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20th Septemder, 1961.

Dr. Alan King,
Director,
Tuberculosis Branch,
Department of Health,

SANBERRA. AC.Te
Dear Alan,

Asbestoplp = Wittenoonm Cauged

Here 18 a copy of a8 letter which I have written
to Ir. Rennie. This has followed a communication which
Dre Bruce Hunt sent to Dr. Rennie as Consultant Phyeician
to the Colonial Sugar Refinery. DIr. Hunt indicated con-
cern at the number of cases of pneumoconiosis coming out
of Wittenoom. Dr. Rennie replied that mich money had

been spent in the last few years on ventilation, and in-
deed thie 1is tmue.

As you will see from the copy of my letter to
Dr. Rennie, I consider this 1s not the essential point
but that the Company should now atone for the neglect
of the past by eeeing that everything possidble is done
to prevent asbeetosis from ocourring in the future,

It would be much eppreciated if you would put
your point of view forward if and when you communicate
with him, ag you yourself had some experience with the
problen before you left this Statee.

As you will see from the figures quoted to Dr.
Rennie, the numbers are increasing and may continue to
do s0. I reiterate that the Company has a prime res-
ponsibility to prevent this increase.

Yours falthfully,

(D.D. Letham)

PHYSICIAN
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH SECTION.
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Sr. Q0. Lethen,

Yeparizent of Fuitlis TeaTth
£7 Hurvr Street,

tTRIY. Yele

Jear Drs Letham,

Asbectosis - Wittenoom.

L (a¢ 3.
£

hzn}: you very much for your letter of the 20th September
concerning the problems of the Wittenoom Asbestosis workse

1 am sure thet the Tomoeny 1a aware of the need to eontrol

the dust hazzerd and in thelr opinion the changes thst they have

~nlg some 2 or 3 vears aco have led to a distinct improvement in

tre cbvioue dust. T woull arTee entirely with your suggestions

s:-+ the Company should ts¥e sn active interest in messuring dust
levele and T shall teke this point ur with them. It is up to the

23na1 eile to indlcate whe* levels are "szfe™. Thie. can surely be

br referense to a-nranTiale authoritise vith excerience in this . -,
1. T kowe h2d some nrslininery Aiseugsions with Dre Gordon Saith -

ghall =ale cther snuiries. T thinl: vou mar hove seen the lntter
et "y, Motultr hee sent to Te Apted 19th Rentember and siving
roptietlave of Anct earnte. Thia ie all very nuck io the point.
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T = opeTes T = 23 .ot gamz action hefore teag. With kind
wazarie an) tene theuls far rour latter.

Toure sinzeraly, -
« e
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL B

JieN:FG. Date ... 2nd Ootober, 1961. ... ..

¥r, T. A, Telfer,
Under Secretary,

ines Despurtment,
ZRTH.

————

Deur Sir,

I feel thut 1t is imperative that a meeting be
held between the Hanugement of Australian Blue Asbestos and
representatives of the Uines and Public Health Departments.
This could perhups be arranzed, if you are agreeable, for
Tuesday, 10th Ootober, when both Hr. Boylund and I will be in
your Department. We have both visited Wittenoom and the wmost
recent dust counts show that a serious health hazard exista.

Dr. Bruce Hunt hus writien me concerning a aman 4ying
4in Perth Chest Hospital froa a disease gontracted at Witte-
noom. X-know the patlent and confirm Dr. Runt's diegnosis.
1 have many other men seriously affected by silicosis &nd
asbestosis. One man has died of a canger attributatle to
2 gears work in the 1411, Mr, Collard, General Cecretary,
Aostrslian Yorkers' Union has alsc consulted me and expressed
grave concern over working conditions., He stuted that he
intended to pursae the matter further.

It would appear that repeated advice and warnings
about the health hazard from dust have been ineffective and
th t stronzer .action will have to he taken,

Yours fuithfally,

Qo

Dr. Letham: m"‘ ;gi?r‘;}%%‘:':,uv.
Copy for your information.
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