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CHAIRMAN

Dr. R. &. Xehoe

Kettering Laboratory of Avplied Physiology
College of Medicine '

Zden Avenue

Cinecinnati, Ohio.

Dear Dr. ¥ehoe:

I was recently speaking with one of the safety engineers of Socony
Vacuum, who was very particular that his name not be mentioned, in regard to
an incident which I will repeat here.

He states that in 1931 or 1932, two men were cleaning their Inwood,

Long Island leaded storage tanlk. Alr line ecguipment was used wntil the iank

s comparatively clean, when sawdust was used to dry the remaining moigture
from the floor. The men went in without masks tc shovel the sawdust out.
They became sick and after about a week of sleeplessness and loss of avstite
thelir Dr. A. E. Hoag reported that they had lead poisoning. They were so sure
of this they paid the men extra compensation zbove what they would normally
be allowed under the Workmen's Comnensation Act. The two men recovered afier
gbout three weeks. You vprobably have Dr. Hoag's address, but he is located
at 777 West End Avenue, New York City.

For some reason, Socony seemed anxious to keen this case entirely
secret. I am wondering how meny similar cases of illness may have oceurred
that, as far as I know, have never been brought to ocur attention. t¥ is pos-
sible you do have information on this case, in which event there is preobably
nothing more .to be done.

Very truly yours,

-

W:GCL

cet Dr. G. RBdgar
¥r. John Schaefer
Hr., H, W. Kaley
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