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New Cancer Valley data
add to the confusion

The recurring debate between chemieal
companies and residents of West Virgin-
ia’s heavily industrialized Kanawha Val-
ley over the meaning of local death sta-
tistics heated up again Iast week. State
Health Dept. officials released results of
a mortality survey conducted in s small
section of North Charleston, W. Va., and
it showed that there were 10 cancer
deaths during the past 10 years, or near-
ly twice the expected rate of 5.36 cancer
deaths for a population of comparable
gize. While state health officials have
carefully refrained from assessing blame
in their report, people in the area
haven’t hesitated to point the finger at
the chemica! industry.

The area’s sizable chemical industry
has lived with what many believe to be
the unfair tag of Cancer Valley for two
decades. While scientists are puzzied
about what conclusions can be drawn
from contradictory figures in various
studies, some locals are not. The desacrip-
tion is accurate because of the abun-
dance of chemical plants and the fact
that the steep valley traps poilutants,
says Charles G. Garlow, director of the
West Virginia Clean Air Coalition.

t, he notes, “The survey con-
firmed what the people in that commu-
ity had felt for years. . ..” Residents, he
adds, know they are “right in the path of
all the goop, [all the) chemieal air pollu-
mumtmmbtblyththU;&Cn
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