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administration under the Paris agreement. The proposal, first released by the Climate
Leadership Council in February 2017, would start a tax at $40 per ton of carbon dioxide and
increase it over time, with the revenues being returned to Americans via a "carbon dividend."”
The group's new analysis claims it would curb overall U.S. emissions 32 percent below 2005
levels by 2025, solidly beyond the Paris targets. The analysis also incorporates a Resources
for the Future study from June that projected a $43/ton tax starting in 2021 could achieve 41
to 47 percent reductions by 2035, depending on the tax's growth rate.

The CLC also conducted some polling showing majority support for such a carbon tax, but
don't expect Congress to jump to action anytime soon. "We've always known this was going
to be a longer-term play," CLC Senior Vice President Greg Bertelsen told ME. "This is a
major piece of legislation that we're promoting and like any major piece of legislation, that
takes time to develop, time to educate lawmakers on it and it takes time to build the coalition
of support.” The current administration isn't likely to be receptive to a carbon tax either.
Baker personally pushed the tax plan last year with top White House officials, who of course
are focused on developing a plan to subsidize coal-fired power plants.

FOR YOUR RADAR: Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy said that the House will vote on the
finished version of its first so-called minibus, H.R. 5895 (115) , which contains Energy and
Water titles, this week. Still, both chambers will only be in town for a few days, with the
House and Senate out until Wednesday for Rosh Hashanah. The Senate won't vote until 5:30
p.m. that day, and the House takes its first vote at 6:30 p.m. That leaves just seven working
days when both chambers are in session before the Sept. 30 funding deadline.

SAMUEL BODMAN REMEMBERED: Former Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman died at
the age of 79 last week. Bodman, who served under former President George W. Bush, was
both a chemical engineer and businessman. He served atop the Energy Department from
2005 to 2009, and was also deputy secretary of both Treasury and Commerce under Bush.
The former president and former first lady mourned the loss of Bodman in a statement
marking his passing. "Sam had a brilliant mind, and we are fortunate that he put his intellect
to work for our country as secretary of energy," Bush said.

"Sam was a real life success story with an impressive career in the private sector before turning
his attention to public service, serving in senior appointments across the government,"”
Energy Secretary Rick Perry said in a statement. "He led the Department of Energy during
the passage of landmark energy legislation that became the foundation for much of America's
energy successes.” Bodman died Friday at his home in El Paso, Texas.

PERRY TO MEET SAUDI, RUSSIAN OFFICIALS: Perry joined Saudi Arabia's Minister
of Energy Khalid Al-Falih and Exxon Mobil CEO Darren Woods on the field during a Texas
A&M University football game this weekend against Clemson. "It was great to join a few
world energy leaders and fellow Aggies, @Khalid AlFalih and Darren Woods, on Kyle Field
for the @ TAMU football game tonight. #GigEm," the secretary tweeted with a video. Perry
will meet with Saudi officials today in Washington, including Al-Falih, a U.S. government
source told Reuters. The Energy secretary will also meet with Russian Energy Minister
Alexander Novak on Thursday in Moscow, according to the news agency.




EXODUS AT EPA: Nearly 1,600 workers have exited EPA during the first 18 months since
Trump took office, new records released under FOIA and analyzed by The Washington Post
found. Those numbers include at least 260 scientists, 185 "environmental protection
specialists" and 106 engineers. Amid the departures, fewer than 400 employees were hired in
the same period, the newspaper found. The trend follows a months-long buyout and
retirement process offered by EPA last year. "Several veteran EPA employees, who have
worked for both Republican and Democratic administrations, said the agency's profound
policy shifts under Trump hastened their departure,” the Post reports.

ONE AND DONE: EPA announced it will host just one public hearing on its proposed
replacement for the Clean Power Plan. The hearing will occur in Chicago on Oct. 1,
according to a notice in the Federal Register. Each commenter will have 5 minutes to speak.
The agency said it will take comments on the proposed Affordable Clean Energy rule no later
than Oct. 31. The proposal, which has been condemned by blue states and green groups,
would ease carbon regulations for coal-fired power plants and replace the stricter
requirements pushed by the Obama administration.

COMMERCE MODIFIES STEEL EXCLUSION REQUEST PROCESS: After months of
complaints about its slow and cumbersome process for reviewing requests for certain steel
and aluminum products to be excluded from Trump's new tariffs, the Commerce Department
is making some changes, according to a Federal Register notice set to published on Tuesday.
"The Department understands the importance of having a transparent, fair and efficient
exclusion and objection process. The publication of today's rule should make significant
improvements in all three respects,” the agency said in the notice, which lists many of the
questions and complaints companies have about the current process, as well as the Commerce
Department's response.

As of Aug. 30, the department had received more than 38,000 exclusion requests and more than
17,000 objections from domestic firms saying they could supply the product in question. The
Federal Register notice did not say how many exclusion requests had been resolved.
However, a recent letter to Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross from Sen. Pat Toomey put the
number at 2,900 as of Aug. 23.

FISHING, HUNTING EXPANDS AT WILDLIFE REFUGES: The Fish and Wildlife
Service will open up more than 251,000 acres to new or expanded hunting and fishing
opportunities across 30 national wildlife refuges, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke declared
Friday. "The last thing I want to see is hunting to become an elite sport, rather than a tradition
passed on from generation to generation," Zinke said. "Today's announcement protects
critical conservation funding, and ensures sportsmen have access to public lands for
generations to come."

STATES PREPARE FOR HURRICANE FLORENCE: Several states have declared states
of emergency ahead of Hurricane Florence's expected landfall. The storm reached sustained
winds of 75 mph on Sunday, and it could directly hit the Southeast toward week's end,
according to the National Hurricane Center. While it's too soon to know the storm's precise
path, the storm center said: "All indications are that Florence will be an extremely dangerous
Category 4 hurricane while it moves over the western Atlantic toward the southeastern
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meeting. Former treasury Secretary Hank Paulson and former Secretary of State George
Shultz are part of the group but will not attend the meeting.

The group's proposal would start with a $40-per-ton tax on carbon and escalate over time. The
money would then be distributed back to the public quarterly.

In exchange for the carbon tax, Baker wants the EPA to drop most of its carbon emissions
regulations, including the right to regulate carbon at all.

To view online click here.
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EPA will shed more than 450 workers by the end of September, largely via early retirement and
buyout packages, according to an agency official.

After a monthslong process, 362 workers last week accepted the voluntary buyouts, known in
federal jargon as VERA and VSIP. Another 45 workers are still considering offers.
Meanwhile, 12 more employees retired at the end of August, and another 33 are expected to
retire at the end of this month, bringing EPA's workforce to 14,428, according to the official.

That's roughly in line with late-1980s levels. According to EPA's website, the agency employed
14,370 workers in 1989 before hitting a high of more than 18,000 in 1999.

"We're giving long-serving, hard-working employees the opportunity to retire early. We're
proud to report that we're reducing the size of government, protecting taxpayer dollars and
staying true to our core mission of protecting the environment and American jobs," EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt said in a statement.

It was not immediately clear how much EPA spent on those buyouts, which can run as high as
$25,000 per person. During a similar round of buyouts in 2014, EPA spent $11.3 million in
incentives on 456 employees  though many of those positions were refilled, unlike most of
the positions in this round.

The White House's proposed EPA budget sought single-year workforce reductions of 3,200, or
about 21 percent of the agency, although Congress has resisted such drastic cuts to EPA's
budget.

To view online click here.
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