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Ctfice of the Presicaat

APR25 1055

Mr. Russell Brittingham. President
Pitisgurzs Jorniang Corpecraticn

Subject: Health Implications of Asbestos Dust Exposure

- &n sure you are ramiliar with the recent concern

for the nealth of botn the general public and employees wno have
ellezexly innaled ascestcs ana fiber glass materials. This con-
cern Las peen stlmulatead by puctlic news meaia articles attributed
o Ir. Irvang J. Selikor?, a New York pnysicizne It is the
oP1nlcn oI many persons within the scientific community that -the
Statements atirzbuteda to Dr. Selikoff are not scientifically
Sceunz. It 1z difficult, however, to refute sucn statements
decause ol the lack of putlisnea scientific aata to the contrary.
Lizile nas been published on the healih experience of industrial

Workers erployea in the menufacture of products containing
asbestos and fiber glass. Also, more needs to be done in the
way of laboratory research in an attempt to further identify and
delireate the problem. .
2. The Industrial Hygiene Foundation of Mellon Institute
has made a proposal to perform laboratory research on the inhzla-
tion of [ibrous materials including asbestos and fiber glass. They
are soliciting monitory support for this work from interested
industry. Several days ago, I attended a meeting to which their
proposal was discussed. I have attached a Memorandum for Record ~
concerning this meeting which may be of interest to you. I
believe the Industrial Hygiene Foundation proposal is worthwhile
and should be supported by industry as a matter of self-interest,

3. The National Insulation Manufacturers Association ,
(NIMA) at an April 12, 1966 mceting decided to establish a Health
and Safety Committee which will consider appropriate measures "to
combat adverse opinions with respect to the nealth and safety '
aspects of thermal insulation (asbestos and mineral fiber)." "
This committee is scheduled to meet on May 10, 1966, in the NIMA
office in New York. The Industrial Hygiene Foundation's "research
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proposal," ac well as the ways
industry-wide health experience

and means of better utilizing our
S, appears to he apprercriate subjects

{for the NIl Committee. Inasmuch as I am a memoer of this Committee,

I would like an expression of o

pinion from you concerning the degree

to which Pittcburgh Corning Corvoration is willing to:

a. financially Supoo
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arch proposal
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and Fiber Class Fedlcal Rescarch - April 12, 1966 ieeving

oo. Rotert T, deTreville, ‘anaging Dircetor of tiae Industrial
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Lwiiilon, arranged iae subject meetling of mecmoar corparies who had

se subjects. The purpose of thae meeting was to aiscuss a
roposal by the Industrial FEygiene Foundation in homes of
T

rop
d in tris

.....

ter from Dr. deTreville corntaining both a dr the

T
posal and a contraciual agreement. -

following subjects were discrssec during the meetin: in .
iled discussion of the proposed rerearca project:

likors

Lr, Irving J. Selilkoll, a zhysician at the M=. Sirai
fospital in New York, nas mace umvarranted oid ua-
scientifically vased claims conceraing the heziin

hazards associated with the use of asoestos and fiber

glass materials in the coastruction industry. =

uses as a vasis for his claims a taree-year stucy he

has been concucting for tie Insulation Union VWorxers.

His claims have been given greater craditability

because of a $325,000 ressarch grant he has recently
received from the United 3tates Public Healtn Service

Lo study the health aspects of asbestos and Iiber glass.
Dr. Ctto Besse is the Dirzctor of the Division of 2esearch
Grants of the National Institutes of Health whose division
authorized Dr. Selikoff's grant. The Division of Occuga-
tlonal Health of the Unitsd States Public fealth Service,
accordinz to Dr. Lewis J. Craliley, feels that Dr. Selikoil's
claims are not scientiliczlly based. In fact, the worx of
Dr. Cralley on the envirecnm atal aspects refutes the viark
done by Dr. SelikoZZ. Eovever, Dr. Cralley's work has nos:
received the publicity that Dr. Selikoif's work has. The
Division of Occupazional ealth has not tried to interlere
with Dr. Selikofi's research grant. They are, however,
calling to the attention of the USPES Contract Monitor the
Statements that [r. SelikorZ has made in the past which are
considered.unscicnziiically sased. They will continue to 2o
this in the future.

