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etc, Planteydt (1974) started a mesothelioma register in the Netherlands:
since 1969 over ?50 cases have been notified by pathologists. However one
probahly may eslimate the annual incidence in the country to bhe over 100 cases
per yeay.  The Dutch Centra) Rureau of Statistics recorded 332 deaths from
primary malignancies of the pleura dn 1949-1972 inclusive; 4if one marks these
cares on the map of the Netherlands, mont cases sppiar to have lived (and wor-
ked) in sréas slong the estuaries: shipyards, harbours, heavy irdustry; ae-
bestos textide factoriecr are not found in that country. In ths UK 170 rotifi-
cations of nesothelicmd {pleura and peritoncum) were made §n J027 an? 243 jn

vias made in ahout 120 cases per year; ther. o

3968; & definite diegnonis
agsin 2 very clear geographic distribution, most notifijed an2d confirn. ¥ canes
coning from arcas with harbour, shipysrds, heavy industry {(Grecenhersy et al 19743,

A simidar trend is meen $n Frenze: an increased provalente 3n Le Havre, Nantes

and Marsejlles (Bignen, personal) conmunication).

Recently Mchoreld et a) (1975) presernted an extensive review of 176 puh-
Jished popers (4-43) caxev), fron whick thiy draw conclusjons on the epidenialo-
gy of mesothe)jona, Semee of their {indingn were:

- 'ln Canadian an? USA-surveys merce than thre: quarters were jrn males and
except in the occupational surveys, mostly pleural.

- In 7 casc-control studics from the UK, Jtaly, FEG, Canade the frequency of
Acfinite or probnhly occupations) exposurce wat on the averaje twn thirlds of
cases.

- By putiing togother dats from Malmdb, Dresden, Glasgow, New York, Philadel-
phis, Turin, Milan and Pavia, 165 cases of mesotheliomz were found in 65,302
autopsies, 2 rate of 0.24%; the truve rate of recognized mesothelioma is
probauly somewhati higher (perhaps by 50t) than found through pathologi-ts,
but i{ other sources are uscd, pathological review is neet.ed o exclude

false casces.
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Expected incidence for some other countries (a.0. UK, Swcden, the Nether-
lands) was calculated bared upon the incidence in Canada over 1966-1972,
in most countrier ohserved and expected figures agreed fairly well, in

selected citiecs however there was » considerable excess: most of those

with excess have either large shipyards, or large ashestos processing

plants.
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