
and retailing <>f foo'i arc rr- 
: t v -c»i t.> (.nntimie to nso this yr-ar at high 
: ttc.- I’rc.-nWU Ford s energy t inff ,md 
• >y proposals also am expected to add 
oigtvr (ooi <osis throughout th* food indus­
try mat would be pissed on to consumers in 
•he form of father prices, officials say.

The Agriculture Department also re- 
:ted that nnces paid by fanners for com- 

mobiles and services, interest, taxes and 
wa'j'-’s was unchanged m the latest month.

The nan tv ratio dropped in fhe latest 
month to from a revised figure of 74 at 
mid-December The ratio is a favorite indi­
cator of how farmers are faring in relation 
'o the rent at toe economy and is derived 
from a formula that equates the indexes of 
’•■rues pud and those meived and cum- 
oare? them with a T'll-ll bise period. Ac­
cording to fhe parity theory, farmers cur­
rently have 7o‘”r of their 1911-11 purchasing
power.

Pmcps rereivc-D or termers tor tseir prirx 
:c“noare as lonows

Jan IS.-75 Dec IS '74
wneat. H' Du................ 4.n 465
nye. per Qu ...................... 2 SO 7 60
atce. rouQn. oer cwt .........  1C 30 10.SO
Oats, oer du.................. ....... i.U l .73
Corn, oer Du .. —......... 3 07 3.<7
barley, per du................ 3 17 3 30
Sorghum qra;f», per cwt ... 4 96 533
Hay. Ddiea, oer ion............. SO 13 50.70
Cotton, per IS .....................  421 .437
Cotlo^seeO. cer Ion ............. 128.50 1 30.00
Soyoeons, oer bu ................ «.30 7.03
Fcenuls. oer ID .......................... 375 186
Flaxseed, per Du ................. 8 63 10 50
Potatoes, per cart ............... 3.32 3.45
Hogs, per cwt ....... ..............  38.70 38.30
Beet cattle, per cwt ........... 27.60 27 M3
Calves, per cwt  23.90 24 80

; 5beeo. Der cwt ..................... 9.60 8.70 -
: Lames, per cwt ............. .. 3690 36.10

SutteHdt. per to ................... 616 .633
68.1k, wholesale, per cwt .. 8 79 8 23
Cnickerij. live, per lb _______ .247 .219
Tj'Vevs, l.ve, oer lb ................ 318 313
Eoqs. per aoz ........................ 5MJ .519
Wool, per ib ......................   .405 .434
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World Wheat Market
Is Easing as China 
Cuts A ustralian Order

i ___________

\ R •< ■! W \l I. Sn(»:T JiilKN II. >•/.»/* R. pir’rr
> NEW YORK -Considerable easing in the 
: world wheat situation became apparent Fri­
day when news from Australia suggested 
that China trimmed a three-year wheal 
agreement with that country.

! J. P. Cass, chairman of the Australian 
Wheat Board, said Australian and Chinese 
officials met in Melbourne last week and sel 
prices on 37.3 million bushels, which were 
mart of a three-year wheal pact agreed on in 
1974.

Mr. Cass valued the agreement at S15C 
million. However, officials from the People’s 
Republic of China didn't exercise an optior 
to buy up to 67.2 million bushels, an ex 
oorter said, presumably because they dicin': 
need that much grain.

Earlier last week China canceled a U S 
wheat'order of 22 4 million busneis. Russia! 
officials who also placed orders for 37.3 mil 
.ion bushels of Australian wheat in 197 
have been talking with Australian Whea 
Board officials dunng the past severa 
weeks. So far there hasn't been any new 
from the meetings.

Russia has already canceled some whea 
jrders in the U S. that called for delivene 
before the end of the June 30 crop year. Ex 
sorters say the Soviet officials are still con 
ierring with U.S. exporters to cancel mor 
orders or defer shipments until later in th< 
• car.

civil Milts ug.unst ire six defendants and a ji 
Muwate civil amt apuina Utnh-kialio Sugar |i 
Co. and the National Sugar Boot Growers j 
Federation, ail ■seeking to prohibit price-fix- I1 
ing.

Vinyl Chloride Firms ’ 
IiOse Appeals Court 
Ruling on New Curbs

NEW YORK-A special federal anneals 
ourt panel denied an industry challenge to 
ew stringent government regulations that 
could limit the exposure of workers to vinyl 
hloride. a common industrial chemical that 
ins been linked to more than jwo dozen 
ases of a rare liver cancer.

