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Te: J. P, Verhalen

( froex  John O'Rourke
Subject: Suggested Draft of SMFMA Reply Letter on Asbestos Health Hazardg

Dats: January 6, 1967

I thifk it would be in the interest of the Sprayed Mineral Fiber
Manufacturers "Association if a standaxd form letter was prepared and
available to promptly reply to inquiries we may receive regarding the
potential health hazards of sprayed mineral fiber,

It is the writer's opinion that a prompt reply to a routine in-
quiry is generally much more satisfactory and positive than an extended
delay. Prompt response.to an inquiry or question should do much to
allay the fears or concern of the inquirer and therefore resolve a
problem before some unwarranted action has taken place.

I am attaching hereto a suggested.draft of a routine reply that
we may consider to answer any future inquiries. If you agree, would < .
you kindly forward to Jack Boyer for his review and approval.

Obviously, as in the case of the Department of Industrial Relations
in Los Angeles, action was taken and therefore/specific letters of reply
must be developed to suit the specific action finvolyed.
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SFRAYED NIXERAL FIBER MANU: .CTURERS AcSIOCIATION, IXC.

[Yors Ietter Reply to Notise of Walk-Out on the
Clsim that Sprayed Fiber is a Health Haszard}

Dear s .

This is in reply to your advice that workers in other
trades present on the Jjob in progress at the » Clain that
a posaidble heslth hazard may result from exposure to sprayed
ninersl fider dust.

We are, of course, familiar with the publicity appearing

recently in certain medis concerning the possible effects of long

exposure to high concentrations of asbestos dust. ¥While a nmumder
of medical investigations of t@ia questicon have botﬁ conducted over
& period of years, the co: ;lusfions drawn from the nedical evidance
adduced to date vary considersdly. At this juncture, it 13 fair
t0 sxy that asdical au” :orities are not in ezreesent, even as to
the effects of long term exposure to high ccﬂacnﬁratiods of sueh
dust, for example whers ventilation is lacking. Definitive data
is lacking on the effects of occassionsl exposurs to present-day
sprayed asbestos fiber dust. Thus the more exhaustive studies

and those of lcngest durstion do not relate specifically to the
iypc of sprayed mineral fiber products now being produced by
menbers of the Assoclation, and accordingly not to the type of
product being used on this job.



Noreover, tho sztudiecs which have been citoed in the
adverse publicity are I 9d essentially on mediecal records of
workers xvho performed their obs under conditiocns sudstantislly
different from the average conditions now maintained as Job sites.
Association products sre specially treated during processing with
duat control agents, Dust concentration is further minimized by
the introduction of atouized water sprays as the fiber lsaves the
hoss. The likelihood of any serious concentration I dust parti-
cles would de only in the imnmediate vicinity of the spray gun.

For that resson, ws czution applicators to wear suitadle dust magks,
since they may be working under these condtticns m»m&d
pericds of time. '

cur Associlation meaders sericusly doudt that any sig-
nificent heserd exists for other workman on the sa3e Job site not
actuslly spraying fider. There is no nadical evidence.to our
knowladge indicating that anyone spraying, using Association products
or exposed to Gust in aress adjacent to the apraying have sver deen
afflicted with respirstory or other aﬁ.lmti caused by Associaticn
fibers or processes. _

The sprayed fiber industry, togsther with other industries
dealing in asbestos products, are cooperating with and zupporting ‘
responaiblc rese¢arch projects now under way in thse laboratorm of
the environmental health divisicn of the Public Health Ssrvics and



such reputable research organizations sa the Industrial Hygilene
Foundation of America in Pittsdurgh, Penngylvania. Since thege
research efforts have not been concluded, any statement indicating
conclusive knowledge of the health aspects of todsy's sprayed
fider products, applied under todsay's conditions, would be pra-
mature and sericusly misleading.

The Association is taking every effort to assure that
workmeniapplyir;g the products of the Association sre adequately
protected with respiratory masks. If a particular workmsn oparat-

~ ing 1in areas adjscent to the spraying of minerel fibers is unduly
gsensitive to dust, ha should &lso wear a protective .mask, Such
allergic tendencies would be éxhibited 1n the presence of most any
f dust, for en;m;o,' resulting from rider spreying, concrete hammer-
ing, plaster mixing, rloor sweeping, and the like. Thers is to
our knowledge, houcvof;.no medical research that has established
the occasional exposure to some fibar spray dust as either mors or
less serious health hazard than other types of dust commonly
essociated with construction site operations. |
%e believe tn;s answerz the questions raised. The
Association would be plsased to furnish such other information
- &8s may be requested.

Sincerely yours,

- SPRAYED MINERAL FIBER
MANUFACTURFRS ASSOCIATION, INC.
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