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Your recent omemoe on this syl ‘et owas reviewed wilhowreat iaterec:r gl

cnerated much discussion.

In view ot your immediate veds at LCCP, 1 am responding tr m at.
presently available as well 1s lava which will be available t r more
analvsis in rthe near furure.

Poorallyv concur with vyour staiement regarding previous discussions
which have delt wirh the noed tor analysis of intormartion cbtaindd
trom periodic physical examinat:on results and the development of anv
nealch trends as ascortained Sro- analvsis of these data.

is you have had several inquiries from both individuals and th o 1ol
satery ang health csmmittee :oncerning these questions, [ wil Sy
provide vou with {atormacion as 1t 1s currently available - as well s
olanned” - and will do so f-r -onvenience by addressing cach -t yiur

quescions which were submitte: t> me 1ndividually,

Yi Has anyv speoitic analysis ot this type alreuady been done with ae
past *ive vears of physical exam results?

As vou  are acutely aware, Sid, all of us connected with rhis
examinaticn process have been frustrated by taccors essentiaily
bevond our immediaze conrrel. Specifically, four different vendors
have been contracted with and their track records have not been
exceptional. Data betwe:n these vans has not been able to b
excnanged. Health Examinezics Inc. does however appear to e
capable of staying in business long enough to work wich us.

m

we have received in the Medical Division copies of Plant Pop-
ulation Summaries for 1930 and 1981 for LCCP as well as the other
sites tested by HEI. (Similar copies were also provided to
representatives in management for all sites). The summaries re-
flect the number of employees examined, dates of examinatiocn, and
totals tor each rtest modality performed at each ctest site. A
comparison of LCCP's pupulation data with the rest of Concco
tested has not reflectec any health trends - either positive or
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Jne major problem that exises is that a sutistactory cumparison
popularion does not appirently exist tor most plants and rherob.
orobinics  the  developmint  of  a ally werthwhile studv. Many
prominent epidemiclogis:s are now working on ways by whi n com-
“arison groups <an be ur tizod however.

Avain, HISS wil. direccl 1liress these questinns.

31 What is the expected formi: ind timing for anv furure anal-wis
plant populaticn groups in terms of occupational exposure La-
dicitors, weneral health rroends, und derailed morbidity data
H15S should be "on stroam’™ by 198b. During the interim, wo .
Medical shall be look:ng to HEL for information from theor
summaries. This is one t the major reasons we have stresscd The
“hundred pervent  accountability” neecs. Unless the emplovees it
cach plant are examined nt their daca made available for dovelop-
ment of statistics for eazn plant, none of our numbers «ill he =
ent lrely valid,

To the oesc ot my knowledge, there have been no trend devel pmants
wirhiin Concco Inc. which would point to any other conclusivn ~han
that  our work populaticn is at least as healthy, and in mo
cuses mere so, than the rererence population of several thousen:
worxors which HET has accuimulared for comparison purposes.
sure i tocal sat oty and health committee could poll their
rs Lo seek their individual responses as to their 0

personal health trends. 'he plant summaries of course, would rcgi
mandagerial approval befor: overall distribution.

I would be happy to address any or all of these issues with vou or

sthers whd vou feel would benefit from such discussion. Please do not

Fesicare 7o let me know if further help would be beneficial.

Hopefuliy, this rather lengtiy response to vyour questions will preve
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negative. Also, comparisons made by HEI and their ''reference
popuiation”, (the tortal population examined by HEI through ut i
countryy o nave failed ©o o derect any significant problems.

In addition te rthese plaint summaries, each employee wne has
participated in an HE!D :xam for ar least two years has o tread
inalvsis provided as a part of his/her exam report which s
nrovided to each emploee. This individual trend will :nclude
three vears worch of da. a2 for those emplovees electing ¢t paire -
icipate in rhe 1982 HMDT  oxam. (We have not vyet received oor
copies in Medical for 1982 41 the time of this reportc ro you'.
Also, the resulws of the cudicmetric tests are being sent ro un
ourside vendeor for stora:e ind par-ial evaluation. (We current
arv awaiting a finmal decisi»n as to what ftorm these dac. will te
made avallable due to minor rechnical difficulrcies).

Finallv, HISS - currentl: in its develecpment stage - will 2o uble
te provide all of us wi h an ability to review and compar. test
resulrs ac o logal level. Dr. Chester assures me that he .nd his
statt are diligently working with representarives of all rtacers
B Conocn Inc. to develop rthe finest system available for- pra-
ducing 1 wase trom whicn epidemiological studies, rtrends., ot

Jan oo obralned.

Untoriunately, tae develcpment of such a system of this magnitud
takes several months to years. During the interim, we can Jdepend
noour current sources toy provide all of us with data to review

v1) Have any epidemiological studies been made which would show what
the most appropriate screening test indicators are?

txcept for the standard liver profile battery of tests for VCM
exposure, no specific screering tests, per se, have been developed
tor general industry ‘'ype exposures. Certainly a pulmonarv
function test and chest x-rays place specific roles in dusty
environments and blood lead resulcts where required are quite
useful.

The recent studies such «s AP1/Sloan Kettering for morbidity and
mortalicty are still gathering data. As you are aware, scveral
vears worth of data are roquired to fully appreciate and evaluate
health rrends of this sort.
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