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Asbestos containing materials such as insulation, gaskets, packing, heat tapes and hot
gloves are commonly found in the industry. The use of materials that contain asbestos is
now being discontinued and in several other situations the users are finding better
substitute materials which do not contain asbestos. EPA is proposing to phase out the use of
asbestos in several products in the next ten years.

Recently, OSHA has amended its asbestos standard by reducing the permissible
exposure limit from 2 fibers per c.c. of air to 0.2 fiber per c.c. of air along with many other
requirements where employees exposure exceed the permissible exposure limit.

At the Technical Center we no longer install asbestos containing pipe insulation
material. In most other situations the users of materials, such as hot service gloves and
heat tapes, are well aware of the hazards of asbestos and tend not to use or buy them.
However, such materials might have been purchased in the past or may be laying around in
the laboratories and pilot plants where em{;loyees may use them. After repeated use of these
materials they tend to get weak and begin to break down. Under such conditions they may
create a potential exposure problem.

Since, safer substitutes are available for hot service gloves and heat tapes it is
strongly recommended that asbestos containing such materials be discontinued for any use
and should be disposed off. You should also check those equipment or pipes in your area of
responsibility for broken asbestos insulation. The broken insulation should be repaired
(encapsulated) promptly or replaced with a non-asbestos containig insulation to prevent a
potential exposure risk.

Industrial Hygiene (ext. 3750) should be consulted to ensure compliance with the OSHA
standard before conducting any repair or replacement of an old insulation. If you have
questions about identifying the presence of asbestos in any material that you use, let us
know we may be able to help you identify it.

if you need any assistance in this matter please give me a call at extension 3750.
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