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Decerber 6, 1971

Dr. Donald J, Baumgartney

Rational) Environmsntal Research Centey
Environmental Protection Agancy

200 6W 35th Strect '

Corvallis, Oragon 97330 : f

Deur Dr, Baumgartners

T regret and apologizo for the delay in responding to your
lettex dated Septombox 24, ) .

In mid-1870 Monsanto had announced its Intention of discontinuing
by hugust 20, the sale of PCB's to non-controllable open system
- aprlications such &3 apscialty palnts, sdhasives, paper coatinge,

.( gonlants, industrial and hydrauvliec £luids, Although the timing
vwen dolirerately chollenging, 8 hiagh percentaga of the unes
vere eliminated by August 30. Technological ohstacles wore .
finully resolved in the hydraulie fluids end papor coatings '
apolications with total phase-out ccourring early in 1971,

. .The uses to which PCB's are still being aprlied include eloctrical
transformers, electrical capacitors and closed heat tranafey
eystema which are not food ralated and in which fire resistance
is critical, No f£fluid with tho proper characteristics is today
available for these applications.

‘Control of lose can bs exercised by propor handling, etorage

an3d disposal methods, To achieve this objectivo we are coopersting
vith our cuastonmcrs in the regeneration or disposal by incinera-
tion of waste PCB liquids,

As B result of this program sales of PCD's in 1971 dropped
more than 40% from sales in 1970, with further xeductions
snticipated 4n the future,
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Dy, Donald J. Baungartner
Environmantal Protection Agency
Decerber 6, 1971

Page Two

I have attached copies of Monsanto news releasos and articloe
relating to our program which I hopa you find infomativa
and unoful, .

If I can be of further scrvice pleass lat mo know,

Sinceraly,

¥W. B, Papageorga
Managey ’
Environmantal Protection

¥oP/ex
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