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:The NIEHS 15 conﬂuctung a.series of stdee ‘on the- effects of ungested
“-asbestos. - .These studies.are- part of the- NIEHS comnitment that is directed
J"by the recently established National Toxicology Program. The Environmental
= Protection Agnnqy has” contributed approxinaLDIy 10% of the tot2l funding.
-1 smmma:y ‘of the evolution of the study is to be found in Appandix A. A
. .:'paper, given at a Wo rPshop on Asb;stos, Gaxthnrsburg, ‘Maryland, July 1977,
) detaxlzng the studles desugn and 1mp1en°nugtxon is attachod (Appendxx B)

-3 :reposwtony of these materials was estab]1sh°d and his also served as a - ST
;source for other sc1ent1f1c studxes on asbestos. K o R S

" Each mater7a1 has been extensxve]y charactervzed as to phys1ca1 and . o -

S . chenical properties. The fiber size characterization performed by the ‘ CT
- IT1inois Institute of Technology Research Institute (II1TRI), “Chicago, .
I1linois, has been completed and a final report received. The chemical :

and phys1cal property characterlzat1on per.ormod by the U. S Bureau of - .:,
M1nes is also conp\eted T ] R .
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Three asbestos nater1a]s are bezng studled at 1T Research InstuuuLe,
;-: Chicago, IL. .The Tifetime exposurc phase of these experiments has
° “been completed ‘ There was. no_indication of major differences in tha
: mortality rate between the hamsters receiving the asbastos diet or the
L., control diet.” Histopathologic examination’ of tissues from female hamsters
has  been completed. The contractor has, ‘reported that a pre].nlnary
ano1y515 of the hamster data indicates that no carcinogenic or cocarcino-
" genic effect was observed. A stendard indspendent qua11ty review of the
2 .pathology results has been comp\eted for the female hamster. .A similar
- - review of the male hamsters is in progress and is expected to- be completed
-+ in March 1981. Analyses of the verificd data and preparation of the dratt o
report is in progress. The renort is_expecied 1o be completed and sub- ) <
mitted to the ITP Board of Scientific Counselors’ Technical Report Sub-
commitiee for independent public peer review in May 1981. ] :
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. Rat Studies . . . . ' ) : S

Tive test materials are being studied in this species at the Hazleton
Laboratories, Vienna, Virginia. 1In addition, a subset of two studies
jncludes neonatal as well as Vifatime2 oral expgsure to asbestos. Thz
Jifetime exposure phase of the study has been completed. - Although caua
*  has not yet been statistically anzlyzed, it apnears that longavity w
pot affected by exposure to the wvarious types of fibers, although the - -
known carcinogen (DMH) did significantly shorten lifespan. The histo- -l
pathologic phese of the study is in progress and 1s projected to be e
completed in October 1981~-there are a total of 5,153 rats to be examinad.
- The_histopathologic evaluation is to be completed by group and then sub- |
« 7+ _jecied to pathology quality review. .Seguential issuance of final reports -
- Qy asbestiform type 1s b2ing considerec “\Iith tha Tirst reports p*og=c;ed
Lo b° avallable for pub]uc peer ¥ review in Docenbnr‘19 . - .
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