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XALGOORLIYIE,
JMeW sRE 10th December, 1962,

Dy, H.M, Rennte,

FLR,CLP, (Lond. )F.R.A.C.P,,
Wacquarie Chambera,

183% Macquarie Street,

OYIHEY : N, S W,

Doear Dr. Rennie,

Thank you for your letter regarding dust vonditiouns i
Australlan Blue Asbeatoas.

Unfortunately the situation has mltered 1ittls, wha dust
has net been lald and, to data, 1t 1p dodbtful ir any mejJor 1o
ing of the hazard has taken placea. In Juely of thie year dust
counte at the mina and mill wore as bad as over, The Konimster i
81111 being used for dust cownting and although 1t 1ia not the 3dew
ingtruncnt, there I8 1little point in pressing for a finsy instiruns: -
wntil the coarse dust has been supresved.

Uowever, since July several events have coconrred wnich e -
radically alter conditionse. Through ventilation underground iy
posalble now that shafts have broken through to the surface in
peveral placen, A recent earth mavement altered the peography o
the mine and this 1s expected to conplderably improve ventilation,

A new type of duet extractor embodying a synthetic fibre pock has
had sccesnful experiments anéd 1s being installed in the mill.

Thic 1a & protiy expensive duost extraction procosas and there are
great hopes that 1t willl help to solve the problem, Ry Informati.
in regard to thle 1s derived Trom dilscussions with Dr. Lothem, Mix: o
Tepartment Inspectora and Mr. Thomas , Superintendent of the compary .

Talriy short exposure 1s still causing wililccesis and
anbosotonles and the trapgedy 1ia agpravated by thelr relative youatin,
There are now about L2 men Talrly seriocusly affected, cr dead, and

in most instances their only exposure t0 harmful dust was at Withes o o

The induatry has been producing for about 15 years and only the L,
labour turncver prevented disease on an epidemic scale. 80 poe, 7
the workers, at any one time, have been employed for leus thsn ihis =
YEeHETA, Many of' them have ccattered elsewhere in the rining iadusi: -
and row complicate thwe overall plcture.
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Continuved,.

The plens cnd improvement mentioned eariier mals me
heopeful that steady improvement will be maintained. The
coincidental dlegnosis of disecasa in a0 many men in 1958-59
highlighted the problem and had a dramatic effect. The problem
is s8ti1l11l acute and much more work willi be neoded before the
hazard to the men will be reduced to at least that of geld-mininge.

T am 8till a 1little concerned sbout the carcinogenic
effect of crocidolite snd wish that the Company wouldn®t use itse
tailings for roads and paths. Tallings were used as fillars at
the golf course 80 that the poor devils inhale asbeatos at rec—
reation as well,.

¥Many thankg for your interest. Anything that you can
do tao inmpress upon Australien Blue Aa‘bestos the seriousness or
the problem would bs sprpreciatede-.--

Yours falthfully,

Je McNulty
CHEST FAYSICIAN

pr., D.,D. Letham,

Physician Occupationel Health,
Nepartment or Puolic Health,
67 Murray Street,

PERTH s W.#.

Corv for -rour ipfermetion:
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