
A p r i l  15 , 1941

Mr. H. *V. Toomey 
Pan  Am er ican  A irw ays 
Miaiai 
F lo r id a

Dear  Mr. Toom ey:

I  h avo r e c e iv e d  f a i r l y  f u l l
in fo r m a t io n  co n ce r n in g th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a ss o c i a t e d  w it h  
th e sed im en t  in  g a so l in e  su p p l ie d  t o  y ou r  p e o p le  from  
th e P o r t  A r th u r  r e f i n e r y  o f  t h e  T e xas Company. T h is 
in fo r m a t io n  h as come b o t h  from  sa fe t y  r e p r e se n t a t i ve s  
o f  E t h y l  G a so l in e  C o r p o r a t io n  an d a l so  from  my a s s oc i a t e  
D r . K a r l  K i t z m i l l e r ,  who m et w ith  you  in  Miami i n  a 
r e c e n t  co n fe r e n ce  o v e r  t h i s  q u e st io n .

We h ave a l so  r e c e iv e d  some 
ch am ois f i l t e r s  and some g a so l i n e  c o n t a in in g  th e  
se d im e n t , and I  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  you  th e r e s u l t s  o f ou r  
exam in at io n  o f  t h e se  m a t e r ia l s  when th e a n a ly se s h ave 
been  co m p le t e d .

The p r e se n t  com m u n icat ion
con cer n s a  number o f  you r  men who were em ployed u n der  
c o n d i t io n s I n v o lv in g  e xp o su r e  by  I n h a la t io n  o f t h e  
sed im en t  su sp en d ed  in  th e a i r  d u r in g r e p a i r  and c lea n ­
in g  o p e r a t io n s.  A cco r d in g t o  D r . K i t z m i l l e r ’a st a t em e n t s 
t h e se  men sh o u ld  be exam in ed  by  D r . Lee o f  you r  M edical 
D ep ar tm en t , s in c e  fo r  a number o f r e a s o n s ,  i t  3eemed 
u n d e si r a b le  fo r  D r . K i t z m i l le r  t o  con d u ct  th e e x a m in a t io n s. 
R e fe r e n ce  h as been  made t o  ou r  su p p ly in g  c o n t a in e r s fo r  
th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  sam p le s o f  u r in e  an d  b lo o d , t h e  sam p les 
t o  be a n a ly z e d  h e r e .  I w ish  t o  e x p r e ss my i n t e r e s t  in  
g iv in g  e v e r y  p o ss ib le  a s s i s t a n c e ,  an d I sh a l ïb e  g la d  to  
comment on an y q u e st io n s w h ich  may a r i s e  in  co n n e c tio n  
w ith  th e e xam in at io n  o f  you r  e m p lo y e e s. M oreover  I  s h a l l  
se e  t h a t  t h e  c o n t a in e r s a r e  se n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w ith  i n st r u c ­
t i o n s fo r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e sa m p le s, i f  i t  seems 
d e s i r a b le  t h a t  t h i s  be d on e . My own fo a l i n g  i3  t h a t  
c o n sid e r in g  th e  le n g t h  o f  t im e w h ich  h a s e la p se d  s in c e  th e 
se v e r e s t  e xp o su r e  o f  you r  men , a n a l y t i c a l  in fo r m a t io n  
o b t a in e d  a t  t h i s  t im e may n o t  be e i t h e r  n e c e ssa r y  or  u s e fu l .  
I t  w ould p r o b ab ly  se r v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  u se fu l  p u r p ose  u n le ss 
t h e r e  i s  some i l l n e s s  o r  3ome a n x ie t y ,  o r  some su sp ic io n  
o f  i l l n e s s  among y ou r  men. I f  fo r  an y r e a so n  D r . Lee 
c o n sid e r s i t  d e s i r a b le  t o  o b t a in  a n a ly se s o f  th e e xc r e t a
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o f  th e m en , we s h a l l  be v e r y  h appy t o  c a r r y  them o at *
However we s h a l l  a w a i t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  h e r e  from  you  or  
from  h im  In  t h i s  co n n e c t io n  b e fo r o  se n d in g th e  c o n ta in e r s .  
P e r h ap s I  sh o u ld  p o in t  o u t  fu r t h e r  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s an y 
q u e st io n  in  th e m in ds o f  any o f  t h e se  men co n ce r n ing an y 
perm an en t  dam age t o  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  ou r  e x p e r ie n c e  j us t i f i e s  
th e st a t e m e n t  t h a t  no su ch  perm an en t  o r  p e r s i s t e n t  in ju r y  
i s  to  b e  e x p e c t e d . A l l  o f  t h e  e v id e n ce  d e m o n st r a t e s q u i t e  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  men e i t h e r  r e c o v e r  c o m p le t e ly  from  t i ll s  t ype 
o f  p o iso n in g , o r  t h ey  d e v e lo p  an  a c u t e  f a t a l  i n t o x ic a t i o n  
r a t h e r  p r o m p t ly . I  t h in l i , t h e r e fo r e ,  you  n eed  h ave  n o 
a n x ie t y  as t o  th e  fu t u r e  o f  t h e se  m en , i f  t h e  c o n d it io n s 
w h ich  gave  r i s e  t o  e xp o su r e  h ave been  co m p le t e ly  e lim in a t e d . 
I t  ap p e a r s from  a l l  o f  my in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  t h i s  h as b een  
acco m p lish e d  so  f a r  a s  you r  r e p a i r  men a r e  co n ce r n ed , and 
I  h ope t h a t  we s h a l l  be a b le  t o  g iv e  you  an y a s s i s ta n c e  
t h a t  may b e r e q u i r e d  in  e l im in a t in g  an y d an ge r s a t  more 
rem ote p o i n t s .  I n  t h i s  co n n e c t io n  you  w i l l  u n d ou b ted ly  
h ave a v a i l a b l e  t e c h n ic a l  r e p r e se n t a t i v e s  o f  E t h y l  Gaso l in e  
C o r p o r a t io n , bu t  i f  an y t h in g sh o u ld  o ccu r  to  su g g e st  t h a t  
ou r  ad v ic e  o r  a s s i s t a n c e  m igh t  be u se fu l  t o  you , I  h ope 
you  w i l l  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  upon  me.

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

RAK sin R o b e r t  A. Keh oe, . D.
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