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CHAMBERLAIN: Clear thinking can keep us’from throwing the baby out with the viny] chloride. +

THI.‘.SE DAYS
BY JOHN CHAMBLRLAIN
CONFRONTATION IN THE PLASTICS INDUSTKY »
Wealive inthe mldst of many fears. 'I'he trouble is that we have no means of knowm;, in advance just how -

many of these feals are mlsplaced e IR SN S L '- T e s

Yesterday it was cyclamates that were gomg to do us in, But today cyclamates have. been gwen a° :
reasonably clean bill of health. So 1t has been with cranberries. But other presumed pernls arlse
“I'he sudden pubhcatlon by the B. F. Goodnch Co of Tiews that four workers at lts Lomswlle Ky vmyt
_chloride conversnon plant had died from a rare form of liver cancer called ang:osarcoma now has workers
‘in other chemacal plants ar ound the country lining up for dlagnostxc tests. The questxon is, will the new fear :, '

_ pass with the assutance that the chemtcal mdustry wxll accept a standard of 50 parts per mlllion exposure
- levelto the gasthat i is used to make sohd polyvmyl chlonde? (Such is the standard accepted in Bntam 10c
_ ‘will the Naderites, who don’t beheve that the mdustry ever has a case. insnst on kllhng the entire polyvinyl -

chloride busmess by demandmg a “zero exposure" satety standard whxch cannot in the nature of things be
"uaxanteed? Lo ‘ Sl . Y N

Opcn Concern ‘

Whatever one may say, the mdustry 1tse1f cannot be accused of cover-up practlces The B.F. Goodrich .
Chemical Company has led the way in makmg mvestigatxons des:gned to estabhsh tolerable exposure k

* limits. In the early days of vmyt chtonde conversion to the polyvmyl plasttc sohd thatis nsed in a myriad of '
. industrial-products, nobody wox r;ed about lhe sweet-smetlmg gas that lmgered m the plants Smce it takes )
15 years and more for an anﬂxosarcoma turnor o devetop. iti is tmportant to know whether the 20 or so cases’

of liver cancer that have been 1dent1fted as orginating from vmyl chlorlde exposure date back to a dark’ age '

of the plastics mdustry that has already passed away, L AR

The trouble is that adversary proceedmgs in whxch the advocates of extreme posntxons tace each other m o
Washington will not necessarnty lead. to'a scxenttfxc settlement. In Europe. accredtted techmctans set N
standards without mdulgmg in passnonate arguments and incrmﬁnatxons But in the U.S.. opposing value o

systeins clash, and the scare headhnes make 1t seem that heroes are‘contendxhg thh vdlams thh mdustry Lo
invariably getting the worst ot‘ lt. a' R S
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M.:rgmal Notcs .

Despite the N.;demtes howt_vu . the g,eneral pubhc has a spemal interest i m a sc:entxfxc determmatxon of

. tolerable safety margins. Soine 6,500 U.S. workers now work in plant.s that turn vmyl chioride gas mto a:
- solid plastic. Economically speaking, if 6,500 workers were forced to seek other employment it would cause .
© . na greater isis. But 760,000 workers are nceded to make hmshed plastic products out of the raw polyvmyl

inaterial. Anda grand total of 2 2 mxlhon workers tlxroughont the U S. economyhave Jobs that can be traced
to the use of polyvinyl products i, e e .

v Ticking these products off is an almost end]e.ss Job 'lhe p:pe now m most frequent use for plumhmg isa-
- polyvinyl p1pe The tilein your ahower bath, the cover on you.r nutomobﬂe seat the tubmg used for elecmc
- nnlkmg machmes that ;,wc you relatwely cheap dau'y products the clear wrappmg in whlch bacon and

othcr meats are sold the phonog,raph records that brmgyou musm and the safe msulauon around copper--

o wiv mg that enublea yout to electrify your house at a mmlmum of expeme are ‘all fashxoned out of polyvmyl
~_chloride. Lven the respiratory eqmpment used’ by doctors comes from polyvmyl plastlc, the medxcal

supplies maae out of the szun nave :.urely saveu more uveb thau‘mve oeeu lo.u oy exposure to the raw vmyl

*. chloride gas. - : - IR .' SRNREPE

If polyvinyl plasuc were to be replaced by a natural product the whole of contmental Europe would have
to be turned over to sheep rmsmg for mdustnal fabncs The paper lndustry, even now suffering from

. shortages, would be unable to cope w1th the demands for wrappmg derwed from forest products ‘
" Never thEIEbS eventhoughz.Zmlllxon Jobsaredependent on polyvmyl plastic, lt ns c.ra'as tn use economlcs e

to make a case for the mdustry The safe lumt of vinyl gas control must be found August 25 is the cut-off
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-. date for the submxssmn of ev1dence m Washmgton. October Sis the date set Eor the fmal decmon about the 3
& safety margm. What we need xs a lot of lxght and no heat. when the ultxmate )udgment IS made.



