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The growing need for ashestos
CONFIDENT

’

Auteatos i & wondrous mineral Sber
izt the strengzh of steal, the durability
o marble, and insulaving qualities with-
ou? equal. But asbemios alse poses a seri-
ous xnd widesprasd health hamand.
Health officisls predict chat within the
nexs 50 years, 400,000 people, mostly
former workers. will die of canoar be-
cause of theit exposure 1o asbestoe. Now
the feders! government nas taken the
fir3. gtep toward 1 ban on the subgiascs,
and manufacturers and usery altks are
scrambling o find sabstizotee.

Deapite exzensive evidence of the ad.
varse haalth effects of asbagtos, especiale
Iy among shipyard workers, the fedaral
government yptil racently had akey
steps only to minimise occupational ax.
posures (page 9¢H). But the Eaviroa.
maental Protection Agency, citing lts au-
thotity under the Toxiz Substances Coas

™

and a challenge w davel-
op substitutes.”

) al
Avtemotive beske Nnimg Targe: of the EPA’S aatestos vsed In the U.S.~an ave
reguiaion. During recAIrs. sanding relessas Re/miv Abers. ."'080 yesrly dse of

60,
trot Act. annaunced in October its intene ~ While asbestos is found ln Asixons,
tivn 16 study and ragulaze all aspacts of Vermont, and Califeruis, the major de~
asdeswa—{rom mining and milling 1o posits are in Quebee As s
the manufacture and sale of consumner  the aabeston used In the U. 8. is mined in
producss. While the £04's plans still are  Canada. The largest demaestic produsmr
in a preliminary otagn, officials predict of ssbestos-relatad prodocts
that tie near-term regulstion will ine M Corp.,
tlude 3 quota on Imporia and hans an all  inrjes in Cansds end West Gtm:ﬁ
“noncasential” uses. The tion of a ban eends
Plans tor ¢ Ban. £P4 officials siso have through producars. The U, 8,
tade it clear that they sre hasded s far and away Canada’s biggest ous-
toward a towal ban on the matevial. “Our  tomaer. {n 1978 American companies pur~
ultimase geal is to displace asbeatos. to  chased 40% of the mabewton produced in
displacs it gradually, but 1o do It saya Canada, busitess werth more than §200
John P Dakany, the EPa’s deputy amsis-  million “We're grastly conserned shout
tant administracor for chemieal qontral.  it, and we'll make evary representation
“This is & signal w0 industry w make that we cen.” states J. Robert Hutche-
long-range plans o phase oat adbeston  on, chairman of Johna-Manville Cansda
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§ Lw The u.. parent is working
closaly for now with the tea, but
company officials warn tha: ¥
the agency's acticas are vored-
sansble, thay may sast the Togic
Substances Coatrel Act in eourt.
Many U.S. companies that
products aoncaining

are worried, %0. The

singie largest use of aabemtos is
in asbestoe coment pipe. The 2s-
beatos server 33 8 muinforsing
agent, resulting In pipes that gre
highly resigrant W dewrioration

distribution systems.
sheatbing materials, znd viny!
floor tiles often contain asheswos
becautse, in additica to [ eein.
foroamuant qualities, it ia fire
resistant. The substance's hest
rasistance siso makes |3 imper-
Tant £o 3utd and truck manufsc-
* tuprers for brake linings. “In my
opinion. there it no substituse™
for asbesws in heavy«dury wuck
brakes. wrgues Edward J. Sydor,
genaral meouger of Kelsey-
Hayes Co.’'s National Friction
Produets Div.

tinings, along with aabestos paper prod-
uets usad in ehasthing and roofing, in
the agency’s first requiation. z74 off-
polat cut that there are more than
willion motor vehicles In the U.S.
most cars and trucks
set of brake linings every
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for 1978 asbestos felt was used as & five.

for fiat rools. The
declini

Asbestos still is used Ip shi
Natlons] Roofing Contrsctors Asen.

in rooing felt, a compon
industrial and commaercial flat roofs con.

prooling agent in 16% of roofs, & decline

“built-up”

way, “Wewill (NaGA) egtimgies that about 10% of
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