April 15, 1941

¥r. He We. Toomey
Pan Amsrican Alrways
Miaml

Florida

Dear M¥r. Toomsy:

I have received falirly full
information concerning the difficulties aasociated with
the sediment in gascline asupplied to your people from
the Port Arthur refinery of the Texas Company. This
information has coms both from aafety representatives
of Ethyl Gasolins Corporution and alsce from my assoclate
Dr. Xarl Kltzmiller, who met with you in Hiami In a
recent conference over this guestion.

We have nlso received somne
chamoia filters and soms gascline containing the
sediment, and I will report to you the results of our
examination of these materials when the analyses have
been completed.

The present communicaticn
concerng a number of your men who were employed under
conditions involving exposure by inhalation of the
sediment suspended in the alr during repair and cleun-
ing operations. According to Dr. Kitzmiller's statements
these men should be examined by Dr. Lee of your Medlcal
Department, since for a number of reasons, it sesmed
undesirable for Dr. Kitzmiller to conduct the oxaminations.
Reforence hsas been made to our supplylng containsrs for
the collectlion of samples of urine and blood, the samples
to be analyzed here. I wlsh to expreass my interest in
giving evory possible assistsnce, and I shallbe gliad to
comment on any gquestlons which may arise in connecticn
with the examination of your employees. Horsover I shall
ses that the containers are sent, together with instruc-
tions for the collection of the samples, 1f it gseens
desirable that this be done. My own foeling is that
considering the length of time which has elapsed since the
severest exposure of your men, analytical information
obtained at this time may not be either necessary or useful.
It would probably serve very 1little useful purpose unless
there is some i1llness or some anxiety, or some suspicion
of i1llness among your men. If for any reasson Dr. Les
considers it desirable to obtain wnalysses of the exereta
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of ths men, we shall be very happy to carry them ocut.
Howsver we shall await instructions here from you or

from him in this conneection before sendlng the contalnors.
Perhaps I should point out further that if there ls any ’
questicn in the minds of any of these men concernling any
parmanent damage to thelr health, our experiasnce justifies
the atatement that no such permanent or persistent injury
is to be sxpectad. All of the evidence demnonatrates quite
claarly that men either recover completely from this type
of poiaoning, or they develop an acute fatal Intoxicatlicn
rather promptly. I think,therefore, you need have no
anxiety as to the future of these men, 1f the conditicns
which ;;ave rise to exposure have been completely seliminated.
It aprears from g8ll of my Infermation that thia has been
accomplished so far as your repair men are concerned, and
I hopre that we shall be able to give you any assistance
that may be required in eliminating any dangers at more
roemots points. In this ceommectiocon you will undoubtedly
have avallable tschnlicael ropresentativea of Ethyl Gascline
Cornoraticn, but 1f anything should cecur te suggoest that
our advice or sssistance might be useful to you, I hope
gou will not hesitate to call upon nme.

Sincersly yours,

RAK tla Robert A. Kshos, H.D.
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