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Dear Mr . Po H i t s e r :

I am not sur e t het I know how t 0 —,nsver une cuescion
raised in y our le tt er o f January 22nd, orino ipally for the
reason that I have no proper basis for judging the degree  
of toxicological sophistication out of which the question  
arises. If, therefore, my reply seems to impute a consid er­
able content of naivete in the question, I trust that yo u 
will recognize that I am not being patronizing, but only  
simple In my attempt to reply. -

First let me say that modern gasolines (I u:?o the  
plural advisedly) are extremely complex In their composition,  
having \ variety ci additives (antiknock: compounds, anti-
oxidative, e tc .,
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1in 3 m e hi. gh in a.r ' oma tic y ir rear bons, an d th c se as a

group are more toxic than the aliohatic hydron croon.  :. All  
of them nave narcotic properties, being capable in suitable
concentration of in-’uc ins; varying degrees of -.;iS J ri nutation,
drunkenness,  ̂rows i n c ? ~ r;; ̂ ̂ 1 8 : th* y cay bo . "* •thaï u v ' ■ ? r
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difficult to say just why th i " is true, "mu : ’ t L ~
even of ethyl alcohol. There is t nere fo>e, io •• . r
to be mystified by the occur mence of ivre v  : .. i :• t a •
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deeply enough and frequently enough by a  
leum hydrocarbons, than by the alcohols.

variety
y a are indeed

ihanism, as I Jo not deny, bumystified as to th  
not consider _that ve need think: of any new or highly  
"toxic agent". Do not misunderstand me as iepre '  
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- about the higher aromatic hydrocarbons.

It has been a temptation, which has not ene  
resisted by many persons, some of whom snould know be  
to credit the toxic effects exerted by gasoline so it  
content of lead alkyls ( 1 • ah tetraethyl, tetram.ethyl,  
This, of course, is a matter that has been worthy of  
gation, and much investigation has been carried out.  
are good reasons for great skepticism concerning the  
role of the*ee compounds in the situation which you de

tter,
3

etc.).  
investi-  
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cos sib le  
scribe.

It may be that I have raised certain questions  
in your mind, instead of providing answers. If so, I shoul d 
be glad to  he ar dr cm you further. The phenomena which you  
describe, are important. 'The  "sniffing of gasoline” is not  
new, but line other addictions of this type it is a cistressi ng  
affair.

3ineore ■ ours

FAX; men

îofce: A. M . D .
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