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’■ .' '"There Is disagreement about whether or not asbestos 

•rvi’-r.^.fibres present in food and drinking water can migrate into
■' *,’• j ■>*, ‘ *■ / ’ *t*' ,'i ’ 1' • i ‘ ’’ , . ,, " .» ' .*,•* , «"*• **./•* *, '.rf. '»>' ‘"V '„• * ■. * r v■

^ and;;through .the' walls‘of the. gastrointestinal tract in /'
■":'• ■’ 'V' • V' :*r- :-v" ; ;• '

‘ ’ -----1A:__1 j-- ______ _ j______ _____ t__ : - ^ - •.

of rats’ were- examined-by light microscopy following .'injection
% iy--':9A''y;: ' ; ••: •••- •-•••;*.•• • •• .

of a suspension obtaining amosite fibres into the wall of '
^ . ■ ■ ' iV.>

the'duodenum, "following oral administration of amosite to. 

healthy animal's for a 5 day period and ’following oral 

. administration of amosite for periods up to 7 days to animals 

:';y with induced gastrointestinal ulcers.

v: .. • Injection of amosite into the wall of the gastrointestinal

tract resulted in the production of granulomatous lesions
V. /-- . ■ . . ,

' - ' ‘ ■ -

characterised by large numbers of macrophages in which 

. - crystals with the polarising characteristics of amosite fibres • •

" ' :■ were observed. There were no histopathological abnormalities
. .. .. .. ■ ■ • .

..'in the gut wall of the healthy animals and intracellular 

■ fibres, were not observed in the animals with ulcers* following 

the ingestion of asbestos. There was no evidence, therefore, 

of widespread transmigration of asbestos from the gastrointestinal' 

tract of rats, even under conditions.of loss of the mucosa.

The implications of these results are discussed in light of 

other published work.
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