Irdustry has not as:zomplished and/or published in-plant
eaviroazental Stucics nor research laboratery investiga-
tions waich :ould te used to refute Dr. SeliliolZ's clairms.
The Johns-Hanville l.oporation has been doingz environzentzl
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and medical studiez in theis asbestos vorkers for the

past 25 years wid iheir ribes tless workers for the past

3 years. Tais vorg was con: on an individual plont bazis
arei Ang nob boc: crousht Toetheor for cludy. CienzeZorning
o Comporin fon purtostas a Uiy in taeirs dcuare,
Cilo Mant o Jew Ml aro, uul tiis STULY has noi toen
“rilian upn for Predication uooyet., There iz corzicarunle
SLAwCLiiaid DI L, ee ol u canninny o 2UDLISE Luen infumrae
sion conccraing wa-is CoLLy in Lue seiontific literature
il 20 is identificu as Wielr comsuny's cuta. This nas teen
&n Important factor i, Keeping such datz ous oX the literz-
ture winich, if‘prcse:ted, woulid serve to rclute Dr. Seli-
Roll's claims. -, Sclixolrl's astivities have stimulated

an wgent need fop in.usSiry to coniribute its experience

L0 the scientific ~it:irature. This could Ge cene on an
industry wide basis throuzh tne Indusirial Hyriene

Foundztion Preserving tne &70ryTity ol the inuzivicu:l
participating corganies.

It was felt the nos< Sserious effect of Dr. Seilzellts

clzims have been on the customer and gerera. zudlis reia-
tions. The public wiil nesitate to use 3 procict that is
Purzorted to be associated vwith serious neal:s izzlications.

Johns-xanville,Co:pcration has paid off on five or six
mesoihelioma cases whera irey wera associated witn
sign.ficant pulmonary fibrosis ang massive dust exsosures.
They cost on an average of $L6,C00 per case.

The Division of Cccupational Healtnh of the USPES has spent
$125,000 per year for eavironmental studies on asoestos.
There have been no funds available fop associated =zedieczl
Studies. -

oo

The Research Grants Divicicn of the USPxz is SUpporiing two
other asbestos studies az tre bresent time. Dr. Vorwald of
Wayne State University is using radiocactive tagged asbeszos
particles in order to study the fate of these particles
when they reach tie lungs. The otaer study is oy Dr. Clark
Cooner who is periurming a Study of the construction
industry in San Frincisco wita relerence to the health
hazard associated 1ith asdbestos and fiber glass use. This
latter study will be Similzr to Dr. Selikofits Study wnizh
Was performed on the East Coast.

A point was made tZait the hezlth hazard to workers iavolvecd
in the marufacturing of asves.os aad fiter glass procucts
is not comparable 15 the nezlin hazard of the construction
workers who use i-cse pTrocucts. Much nigher dusz exposures
are experienced 5y the consiruction workers.
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) ' he Sorme discussion was held with respect to the types of

’ binders for fiber glass matcrials which might be used in

' the Industrial Eygiene Foundation research. It was cited
that "chrome binders" are more com=on with the fiber and
"pticnol-forraldenyde" resins are more common with the
insulation materials., It appeared that some guidance
should be provided to the Industrial Hygziene Foundation

* in regard to the type or types of binders which should be
considered {or the research project.

3. The reactivation of the National Insulation Manufacturers
Associaticn's Health and Safety Cormmittee was discussed with Mr. F. H.
Zdwards of Qvéns-Corning Fiberglas Corporation and Mr. C. L. Sheckler of
Jehns-lanville Corooration who will be their corpany's representatives on
this Corratiee. It was felt that our respective companies would be able to
contribute significantly by clcse Study of our own experiences in handling
asteste: and Titer glass rater:als.




