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W have reviewsd the Avgust 19 Jeftter frem Mr. D, B, Luckenhill
on this subject. There is no question that wany of the concoxns expreszed
by Shell enginesrs are tie divect result of ceoupational safety and bazulth
conpiderations. In fact, virtually the entire scarch for non-asientos
instlating materials was precipitated by the revslation that insulating
viorkers suffered frank diseases as a result of exposure to asbestos, 1his
in tun ‘lead to the current OSHA standaxd on asbestos,

Sinece insulatiecn is an important technical aspsct of our business,
representation on the ANSI C-16 committee should be supportsd. We will b=
happy to provide the appointee with input on health and safety mattars.

In reading over the minutes of the mngmg Insulation Matexials
Standards and Usage mueting, there are several points that should be rajsed
and emphasized in relaticn to the health aspacts of insulsting materials.

First, asbestos, even though it can ba a saricus health hazaxd,
has not been bannedi Arbitrarily excluding asbestos from consideration as-
an insulating material may not be in everyona's best interests. If, ina
‘given situation, there is a competitive substitute for ashestos that has
been reasonably proven not to be hazardous, then it should ba used. How-
ever, unless there is a clear-cut adventage to non-asbestos materiala,
ashestos materials should not be awtomatically excluded from consideratiom.
If wa are willing to expend the rescurces necessary to insure the safe
handling, spplication and removal; the employee relations and public
relations; askestos inculation can be used safely..’ Once this is understocd,
then the decision to use asbestos can be based on econcmic factors.

Secondly, to substitute a faterial providing mavginal insulabing
characteristics, and for which we know vecy Uttle about fram a health
atzndpoint, is also fraught with potential problers, There is no doubt
that as new insulating materialg ocms onto tha maxket we am geing to @
through a protracted leaming period concerning thelr technical and healih
charactertstics, In fact, for cur purposes, it may be that a benafit/risk
analysis would indicate scwe of the non-asbestos. insulating materials ulti~
mately way be worse than ashestos. insulation, .

Sound insulating decisicns should be based on the current facts,

and reascnable predictions of future health implicaticns, We should not
meke decisions based solely on the fear of futwre -
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