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& GEORGIA-PACIFIC

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

DATE: June 19, 1973
TO: .
Mr. John Woodsmall LOCATION: Jetroit Sales
FROM:
SUBJECT:

ASBESTOS FIBER IN JOINT COMPOUNDS

PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT
cc: Mr. V. Z. Burch = Portland Lfon
Mr. I. W. BRichards ~ . ::Aff—% —_—

Mr. I. . Godfrey - eortll

I will try to respond to ysur customers’' concern about aspestos

fiber prompted by our labeling of joint system bags. This

caution label is -ecuired by the Occupational Safety and ilealth
Admiaistration (OSHA). e have always used asbestos fiber in

our joint system products, so (f there is & hazard, it is no
different today chan it has been in the past. The hazard is che
inhalation of asbestos fiber. The degres of hazard would depend

on the concentration of asbestos riber in the air and duration 's
of exposure to chat air. The nealth problems associated with

asbestos have occurred in situations where workers have been

exposed te high comceatratieans of asbestos fiber over a period LR are

of years. Joint compounds contain relacively amall percentages
(2-8%) of asbestos fiber.

OSHA has imposed a number of stringent standards on plants wnere
products are manuractured containing asbestos Ziber. [hese include
limitations on the concentration of fiber in the air, procedures
for handiling the asoestos fibexr, use of protective devices (res-
pirators), periodic medical examinations, and labeling of all
products containiag asbescos fiber.

1 am not aware of any OSHA regulations for the use of ioint system
prxoducts. However, it is recognized that there is some exposure
during the mixing of dry products sad the sand of jeiats after
the joint compounds have been applied. The level of asbestos
fiber conceatration at these times {s not presently known. The
industry is currently planning tests to determine the level of
airborne asbestos during the mixing and sanding. In the meantive,
it would probably bs advisable for workers eagaged in these operations
to wear respirators. Ounce mixed or wetted, the asbestos fiber is

not subject to becoming airborne and, therefore, is no longer
hazardous. For example, ready mixed products would present no
problem other than perhaps the sanding.
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Mr. John Woodamall -2~ Juns 19, 1973

One solution of the asbescos fiber problem for all concerned is

to eliminate it from our products. We are engaged in a program

to find ways to do this. Our first efforts were with joint system
textures because we falt the spray application presented some
special problems. At this tiwe we are about 90X coaverted to
non-asbastos texture formulas. Wea are uow directing our attention
to our dry and ready mixed joint compounds.

I hope this information will answer our customers’ questions

concerning the possible hiazards of asbestos fiber and the actions
being taken to eliminate or minimize those hazards.
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