ExzcuTive Orriczs

JOHENS -MaNVILZE CORPORATION
TWENTY-TWGE ZAST FORTIETH STREET
NEW YORX, N. Y. KOOI'O

July 12, 1966

Mr. John Boyer '

Cadwalader, iickersham & Taft

Cne all Street Re: Sprayed Hineral Fiber
New York, N. Y. 10005 lianufacturers Asscciation

Deaxr Mx. Boyer:

Recently you wrote to me in your capacity as counsel of the above mentioned:
masufacturers association. You requested information for the members of the
association concerning health hazards and the imcidence of asbestosis or other
TESPiratory diseases related to tne use of sprayed ascestos oroducts. I snall

‘be happy to offer as much infermation as I have, but would like to make the

following observations for your benafit.

A3 a representative of a manufacturer which sells tha basic material but unicr
does not employ many peeple to apply the oroduct, I have no accurate records
whatscsver concerning the incidence of pulmonary disease in sucn applicators.,

1 have seen many recorts in various journals concerning these health hazards
but actually I doubt their accuracy. HMNost notable among the inaccurate ones
are those written some time agoe by Ur. lrving J. Selikeff ard his co-authors.

I veliave that they are inaccurate because while the cccurrence of disease and
the statistics quoted may be perfectly correct, the tasic definition of an
asbestos worker was amitted leaving the implication that all so=called asbestos

worksrs were exposed to asvestos fiber. This obviocusly is incorrect accorgng
to work performed in the trads.

This could turn cut to be & very lsngthy letter and whatever I say might not
entirely suit your nseds. Therefore, may I suggest that inasmuch as we both
work in the same city it mipght ba more advantageous to sit down ard discuss
this subject together at our mutual convenisence. I would like very much to
give you xy impression of the whole provlem for I do know that one exists.
Following such g conversation I would be very pleased to confirm my impressions
for you and the members of your association.
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I have had the pleasure in the past of discussing mutual experiances and ¥
problems with $wo othar members of your firm. Mr. J. Flocken who represents
the Ascestos Textila Institute and Mr. G. D. Reycraft who represemnts ths
National Insulaticn wamifacturers Association have stimulated my interests angd
increased ny iwowledze of the legal proclems associated with cur various

industries. I hope that I may have the opportunity of fmy\.ﬂcnaam& ny

infermation througn discussions with you.
Very/Aruly yours / <7/
(i

Q_.—Q.A.u.'b

fenneth W. Smith, M.D.
edical Director