In a 22-page decision Friday, the U S. 
'ourt of Appeals for the Second Circuit up- 
ield standards developed by the Labor De- 
lartment s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration that would require compa- 
lies to hold levels of vmyl chloride to one 
>art vinyl chloride per million parts of air 
n the atmosphere that workers breathe 
/inyl chloride gas is used primarily in the 
daslics industry, to make polyvinyl chlar- ■ 
de. or PVC. a plastic with wide application 

. n consumer products and in the construe*
I ion industry.
! The OSHA standards had been scheduled 

o go into effect Jan. 1 but were challenged 
ay the Society of the Plastics Industry and 
»ight companies. The industry conien6s that 
.he cancer-causing effects of the chemical 
occurred only when workers’were exposed 
n years past to very high levels of vinyl 
chloride, and that meeting the stringent 
me-part-per-million standard is technology
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NOTICE TO THE HOLDERS OF 
MORTGAGE BANK OF COLOMBIA 

(Banco Hipofecario de Colombia)
'wtnty-Ymr 7Te Sinking Fund Cold U«adi 

of iiai;
(Dated November 1, IDS*,

Due November 1, 1(6IQ)
Not ire - is hereby giwn that United 

ncrivas Bank has mi <l*'po.“U certain 
r -tncys which it holds in trust for the re- 
<i mnuon or other payment uf the issue of 
I -mis (cethilasi known as the Mortgage 
1 ink ol Colombia's Twenty-Year 7% Sink- 
i p Fund Gold Bonds of 19CC and for the 
I yment of coupons or interest on these 
I jnds. These moneys have not been claimed 
1 ■ the holders of such Bonds or coupons and,
•i ter February 21. 1373. the balance of such 
t onoys tht-n unclaimed by those entitled 
t c-reto will he delivered tr> the Bank for 
j rnculturc. Industry and Mining (Caja de 
l T-dito Agrario. Industrial y Minero). which 
i the li'iuid.itor of and has succeeded to all 
t e rights, duties and liabilities of the Agri- 
t Itural Mortgage Bank (Banco Agricnla 
I ipotecarjo, which 1.4 the assignee of tho 
i tfcat of Banco de los Andes (formerly 
I town a* the Mortgage Bank of Colombia)
> the trust fund.

Any holder of such Bonds or eoQpnns
> ;on 1<1 immediately contact UNITED 
, MEK1CAS BANK. Corporate Trust De-
I trtment. 50 Broadway. New York. New’ 

urk 1U004 [telephone (212) £69-9(82).
UNITED AMF.Hir,\S BANK

H0UJ to
merit has countered that no safe limit for 
vinyl chloride is known and that meeting the 
new standard is feasible.

The appeals panel, consisting of retired 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Tom C. Clark 
and judges Frederick van Pelt Bryan and 
Kevin T. Diiffy. had delayed imposition of 
the OSHA standards until they could rule on 
the merits of the industry appeal. In deny­
ing the appeal, they ruled that the regula­
tions could go into effect in 60 days.

Ralph L. Harding, president of the Soci­
ety of the Plastics Industry, declined full 
comment on the ruling until the SPI and in­
dustry lawyers have reviewed it. But he 
said. "We’re shocked at the news and the 
Implication for the industry."

If the industry decides to continue its 
legal action against the vinyl chloride stan­
dards. it can ask the full court of appeals to 
review the special panel’s decision, or it can 
go to the Supreme Court. "Our subsequent 
course of action hasn't yet been deter­
mined." Mr. Harding said in a statement.

The companies that participated in the 
appeal are the Hooker Chemical Corp. sub­
sidiary of Occidental Petroleum Corp., 
Union Carbide Corp.. Air Products & Chemi­
cals Inc.. B F. Goodrich Co.. Uniroyal Inc.. 
Dow Chemical Co.. Firestone Tire & Rubber 
Co. and Tenneco Inc. The companies are the 
major U.S. manufacturers and users of 
vmyl chloride.

There are about 6,000 workers employed 
in plants that make vmyl chloride gas or 
turn it into PVC plastic.

oLE.UUr.JU-
fOTfiO

VJsii sirosi Jsarner
cell...880-820-3040 

toll free

____ 0P_._..
I Just complete this coupon and mail to 
I The Wall Street Journal |
I 200 Burnett Road. Chicopee, Mass. 01021 1 

| . DOne year $38 |
| CSK months $20 |
| Dthree months SI0.50 f

□Payment enclosed 
□Sill me later

Company Name

Name

Address i

City

State Zip

I Above rates. U.S. and Possessions 3K3E 
, and Canada. Foreign rates on request.

\
\
l-

r

,

BF
G

13
66

5


