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EPA sheds 450 workers through buyouts, retirements Back
By Alex Guillén | 09/05/2017 08:31 PM EDT

EPA will shed more than 450 workers by the end of September, largely via early retirement and
buyout packages, according to an agency official.

After a monthslong process, 362 workers last week accepted the voluntary buyouts, known in
federal jargon as VERA and VSIP. Another 45 workers are still considering offers. Meanwhile,
12 more employees retired at the end of August, and another 33 are expected to retire at the end
of this month, bringing EPA's workforce to 14,428, according to the official.

That's roughly in line with late-1980s levels. According to EPA's website, the agency employed
14,370 workers in 1989 before hitting a high of more than 18,000 in 1999.

"We're giving long-serving, hard-working employees the opportunity to retire early. We're proud
to report that we're reducing the size of government, protecting taxpayer dollars and staying true
to our core mission of protecting the environment and American jobs," EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt said in a statement.

It was not immediately clear how much EPA spent on those buyouts, which can run as high as
$25,000 per person. During a similar round of buyouts in 2014, EPA spent $11.3 million in
incentives on 456 employees  though many of those positions were refilled, unlike most of the
positions in this round.

The White House's proposed EPA budget sought single-year workforce reductions of 3,200, or
about 21 percent of the agency, although Congress has resisted such drastic cuts to EPA's
budget.
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Interior proposes changes to Endangered Species Act Back
By Ben Lefebvre | 07/19/2018 02:26 PM EDT

The Trump administration is proposing changes to the Endangered Species Act the government
says will clarify the decades-old law, but that environmental groups argue could weaken it.

One proposal would adjust how the Interior and Commerce departments decide to add or remove
plants and animals from lists of federally protected species and designate critical habitat.
Another would rescind a blanket Fish and Wildlife Service rule that automatically provided
endangered species protections to wildlife listed only as threatened. And a third would simplify
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