October 5, 1957

HMr, %s I., Roberts
Attor ey at Law

Comme co Title Bullding
Mempjis, Temn,

Dear ir, Robertsie
|

* I have noted the correspondence
whicﬂ took plece botwesn you and my asscelate Dr, Hachle
while I was on a vacation., I did not reply to it further
when I returned becsuse, in my opiniong; Dr. Hachle had
giveﬂ you the right nnswer.

Having recsived your letter of
Septémber 28th in which you raise the question again,
I hasten to assure you that 1t would be practically
impoésible for me to make a deposition conecerning a
hypothetical situation such as you have in mind, The
issue in a case of thils sort can nobt uwsually be covered
by a‘general sumarizaetion of the fact with regard. to
occupatlional lead exposure., I% would be necessary to
exanine into the facts regarding the exposure, and algo
to k#ow something of the speci“ic esze in question before
one would be jJustified In eoxpressing an opinion as to the
merits of the case, Perhaps you will feel that this is
the #sual unwillingness of scientific workers to exnress
themselves in precise terms. I wish to assure you that
this| is not the caese, On the contrary, in sibtuablions of
this type, it is not possible for a layman ordinarily
to get together the information whieh is necessary to
enable a physiclan to arrive at a sound conclusion,
The Judgment which is required to answer such a questlon
must be augmented by a considerable degree of professional
3kill in gequiring the facts, In my opinion, thersfore,
to accept a fes for making a deposition in response to a
grouE of hypothetical questions which may or may not have

n
b

moeaning in relation to a specific case, is 1n effsct an
acceptance of money under false pretences and is as likely
to 1Pad to injustice as to a proper decisione.

‘ I realize fully the importance
of these cases in relation to hyglenlc development within
a plant, and elso in relation to leglslation. However,
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one cau not decently arrive at a conclusion in cases
of this sort without having the necessary “facts at
hand# I regret, therefore, that I can not comply with
your |reguest, A

Very truly yours,

RAK:1s | _ ~ Robert &, Xchoo, M.De
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