~ Jenuary 27, 1940

Dy, O, H, Hillenbrand
Plant Physician

Harrioson Radiator Divislon
Lockport, Hew York

Deayr Doetor Hillenbrand:

Thanks very much for rour
legter of Januzry 19th with 1%s information ahoud the
sontainers for the collectlon of variousg samoles which
you have on hand, In as mbeh as you have had these for
gome btime, I should consider it desivable for you to
vreturn then all to me, If then you will let ne know
Just what contalners you would llke %o have on hand for
the future, I will send them along to vou and you will
then be sure that they willl be in proper condition to
ugse if and when the time comes,

With veference 1o Dr, Gradwohl
in 8%, Louis, I om zlad %o say that X know him not mevsonally
but in a professional way, znd I conslder him a very comvetent
man, A3 to the usze of "thick drop" amears For the study of
gtionling of the erythrocytes, however, 1 should say that
his method Rhas several faulte., It 4a hardly poassible An any
thick drop smesr 40 have any accurate idea of the number of
erythroocytes which have been examined, 1I% is cuite true
that if such a suear is mode properly, it 1ls easler to see
guaickly whether or not atlipnling is present o any consideroble
degree, However this 1a not enough and $he time has long
aince pasaed when one could say with referensce to a blood
anear that 1t merely contains or does not contain a conNe
siderable number of stipnpled erythrocytes., Dependence upon
stippling as evidence of lead absorption is duestionabdle
gnough at beat, and unless the method has some quantitative
glgnificance, 1t is Aalmost, if not quite useless in the
hygienie control of plant exposure, The method which you
ars using is very nmuch more preclse and very much more useful,
This situation, therefore, la merely an example of a man who
‘knows a great deal about the entlre fleld of elinical microscopy,
~but 1s not sufficlently acquainted with certain of the minute
details. Actually the men who are experienced in industrial
practice are much more likely to he compstent in this field
- than 1s the general laboratory dlagnosticlan, since the latter
sees very few ocases of lezd poisoning and usually is not as
familiar as he should be wlth gome of the problems of a hyglenio
or medica~legal nnture which arise from industry,

o PR Very truly vyours,



