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HEW Warns of Asbestos Ha,zard in Work
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"k Wi srmezr Jnumu. News Rowndup® . rldered in- relaﬁon ‘to ofher evidence being
- Govemment aggndas reneweq an accumulated by the’ Mount Sinei- group that
sbhaut expoaure to' asbestos, - mhmnly !.ndimtes ‘that tar less than the intense.expo-
uged Tafneral that’ scléntlits 38y pan’ cause supe’ of “thet work: énvironument is capable of
* gerious-and disabling lung disease’ including producing * ﬂsbeﬁtcs-m_laEEQ duem"' he
tatallungmncer.-~ R saldin, .~ s R Voew 40
.-The National Institute for “Oceiipationat | - The Enviropmental ‘gciancis Labaratory
Satety and Health, a resesreti arm of ‘the of-Mount Sinal, which under the direction of
’ Departmem. ot Health ‘Hducation “and Wel- Dr.. Irving 3. Sellkoﬁ has “heen the Thader in
tare, said in & Jetter to health experts that reséarely on’ n' the. dangars, of asbestos, re-
g'arsge .persannet - who® change. o i grind upox'ted in Befence., that: it ha.d..analymd 15
. ‘brake linings, am,,_beug,expoaed tq .poten- samp\es ‘of spackling, patching “and’ jomung-
v tally “hazardous'levels of atrborne, a8bestos: ,compotmds purdt?fs‘!_m New York City and
; Thé? letter:? Faritton by . iWilliam Lioyd; | (0 Gumgts that $five’ “éontained _apprecighle
il T 7 directar -6t "NIOSH'S office’ ot occupauonal. amounts ot ‘.’W Useot” these roaterials’
ST e : heailMsurveﬂlanoe salcP ‘that;alihough a | In.boime Yepalr work “(for- exemple,; mixing,
S - LT systematic study o ot thess® “workers hadn't | S8nAI0E. “gnid ?1“11"17’ may expose, the"uger.
2%+ bopnmide;dleyels ot dsbeatos’ duat ‘are high (and:othet ,méinbers, 08, the" household) ; o
enough to causs damage and thai four car- aLgnlﬂcam taoneentra.tlons of a.sbestos," ‘they
“cer” depths. assoclated with, such “work had sald; ;o N
been. mported ARG Ml 4- m'T, ALy wm“ rged" RE ‘
Angther ‘orm of HEW, ‘meamwhile, said it |, The. sclentists:seld. that, even more fm-
", found ; alarming’ A 3tudy that showed var- por}ant,'.ncnc, ‘ot the. upacknng eompotmds
"+ fous spa.cxung ‘compounds sed fo home #%; | contained warning labels or. ndications that
palrs‘dontdin ‘cahcentritions of "asbestos S~} it ebntsjmd' ez rdous. B
..:‘,ﬁdent to cause disease. The study; by sclen- | urged thal.such such labels:be. requi:ed v}tm in-
‘tists at Mmmtmqﬁschoglpt}(edldnem mmmwagem ™
o Fave stidled (o hasmmiul ol | yThe Mounk Sines o
. i various oodupations, 8p: “bponaibie,. in part: for the NIOSH ‘Warnings
. pea.rad Tecently in Sclenca E's puhl‘laﬂon ot | about brake-dnun.]&nings* The NIOSH:lettet
“the Amerlcan. . A.ssoclaﬁon tur the Advanee-_ Lnotedthnt the Mount Sinai mvggtigawrs had
i P! ‘determined that: workars - engaged “in,_ the'|-

hemy

Exposure at nome,mm» .. | maintenance and repai:aot automobile "and
Commentlng‘ on ‘the? report -‘David "P.{ ruck brake lnings * a!'e exposéd: to poten- |
, ¥ Rell"direétor: of the Nations! institute of | tiatly hmrdous 13‘/,1, og alrbome asbesws
o ‘E_:nvlmnmenm; Health - Sciences, i sald,: dust. B s R
Thebe. findings’ suggest “the polsibility "of [~ One of the sc.lentistx saicl ln an 1nte= .ewf .
c significant. . XROAUTS ¢ d?,ﬂf‘,g' home construc- that ‘particularly lorge amounts of ‘danger-
-torl and repalr.”’ i LriEGe o o U ous sabestos: dust were’ “erested in mainte- |
. ""Ad(htlom! work by the {Mount Sinal) nance shops where the largét ashestos -lif-
. selentists suggests that members, of the en- | inga of trucks and buses were ground to fit
* tire bouseheld or othar -oceupan . may]the drake drum or .were resurfaced after |
_ glso inhale dsbestos ' ﬁbers “Mr, Rall use. He sald that the’ changing of asbestos
braké linings for automablies was also dan-
aIa.rmlng when con‘ gerous because mechanies ysuslly use an
alr hose to blow out the loose ‘dust after re-
| moving the ol\d Hning. 5 oS Wi
1 2 RTOSK estimated that as many as 906,000
1
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workers are.expased to asbestos in the man- [} .. . R .
utacturing and ‘sexvicing of brake® linings i} | : B

and- clutches,, most of whom are auto me-, ’
chanles. The sgency récommended, as an
interim procedure thit repair shops, desig-
nate a segregated area for all brake and
cluteh repairs and that signa be posted in
those areas polnting out the dangers of as-
hestos duat. It also ‘said . that vepairmen
should wear respirators when downg such
work, and that strong yacuum cleanars be
used to remove asbestos dust from brake
drums betore working, on them, l
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