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g STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS, :
2 o 1931, No. 1140. |

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP,
Dangerons and Unhealthy Industries,

[

1931, MADE BY Tnp BBURBTARY OF STATE UNDER 8ECTION 79 oF
| TAB FACTORY AND Wonzsamop Act, 1001 (1 Epw. 7. ¢. 22),

C Tng AsnesTos INDUSTRY RrauraTIONS 1031, oATED Deceusrn 31, : -

In pursuance of Section 79 of the Factory and Workshop Act,
1901, I hereby make the following Regulations and direct that they
shall apply to all factories and workshops or parts thereof in which
the following processes or asy of them are carried on =

@ breaking, erushing, disintegrating, opening and grinding of
asbestos, and the mixing or sieving of asbestos, and sll
processes invulving manipulation of asbestos incidental
thereto; -

(i) all 8ses in the manufacture of asbestos testiles, in.
cluding preparatory and finishing processes ;

(iii) tho making of insulation slabs or sections, composed wholly
or partly of asbestos, and processes incidental thereto ;
C‘ @iv) the making or repairing of insulsting mattresses, composed
vl;holly or partly of asbestos, and processes incidenta]
thereto;
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(v) sawing, grinding, turning, abmding and polishing, in the
.8tate, of articles composed wholly or partly of

8s0estos in the manufacturs of such articles;.
(vi) the cleaning of -any chambers, fixtures and appliances for
the collection of asbestos dust produced in any of the

AR A, i MR sids

foregoing processes, .
o Provided that nothing in thess Re Iations -eball apply g0 en
factory o:gart thereo! ing:hich,ﬁ_hp process of %xt'u%

of asbestos or repair of x‘nsulnting,mméanqz_ any process specified
in (v) or any clesning of machinery or other plant used in connec.
tion with sny such process, is carried on, so long as (a) such process
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—-———— .

or work is carried on occasionally only and no person is employed
thervin for tmare than cight hours in any woek, snd (b) no oth-r
process apecified in the foregoing paragruphs is cacried on.

Drovided further, that if the Chie! Inspector of Factorine is satis.
fled in respect of any factory ur workahop or part thercof that by
reagon of the restricted use of asbestos or the methods of working
or otherwiso, all or any of thego Regulntions can be suspended or
relaxed without danger to tha bealth of the persons employed there.
in, ho may by certificate in writing authorise such suspension or
relaxation under such conditions a8 he may think fit. Any such
certificato may be rovoked ag uny time,

These Regulations may be cited as the Asbestos Industry Regula. .

tions, 1931, and shall come into force on the 1st March, 1932, except
that Regulations 2 (q) and 5 shall wot come into force until six
months after the said date, ang Regulation 1 (s) (ii), so far as it
applics Lo looms, Regulation 3 (j) and (ii) (a) and Regulation 4 (b)
shall not come into force until twelve months aft- - the said date,

Definitions.

Asbestos menns any fibrous silicate mineral, and any admixzture
containing any such mineral, whether crude, crushed or opened.

Asbestos teztiles means yara or cloth composed of asbestos or
asbestos mixed with any other materiy],

Preparing means crushing, disimegmting, and any other process
in or incidental to the opening of asbestos.

Approved incans approved for the time being in writing by the
Chicf Inspector of Factories.

Breathing Apparatus means (1) o helmet or face piece with neces. '

sary connections by means of which g person using it breathes nir
[ree from dust,or (2) 8ny other approved apparatus.

Duties.

It shall be the duty of the occupier to observe Part I of thess
Regulations.

It shall be the duty of every person employed to observe Part 11
of these Regulations.

Pary I.—Du'nu‘or Occupizns.

1. An coxhaust drought effected by mechanical means which
prevents the cscape of asbestor dust into the gir of any room in
which persons work, gha]] be provided an¢ maintained for—

¢ Terms to which defined meaninge are given are printod throughout in italien,
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(a) wmanulacturing and conveying machinery, namely :—

(1) prepqrx'ng, grinding or dry mixing machines ;

(ii) carding, card waste-end, ring spinning machines,
and looms;

(iii) machines or other plant fed with asbestos ;

(iv) machines used for the sawing, irinding, turning,
abrading or polishing, in the dry state, of
articles composod wholly or partly of asbestos ;

\b) cleaning and grinding of the cylinders or other part of o
carding machine ;

(¢) chambers, hoppers or other structuras into which lnoso
asbestos is delivered or passes ;

(d) work benches for asbestos waste sorting or for other
manipalation of asbestos by hand ;

(e) work places at which the flling or emr'ying of sacks, skips

- or other portsble cuntainers, weighing, or other process

incidental thercto which is effected by hand, is carried
on;

() sack-cleaning machines.

Provided that this Regulation shall not spply (i) to s machine
or other plant which does not give rise to asbestos dust, or is
80 enclosed as to prevent escape of asbestns dust into the nir of
any room in which persons work. or (ii) where the asbesios is so
wet or so treated with groase or other material as to proveat tho
evolution of dust, or (iii) to the making or repairing of insulating
mattresses, or (iv) to mixing or blending by hand of asbestos.

3.—(a) Mizxing or blending by band of asbestos shall not be
carried on except with an exhaust draught effected by mechanicul
means so designed and maintained ss to ensure as far as pructicable
the suppression of dust during the processes.

(b) In premises which sre constructed or reconstructed after tho
date of these Regulations the mixing or blending by hand of
asbestos shall not be donc except in a special room or place in
which no other work is ordinarily carried on.

