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Vte have reviews! the August 19 le t te r  Cron Hr. D. B, Ludcenbi.il on tills subject. There i s  no question that many of the concerns expressed by Shell engineers are tiie d irec t resu lt of occupational sa fe ty  and health considerations. In fac t, v irtua lly  tie  en tire  search for non-asbestos insulating m aterials was precipitated by the revelation th a t  insulating  workers suffered frank diseases as a resu lt o f exposure to  asbestos. This in  turn lead to  the  current OSHA standard on asbestos.
Since insulation  is  an important technical aspect o f our business, representation on th e  ANSI C-16 committee should be supported. Wa w ill fce happy to provide the  appointee with input on health and sa fe ty  n a tte rs .
In reading over the minutes of the Engineering Insu la tion  Materials Standards and Usage nesting, there are several points th a t  shouM be raised  and emphasized in  relation, to  the- health aspects of in su la tin g  m aterials.
F irs t ,  asbestos, even though i t  can be a  serious health  hazard, has not banned! A rbitrarily  excluding asbestos from consideration as- an insulating m aterial nay not be in  everyone's best in te r e s ts .  I f ,  in  a given situation , th ere  i s  a conpetitiva. substitu te  fo r  asbestos th a t has bsen reasonably proven not to  be hazardous, than i t  should ha used.. How­ever, there- i s  a  d e a r-c u t advantage to  non-asbestos m aterials,asbestos m aterials should not be automatically excluded from considerations I f  va are w illing to  expand the resources necessary to  in su re  the safe handling, application, and removal; the employee re la tio n s and public relations; asbestos iru.ula.l-.ion can be used safely ..- Once t h i s  i s  understood, than the decision to  use asbestos can be based on economic fac to rs.
Secondly, to  substitu te  a material providing marginal insulating characteristics, end fo r which we Knew vary l i t t l e  about from a health standpoint, i s  a lso  fraught with potential problec:;. There i s  no douot th a t as new insu la ting  m aterials core cnto the market we ana going to  go 

through a  protracted learning period concerning the^ t fph^ic ^ ‘ cliaracteristies.  -In fa c t, for our purposes, i t  may be th a t  a  benefit/risk  analysis would indicate sene of the non-asbestos- in su la tin g  m aterials u l t i ­
mately may be worse than asbestos, insulation. ■

Sound insu lating  decisions should be based on th e  current fac ts, and reasonable predictions of future health im plications. Vte should not make decisions based solely  on the fear of future unknowns. .


