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CBS NEWS

Exxon And EPA Agree To A Major Pollution Settlement

NOTE: Patrick Traylor, a former energy industry lawyer hired by new EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt, said the settlements show that the Trump administration will enforce environmental
laws "with prudence and with excellence.” Traylor said the deals bring "two very well-
respected companies” back into compliance with environmental laws. "Now they can
continue their work of driving economic growth," he said.

Exxon And EPA Agree To A Major Pollution Settlement
CBS News
October 31, 2017

Exxon Mobil (XOM) setiled air pollution violations with the Trump administration by paying a $2.5
million civil penalty and promising to spend $300 million on pollution-control technology at several
planis alpng the Gulf Coast

Federal officials said Tuesday that the setllerment will prevent thousands of lons of future pollulion,
including cancer-causing benzene from elghl petrochenical plants in Texas and Loulsiana,

Some environmentalists altacked the setilernent as nsutiicien] punishment for years of viclations by
the giant oil company, while others said i addressed excess burning or flaring of gas, a key pollution
problem al Exxon plants,

The deal setlles allegations thal Eown violated the federal Clean Alr Act by releasing excess
harmiul pollution after modifving flaring systems al five plants in Texas and three in Louisidna. The
allegations date back more than adecade.

Exxon said it will install and increase the efficiency of the flaring systems and monitor for benzene
Gulside four ofthe plants

The Justice Depariment and the state of Colorado announced a smaller settlerment over pollution
charges against Denver-based PDC Energy (PDCE). The company will spend about $20 million to
upgrade equipment and pay a $2.5 million civil penalty to the federal government and Colorado Up
to $1 million of the state's share can be forgiven if the company performs certain environmental
projects.

Falrick Travior g former energy industey lawyer hired by new ERA Administrator Scolt Prulth, sald
the setllements show that the Trump administration will enforce environmental laws "with prudence
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and with excellence !

Traylor said the deals bring "wo very wellrespecled companies’ back into compliance with
environmerial laws. "Now they can continue their work of driving economic growth," he said.
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