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LEAD IN PAINTS; PROGRESS IN POLLUTION MONITORING

By Thomss P, Carll

Abstract

The areas of lead poisoning and pollucion are currently of
great ianterest to the paint industry. Recent and future legis-
lation in these arsas are likely to have a significant effact.
Recent studies in New York and Chicago, regarding the lead in
paints problem, have focused public sttention on this area with
the probable result that legislation will be enacted to limit the
apount of lead in interior and exterior reaidental paints to 0%.
A study of Sherwin-Williams products including four inmterior
paints and one exterior paint for lead content indicatas that
these coatings are well below the 1Y maximum level now spacified
for interior paints. The four samples of interior paints ranged
from 0.00074% to 0.000688% lsad on the total, while the exterior
paint contained 0.15286X lead om the total.

In the srea of pollution control amalysis of the water
effluent from the Chicago factory is still being conducted on a
systemstic basis. This analysis has provided a much batter
understanding of the nsture of the effluent and the sources
of haavy metals within the plant area. From & simultaneous study,
the probable source of marcury in the effluent has been identified
as netsllic mercury in laborarory sink traps. Work is underway
to slininate this source as vell as other sources of hsavy metals
identified by the affluent monitoring progras.
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