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Asbeetooln iz a form of pnoumoconiosls resulting from prolonged
inhalation of wsbecstos dust, The name‘aaboatoa, llteraily "unburnadble,
fc not that of a spocific minaral but is a torm eppliecd to a number of
difforent minorals whoso charactoristic featur; ia a st;ucturo compoaed
of long, parallel, flexible fibers, This utructur; {a unique because
tha fibera aro onpable of ropocated longitudinal s;bdivislon‘to units of
" molecular prapor-tions, In lonétﬁ ths fibers vary from a few microns to
six or moro inchos, Somo varietios are stiffer than others but wmany aro
sufficiently floxible ;o be spun into yarn and woveon oun modified toxtile
uachinery, ' |

Tho asbeslos mincrols are uillontos of wvariable compo?ltion and bo-
loig to the serpontine end tho cmphidbolo pgroups, Listod bolow are the

rore comuon varietias, IR SN

Aaphibole Group

Aotinolito =~ Anthophyllito
Anmosite . Crocidolite
Amphibole . Troaolite | . . _ . S

Serpentino OrouP

Chrysotile

/
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‘The bulk nf tho asbostos of commerce is chrysotils, 3Ug0.2510,.2H50,
which 18 mined on this continont prinoipally in the Thetford reglon of

tha Province of Quebec end in Vermont, Crooidollto.aud anceite alco aro
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