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N e w  Y o rk ,  N„ Y. R e c e n t ly  da ta  f r o m  r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  out in 

the Mount S i n a i  M e d ic a l  C enter  fo r  the l a s t  fo u r  y e a r s  on the a s b e s t o s  content  

o f  s o m e  t a l c u m  p o w d e r s  w a s  c i ted  in the p r e s s  b e fo r e  i t  had been  p u b l i sh e d  in

a  s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l .  The o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  this r e s e a r c h  w a s  to d eve lop
/

e f f e c t iv e  t e c h n iq u e s  fo r  m e a s u r i n g  the p r e s e n c e  of a s b e s t o s  in t a l c .  The 

p r o b l e m  h a s  p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t io n s  b e c a u s e  p ro lon ged  e x p o s u r e  to c e r t a i n  

f o r m s  of  a s b e s t o s  can  c a u s e  c a n c e r .  The r e s e a r c h  w ork  w as  of the h ig h e s t  

t e c h n ic a l  q u a l i t y  and a s i g n i f i c a n t  co ntr ibu t ion  to the f ie ld .  H ow e v e r ,  in  the 

p r o c e s s  of d e v e lo p in g  th e se  new m e th o d s ,  the s a m p l e s  a c tu a l ly  u s e d  had been  

p u r c h a s e d  m o r e  than two y e a r s  ag o ,  a  f a c t  which w a s  not  m ent ioned  in the m e d ia  

r e p o r t s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the d i s c o v e r y  of a s b e s t o s  in s o m e  t a l c u m  p o w d e r s  by 

the Mount S i n a i  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  to the Food  and D rug  A d m in i s t r a t io n  

a t  that  t im e ,  and undoubtedly s t im u l a t e d  s o m e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  to change the i r  

s o u r c e s  of t a l c ,  so  that  r e c e n t  a n a l y s e s  by the F D A  h ave  not r e v e a l e d  a p p r e c i a b l e  

a m o u n t s  of a s b e s t o s  in any s a m p l e s .

The Mount S i n a i  M e d i c a l  C e n te r  w ish e s  to c o r r e c t  c e r t a i n  confus ions  

w hich  tire r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e s e  d a ta  m a y  h av e  g e n e r a te d :

1) Any i m p l i c a t i o n  in the n e w s  s t o r i e s  that m o s t  of the t a l c u m  

p o w d e r  c u r r e n t l y  on the m a r k e t  c o n ta in s  a s b e s t o s  i s  not bo rn e  out by the m o s t  

r e c e n t  d a ta  f r o m  the F D A ,  a l though continuing  s u r v e i l l a n c e  i s  ind ica ted .

(m o r e )



2) Although the n ew s  m e d i a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e m p h a s i z e d  the d a n g e r s  

of t a l c u m  p o w d e r s  a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  b a b i e s ,  the only baby pow der  t e s t e d  that w a s  

r e p o r t e d  to show a s b e s t o s  r e p r e s e n t s  l e s s  than 1% of the m a r k e t ,  and  that s a m p l e  

w a s  f ive  y e a r s  old.. The m o s t  c o m m o n ly  u se d  baby  talc h a s  b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

f r e e  of  a s b e s t o s .

3) It  i s  the opinion o f  Mount S i n a i ’ s D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P e d i a t r i c s  

that  b a b y  t a l c  i s  a u s e f u l  and s a f e  p ro d u c t .

E d u c a t io n  of  the publ ic  in r e s p e c t  to heal th  m a t t e r s  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of A c a d e m i c  H ea l th  C e n t e r s .  E d u c a t io n a l  e f f o r t s  by su c h  c e n t e r s  

m u s t  be  b a s e d  on sound s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  and m u s t  be c a lc u la t e d  to p r o v i d e  

m a x i m u m  b e n e f i t  f o r  the co m m u n ity .

D i s s e m i n a t i o n  of r e s e a r c h  da ta  on which health  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

can  be  b a s e d  m u s t  o c c u r  v i a  p e e r - r e v i e w e d  s c i e n t i f i c  p u b l i c a t io n s .  The in e v i t a b le  

e x i s t e n c e  of co n f l i c t in g  da ta  r e q u i r e s  that  in fo r m a t io n  be  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  f i r s t  

to o th e r  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  e x p e r t s  who m a y  be e x p e c te d  to i n t e r p r e t  th em  

in d iv id u a l ly  o r  through o f f i c i a l  a g e n c i e s  or c o m m it te e s . .  The l a t t e r  i s  s low  

but  a p p r e c i a b l y  m o r e  r e l i a b l e  than p u b l ic  d e b a te s  that a r e  f r a g m e n t e d  in the 

r e p o r t i n g .

T his  e x p e r i e n c e  e m p h a s i z e s  the need  f o r  c onstan t  v ig i l a n c e  in 

e n s u r i n g  that  the t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  be tw een  d i s c o v e r y  of im p o r t a n t  health  r e l a t e d  

i t e m s  and the ir  r e v e l a t i o n  to the p u b l ic  i s  handled  with p r o p e r  at tent ion to d ie  

a c c u r a c y  of d e t a i l s ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  in s c i e n t i f i c  p u b l i c a t io n s .