8—(i) The making or repsiring of insulating mattrosses coin-
posed wholly or pastly of asbestos shall not be carried on in any
room in which any other work is done.

(if) In every room in which the making or repairing of insulating
matiresses is carried on— .

(a) adequate exhaust and inlet ventilation in accordance with
arrangemenis to be approoed in ench cose shall be pro-
vided and maintuined;
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{b) no person other thau those engsged in filling, besting, or
lovelling shall be present whilst such processes are
being curried on and work shall ot be resumed in the
room ulter filling, beating, or levelling, fur ut least ten
minutes :

(c) thc flours and benches shall be kept damped so as
offectually to prevent dust arising therefrom ; and

(d) the covers shull be effectually damped imninediatoly alter
being cut out and in tho case of fibre Slled Inuitresses,
shall be kept dump whilst 6lling, beuting or levelling
is being carried on.

4,—(a) Bloruge chuwmbers or bins for loose asbestos shall, in the
cnxe of premises constructed or reconstructed cfter the date of these
Regulations, be effcctuully sepurated from any workroom and, in
the case of other premises, be eflectually sepurated from uny work-
room in which the asbestos iy uot required for the purposes of any
process carried on in the room;

(b) chambers or apparatus for dust settli ;g and Sliering shall
not be sllowed in any workroom ;

(c) arrangemeuts shall be wade to provent asbestos dust dis-
charged iromn cxhaust appactutus being drawn into the air of sny
workroom., .

§.—All machinery used in preparing, grinding of asbestos,
curding, card roller cleuning und grinding, snd uci-clenning and
all card waste-cod machines, luttices, elovators, chutes and con-
veyars shall be so constructed and maintained that dust or debris
contuiniug asbestvs cuunot escapo fromn any part thereo! other than
dust removed by an exbaust dranght provided in accordance with
Regulation £, :

6.—(a) Cleaning by hand, of the cylinders (including the doffer
cylinders) of a carding wachine, sball not be done whilst any person
other than those performing or nssisting st the cleaning is present.

(b) On and after the 1st Neptember, 1033, such cleaning as

sforesaid shiall not be done by means of hand strickles or other
huand tools.

7.=(1) 1n every roua in which any of the requiremonts of theso
Regulations apply—

(a) the floors, work henches and plant shall he kept in &
cleanly stato and freo from asbestos dobris and suitable
arrangements shall be made for the storage of asbestos
not immediately required for use:

(b) the floors shall he kept free from any materials, plant or
other articles not immediatcly required for the work
carried on in the room whicl would obstruct the proper
clenning of the floor; and

(2) Every room: ns aforesaid shall be sdequately lighted.
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8.—() A 83ck which bas contained asbestes shall uot be cleaned
t,y; :;nad buating py by s wachine, complying with Regulutious

(b) All sacks useq 54 coutainers for the transport of asbestos
\vn‘hxn the factory shall pe constructed of impermeable 1nuterial
anc aball be kept in good repair,

8.—(a) All veatiluting plunt useq fur ghe purpose of extracting
of suppreasing dust us required by these Regulstions shall at lcast
once 1n every six monthg bo thurougbly examined and tosted by n
votnpalant porson and uny defcet dinclused by such oxumination und
tost ahall be roctifieg forthwith,

(b) A Rogintor contuining particulurs of such exumination and
test and tho state of ghie plant und the repsirs or altcrationn (if
any) found to be nheceasary shall be kept, and sball be availublo
for inspection by any of His Mnjesty's 1nspectors of Iuctories.

10, A breathing appasatus shall be provid- 3 for every person
employed—

¢ ®eteamdsaang [~ S Xy

(a) in chambern containing loose asbestos ;

(b) in cleaning dust settling or filtering chambers or apparmtos ;

(¢) in cleaning ‘the cylinders, including the doffer cylinders,
or other part of g carding muchine by meaus of hand
strickles : :

(d) in filling, beating, or levelling in the manufacture or repair
of insulating 1nattresnes. /{

11, Thero shall bo provided and maintsined for the use of ull
persons employed in the cleaning of dust settling and filtering
chambers, tunncls and ducts, snitablo overalls and hend coverings.

12. A young person shall not be cmployed in or in conneetion
with the mauufacture of insulsting mattresses, in mixing or blend.
ing of asbestos by band, in snck cloaning, in chumbers or spparutus
for dust sottling or filtoring, in chambers contsining loose asbestos,
or in stripping or grinding the eylinders including the doffor
cylinders or other part of o carding machine.

Provided that nothing in this Rogulation shall sflcet any young
person so employoed at the commencoment of theso Rogulutions,

Parr II.—DuTizs or DPzrsons Eurrovso.

18, No porson employod shall wilfully or negligently disregard
any directions given him for the purpose of securing the ohservance

of these Reguintions or otherwise for the prevention of unnecessary
dust.
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14, Every person employed sball make fall snd proper use of the
spplisnces provided for any of the purposes of these Regulations.

15. No person shall misuse or wrongfully interfere in any
way with any appliance provided in pursuance of these Regulations,

16. Every person employed st wark specified in Regulation 10
shall wear and make proper use of the breathing apparatus pro-
vided in pursuanee of that Regulation.

17. Every person employed at the wark specified in Reguls-
tion 11 shall wear thep overall and hesd-covering provided in
pursuance of that Regulation.

Herbert Samuel,

One of Hi1 Majesty's Principal
Secretaries of Btate.
Whitehall,

#lat December, 1031.
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