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Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Bob: ;

Thanki you very much Tor your exhaustive and most h elpful 
letter of October 11th. I am very sorry about the Cin cinnati 
»tempest11 ànd particularly'.that Dr. Kotte has found  himself 
more or less at it's. epicenter, for I have never kno wn a more 
cooperative medical man than he and I have the highe st regard 
for him. ;

As I view it at this rather long range, the situation, 
which I hojje will soon blow over if it has not alre ady, must 
be chargee ¡to an unfortunate concatenation, first t he reaction 
in those two cases, whether attributable to EDTA or not,  sec­
ondly Dr. beech's being out of town and the strange m adus 
whereunder no one may apparently speak above a whis per in his 
absence, thirdly the fog in which we found ourselves  as a re­
sult of Dr.iKotte’s well-intended note to me, fourthl y Dr. 
Shipman's equally well-purposed attempt to apply a little 
radar, fifthly the quite understandable misconstruc tion placed 
on this by Dr. Kotte, and finally the ancillary fact t hat, 
having in years past written repeatedly to Dr. Weech without 
ever the courtesy of a reply, I have found it a bit d ifficult 
to accord him the esteem that I have for so many ot hers of 
his and your profession.

I gather that you have seen the original Shipman-Ko tte 
exchange. Immediately on receiving copies, both Geo rge Wheatley 
and I wrote ¡letters to Dr. Kotte which we hoped woul d help to 
mend the breach. Tom telephoned me the next day to discuss 
the situation and thereafter wrote to Dr. Kotte the secon d 
letter of which, on the chance that you have not seen i t, I en­
close a copy; herewith.
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It might be well i‘or you to know that, in addition to 
Tony'Lanza's letter to you, Elston Belknap sent an i nquiry to 
Dr. Weech land Harriet Hardy wrote to Dr. David Freima n. Whether 
these letters have brought replies I have yet to he ar.

I hardly need say that I more than share your prefe rence 
for prevention over therapy, but my rather special po sition 
brings me such constant evidence of the length and rockiness of 
the avertiive road still to be travelled that the great a mount 
of time an<I effort I have given to this inquiry int o the efficacy 
of Ca EDTA has seemed to me more than well spent. I am  gratified 
that you are inclined to feel as i do that the more seve re child­
hood cases!are the ones in which clinical trial of this treatment 
is most justified, and it is the best of news that the d rug may 
have been effective in those Panama cases.

With reference to your handwritten postscript, the letter 
from Dr. IMdison of which a copy is my second enclosu re will 
serve to clarify for you the situation in Los Angele s, as it 
has for me. It is my understanding that Tom Shipman ha s 
headed for jthe Pacific, leaving Dr. Foreman at Los  Alamos, and 
I assume that the latter will receive the copy of yo ur letter 
addressed to Tom.

Also enclosed is a copy of the protocol originally sent 
to you on August 6th, incorporating the corrections covere d by 
the errata sheet mailed on September 17th.

You are quite at liberty to show this letter to Dr. Kott e 
if you think it ’would help to clear the air. i  hope you will 
use your influence toward the highly important end o f stimulat­
ing early and complete reporting of those two Cincinn ati General 
Hospital cases.

MB: JG

Sincerely,

cc: Dr. Belknap 
Dr. Foreman 
Dr. Hardy 
Dr. Lauha 
Dr. Whbatley


