
The Batteries Industry is essential to the EU.
A reliable alternative to the PFAS restriction
proposal is needed.

RECHARGE - The leading voice of the advanced rechargeable
and lithium batteries industry in Europe -is calling for an urgent decision
by the Commission to exclude batteries from the ECHA PFAS restriction
‘scope. Batteries are essential in reaching Green Deal targets and for
the functioning of society, and the length of the ECHA PFAS restriction
proposal process is detrimentally impacting investment decisions.
and the development of a European batteries industry and its value chain.
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Batteries are essential.

ToachieveEUGreen Deaobjectives,theEuropean PFASinbatteriesareessential
‘Commissionhasidentifiedbatteries as astrategicvalue
chain. Batteriesarethus an important ourcaof anergy Their unique. properties ara crical and ioplaceable
andoneofthekeyenablersforsustainable development, to the functioning of batteries - they are repellent (to
Groenmobil, clean anergy, and climate neutrality: water ol and din); durabl (under extreme conditions)

and provid electrical and thermal insulation. As result
of their chemical resistance and tolerance to 3 high

‘The EUbattery industry anditsvaluechain rangeofworking temperatures, PFAS are presentinkey
holdsignificantimportance: «components for all high performance and lithium battery

technclogies (Figure 1).
+ Twooutof iv Important ProjectsofCommon

European iteest(PCE)aededicatedto EmergingnonPFASbatterytechnologies
bares.

+ Batteries are oneofonytheocleanenergy RECHARGE welcomes organisations that are exploring
technologies deemedof highly strategic andlorhavedeveloped non PFAS atemativs in batterie.
importance, alongsideslr and wn. However,its crucialto note these batteries caterto lower

performance applicationsuchasomestationarynergy
Storage markets, which representaminority inthebattery

They are essential othe functioning ofsooty: industry Any global transition is expected to take longer
than the derogation limit set out in the ECHA PFAS

They power a wide range of applications such as estictionproposel.
smartphones, tablets, power tools, hearing aids,
defibrillators, safety lighting in public buildings, and Figure1:

‘providemanyservicesto industrysuchasback-uppower KEYCOMPONENTSWHEREPFASAREFOUND
for mission critical industrial assets including nucle IN HIGH PERFORMANCEAND LITHIUM BATTERY
power plants and inert data centres. Batery storage TECHNOLOGIES
hols renewabl genratrsrlbly trate with existing
gridsbystoring theexcessgeneration andbysmahing Ho

theencrgy distribution.The batteryindusry is oso ouar <=" i
responsible for generating significant economic growth i |

Batteries: | R

+ Powergeneralpublicapplications-smartphones, ere. Hee | so
{ablts, power tools, hearing aid &dfibiltors.
Power industry batteryenergystoragesystems.
(BESS), emergencyalarmsystems & remote loT
‘applications,backup power for industrialassetssuch %
‘asnuclearpowerplants & internet data centres. 4

+ Powermobilitysolutions -EVeandLMT. y memo
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Handling of PFAS in batteries is safe.

Under the EU Green Deal(EGD) thisDirective sin thSafetyconsiderationsofthePFAS restriction eG ee :

RECHARGE suport ars to retih PAS posing 22(COM022) 18) adesingPEAS is nd
ee ievra ctiting euirsments for viewing and updating pris

tocomply with environmental qalty standards, measures1 wid ovl and understandstheconcernsisedbythe rr ot a eo Sor Meese
rogulatory action of the PFASrestiction proposal. hietion paral SEWED 36 vedic’ emissionsof pollutantsan greenhusegases emissions.

Ais, the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainabilty Towards a
3 a Toxic-Free Environmentdirectly addresses the production

Apabiatesexc aseSalt ofsafe and sustainable chemicalsfo batteries.
PFAS in batteries do not pose an unacceptable ik to I PR[nee Inaddition the new Batteries Regulation (EU) 2023/1542)

adresses the diferent environmental impacts of ater
here ae ro wont or winended pra 0 reclaon. Ace 6 wil iden specialte

substancesofconcen.emissions during battery manufacturing, noma use
and during recycling. For example, analysis shows 9Se Alternativeproposalsto manage PFAS
negligible (wasiowater samples analysed during BONETY percLetith
manufacturing confim ther is no detectable emission of 1 ESTE BI SEETECOE BE
essa heemiorrmerth comesto focusing on the rel sources of risks, sucha the

UK AMORor the US EPR’ PFASFramework
Safe handing of substances incorporated in bateries
results in no exposure to workers during manufacturing
and recycling. There ar lso no PFAS emissions from any
type of battery during normal use. \

Alternative proposalstomanagePFASwithin ¥ D
EUlegislation RL AY

InEurope, anyrelease of emissions from bl
batery manufoctuing and recycing EY
operations is controled and must be EONS RA
petow regulation threshold mite set by ST
the Indust Emissions Diectve (ED) ap
@010/5/EU) provening and limiting PS
louis of pluton i =
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An urgent decision to the ECHA PFAS
restriction is needed.

Investments and growth being jeopardised Howeve, the ECHA PFA resticton proposal ts is
creating high uncertaintyfor thebatryindustry

The EUsprojectedtobecomethe word second biggest
battery collmanufacturerbythe endofthedecade.This Thecurren ECHAproposalsnow:

wil require300000workers by 2025 Alo, the nstallation
andmainenanceofbtteries aswellas endoffo recyeing + Liming the Green Dalin achiving fs objectives
couldpotential create between 3-4milionobsby2025" preventingEurope fromachievinganet zero

cconamy by 2050
The European Battery Aliance esimates the market wil = Divrtngbateryvalue chain invesimentsway from.

Havean annus valueof up to €250 illoby 2025. Europe
+ Inhibiting the growthof renewable energy&

eectifcaion of ransport.

& 3a4 Decision urgency
= - Inordertomeet demand, batteries must be

million excludedfromthePFASrestriction.This is:

. + toavidfurther investmentbeing divertedawayfom
jobs by 2025 tok

+ 10allow theindustry tobecome global competitor
© tostayontrackwith reaching EU Green Deal and

cimoteneutolyobjectives

= 2 An exclusion of batteries from the PFAS
restrictionscopewill allowtheindustryto

“Ap become aglobalcompetitorandtodeliveron
the EUGreen Dealobjectives and anetzero

ion cone
annual value
by 2025
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Impact of a PFAS restriction
without an exclusion of batteries
from its scope.

APFAS restriction for battarios will impact
our sociaty. Horo a fow key examples:

STOP the saleof fesavingequipmentsuch
a5 dofbiltors, pacemakers, emergency lar STOP the transition to sectifcation
systams and safety backup ystems in lanes, of mobi.

STOP the use of everyday personal appliances INHIBIT the growth ofrenewable
such as smartphones and laptop energy

® STOPthegrowth of investment& jobs in xoo STOP the EU's digital transition
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