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Monsanto Will Stop Making
Fluids In Pollution Dispute

ST. LOUIS (AP) ~ Monsanto In-
dustrisl Chemncah Ca “the only UST

PCB lmuhtln; ﬂmdl announced
Monday that ltwmquitymdudum
(tuids by late next year.

Earle H. lhrbhon .lr ]tntfll

chemicals divislon, said m firm will
complete distribution of all inven-
tories and
the market no later than Oct. 31, 1977,
The target date would be even
sooner. Harbigon said, but elzctﬂnl
and

withdraw completely from ing over

PCB has been blamed as 2 major
source of pollution in New York's
Hudson River.

The New York Envi J

the firm’s decision to cease production

as so0n as the electrical industry could

Iind alternate fluids and convert its
and to their

laskage of
phnunrmmw-mmum

turers have said they would be mble
any

lo convu't to other
PCB (polychlomuud Mphmyl) a
1 that is

stable, fire-
used widely -in transformers and
capacitors.

Unfonmme!y Harbison said,
*'the very properties that have made
PCBs ideal and even mandatory for
these essential uses, were also found
in the early 19705 to be the properties
causing them to persist and ac-
cumulate in the environmant.”

Sangamo  Electric
Pickens, S.C., which uses inits
manufacture of electric capacitators.
The accumulgtion of PCBs ia
waterways, Harbison said, triggered

Juip

‘The company had earlier quit mak-
ing PCBs for we in carbonless
paper, tire resistant hydraubic ﬂm
heat transfer fuids and plasticizers.

Governmant tests for a three-year
period discovered that the levels of

actually decreasing, Harbison wid.
But he added that the public still saw
PCBs as a threat.

Dr. George Rousch, director of the
medical and environmental heaith
department of Monsanto, said that es-
tensive studies have falled 0 produce
any evidence that PCBs can cause
cancer in animais or humans.

Beca oot resdily
biodegradeable, however, they do
tend to sccumulate in antmal tiseue.

“This in ltsell.” Rousch said.
“‘suggests that they should be replaced |
\f possible with prnduu that are more ,
biodegradesble ...
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