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DATE: Juse 19, 1973
TO:

Nr. Joba Vesdemall LOCATION: Deatrotit Sales
a0 C. V. Lehmart LOCATION: 242ard Lab
; susJIch
: ASRES xR
&
*

ce: Mr. 0. ¥, Burch - Portland
Mr. T. W, Richards - .‘r(.lr‘
Nr. ,o..o Gedfrey - Porcl

1 will try te respond tO your customers'’ coucern sbout ssbestes
fiber prompted by our lsbeliamg of joint systea bags. This
caution label {s recuired by the Occupaticnal Safety and Heslth
Administrastion (OSHA). We bave always used ssbestes fiber ia
our joint systes products, so 1f there ia s hazard, it 1ia w0
diffarent today chao it has been ia the pest. The hazard (s the
fohslation of asbestoa fiber. The degres of hazard would depend
ou the comcentration of asbestos fiber {a the air and durstion
of exposure te thst sir. The nealth proolems sssocisted wich
asbestos have occurred in situations vhers workare have been
exposed to high conceatrstions of asbestos fiber over a period
of yesrs. Joint compounds contain relscively small percsatages
(2=-8%) of ssbestos fiber.

OSHA has imposed s numsber of stringent standards on plants vasrs
products are ssnufsctured containing ssbestos f{idber. These include
limitstions on tne concentration of fiber in the sir, procedures
for handling ths ssbestos fiber, use of protective devices (res- -
pirators), periodic medical exeminations, saod labeling of sll
products ceataianing ssbestos fibder.

1 am oot awars of sny OGSHA regulations for the use of ioist system
products. HRowever, (t {s recognized that there is sowe exposure
duriag the mixing of dry products sad ths sanding of jelats aftax
the jeiat compounde have been applisd. The level of ashbsstes .
fiber ceancentration st these times is not presestly knowa. The
industzy is curreatly plaaning tests to detsrmine the level eof

~~_ airborws asbestes during the sixing and sanding. Ia the sssatime,
1t would probably be advisable for workers eagaged ia these operatiouns

/ £o wear respirators. Ouce mixsd or wetted, the asbestos fiber ia

- ot subjéct to becoming sirborne asnd, therefore, is ae leager

hazardeus. PFor example, ready mixed products would preseat mo
problea other thas parhaps the sendiag.
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Mg. Joha Woodemall e Juoe 19, 1973

Ous solutica of the asbescos fider problem for all concerued is
to eliminate it from eur products. Ve are sogaged {a 2 program
to fiad vays to do this. Our first efforts were with joiat systeam

textures because ve felt the sprey application presented some
special predbleas. At this tims we sre sbout 902 counverted to
non-~ssbestos texturs fermulas. We are sovw directiag our atteatica

to eur dry and ready aixzed jeint compounds.

1 bops this faformstion will saswer eur customers' questiocas
concerning the possibla hazards of asbestos fiber sad the actions
baing takea to eliminate eor minimize those hazarda.
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By FRANCES CERRA
New York Times Serviee
NEW YORK ~— Doit-yourselfers

whe repoir their own plaster or plas-
ferbnard walls should be aware of re-
¢ ~ocsearch indicating that some
commonly  available  spackling
rempviends contain ashestos, a sub-
sacee that has been linked to fatal
¢: ~ce™s and serious lung diseases.

The Environmental Sciences
lahneratory at Manhattan's Mount
Sinta: llospital under the direction of
Dr. Irving J. Selikoff, recently
re'cnsed the results of tests of 18
k"< of snackic that had been pur-
cvhased in New York City. Five were
found te contain appreciable amounts
of asbestos. (Some of the samples
were duplicate brands bought at dil.
ferent times.)

According to Dr, Selikoﬂ the
union ol Drywall Tapers and Point.
crs of Greater New York called his
ailention to the possibility that the
spackle might contain asbestos. John
Alfarone, an official of the union,
xaid some of the members became 1l
anc¢ were found to be sulfering from
asbestos-caused diseases.
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AS A PESULT of Dr. Selikofla

will no longer work with any spackle

sand e dried spackle {f they are

‘ provided with masks. The asbestos in

snackle is released into the air, ac-

| cr-ding to Dr. Selikeft, when the dry
’ t fernes pee mmixed Wit wnter (o make

findings, he said, his union members’ .

that contains asbestos, and will only

.the production of

?acﬂunng may harbor
™

apastenndwhenany lomo“pack .
Je is sanded.

Dr. David Rall, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental

Health Sciences, said it was doubtful

that someone doing a small amount
of sparkling work at home was in
any danger. But he said that some-
one redoing the walls of an entire

. house mxghl be taking “an unneces-

sary risk.’ .

Extensive research on the results
of long-range, low-levg] asbestos
exposure is in progress, he said.

A spokesman for U.S. Gypsum, the
manufacturer of one of the spackling
brands found to contain asbestos,
said the company was phasing out
spackles with
asbestos. A spot chéck of several
Manhattan paint stores found cans of
U.S. Gypsum's Texolite, which con-
tains from 6 to 10 percent asbestos,

still on the markel. Also found was .

another U.S. Gypsum product called

)

zngerous asbestos level

Durabond Pute Spncklln;. which |
was labeled: “Caution: Contains
asbestos fiders. Avoid creating dust.
Breathing asbestos dust may cause
serious bodily harm.”

* THE OTNER PRODUCTS found by

Dr. Selikoff to contain asbestor were

PerT A Tape, Metro and Arvon. The
Perf A Tape was counled twice ™
Dr. Selikoff, because it was pur-
chased and tested twice, only in.'972
or earlier, and later in January, 1974.

. Products found to be without asbes-

tos were Red Top, Muralo, Patch
Paste, Schalk, U.-G-L Cerfex Kex..
N.w Kex and Dap, Dr. Selikoff cau-
tioned that the products on the mar-
ket today might contain differen}
ingredients.

Persons wishing o minimize any
risk should use only paste spacklc
and should wear a mask when sand.
ir.z. Most labels on spackle products
do not discluse the constitients that
went into them,
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