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‘Nader group asks government
o ban use of vinyl chloride

ssmecisied Pross
WASHINGTON — Ralph Nader's
Health Research Group ssked the federal
government vesterday to ban the use of
vinsl chleride in astosolized cosmetics,
‘pesticides and other housebold products.

Several cases of a rere lver cancer
have been found among vinyl chloride
woTkers in & B. F. Goodrich Co. chemical
plant in Loulsville, and in a plant oper-
atedbythecooc\wﬁre&kubbe(:o.
in Niggara Falls,

Viny! chioride, 2 basic chemlical in the
plastics industsy, is the Ioundation for
hunarrdsofmmmer ;nvduﬁs. -

v*oh-! lchloridcisuea propelisat
ny! M
‘in serosol containere.

! Wolfe told a Senate Health subeom-
mittee thxt »: source in the cosmetic ip-
dustry informed him that vinyi chloride
is going into such coametic acTosois a8
hdrsprayx. 4 e

semre BT 3

“Beauty parlor operaters and on-
surners are using the vinyl chioride,” he
aaid. “This chemical may represent anoth-
er thalicomide,™ Wolfe said. Er did not
{dentify any product brand names,

The Nader petiticns to ban the chem-
icals in serosols were sent to the Food
and Drug Adminisiration, the Cenpumer
Frodart Safety Commission and the Envie
ronmental Proteciion Ageney,

In letters to the three xgency heads
the Nader grvup asked them to make

poblie the brand names of all aerosol
consumer product; and cormelics th.t
coatain vinyl ¢ thioriﬁe.
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In West Vzrgznm, England

-

2 2 more deaths tled t

W By KEITH RUNYON
N CourbprJournsl SaR Wrvier

'l('.‘
"Anglosarcoma, the rare liver camcer

‘ that caused the deaths of at least lwe'

“Yemployes of the polyvinyl chlaride manu-

facturing unit of the B.F. Goodrich Co, In .

Loulaville, reportedly killed a worker {n
. West Virginia »ix years agn and another
- more recently in Geeat Britain.
.. A spokestnan for the Unlon Cardide
.Corp in Seuth Charleston, W. Va_ said
;. ot might that an employe of (he plant’s

pcl.wiayl chloride division whe died in
1968 had angiosarcoma.

And the medical consuitant lo the Ken.
tucky Department of Labor, conferring
with cencer rexcarchers in Cincinzath yes- |

terday, learned of the death of an em. |

p)oye of England’s Impetlal Chemical :

Ltd. Another polyvinyl chioride worker
in West Germany also s szid 0 have died:
of angiosarcoma. N

The Union Cardide spokesman report.
‘od that medieal records of 728 present
sand past employes were screened to des
: tormine whether any had saflered trom
s rcoma. The perwons  screened
worked in the polyviny! chioride unids in .
~ South Charieston and in Texas Clty, Tex.

Of those reviewed,

in the South Charleston plant from 1344
: to 1962 — was r victim of the rare dis
i pase, the spokesman said.”

#eanwhile, Dr. J. Bradford Block, con.

‘sullant to the state labor depsrimeoot
.; which is investizating the Goodrich em-

* deaths, yesterday visited the Kete —

“tering Institute of the Univenity of Cln-
cinnatl. where reacsroh involving mon-
keys may shed light on the couse and

i.

the records in~-

treatment posdbilitics for anglosarcoma.
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The Kamrmz Institute, which con.
ducts epidemiologic studies (lavolving

dimncs in groups of animals), initiated
! 8 study tn 1968 to determine the relation-
a;

ship, if any, beiween acroosteolvss,
bone disesse, and polyvinyl chlondc ac-
cording to Block,

B.F. Coodrich: financed that study, said
Block, hut ihe official nbservations ended
18 monthx ago when the funding stopped.

Vinyt chioride, the cax from whfch paly-

" However, the tests conducted so far

]
-

i f

; have not proved thst the menkeys have

. angiosarcomas. .

. Their conditions. according ta Block,
will be closcly watched to see i, and how
" {=st, the angicsarcoma develops. It may
be possible to relate the time ihe direwso
m!owinmemkmtommo{
. progression in humans,

‘ Biock said that he. Kentucky's Labor
Commiszioner James Yocom. and other
l ‘officials of that departiment who visHed .
the Cincinnati facllity hope that the Uni.,
versity of Louisville Modics! Schoot’.‘
canver rescarchers can participate in the.

; study. He rald a meeting belween otl- |
clals of the two achools is in the ofling. .

Goodrich has announced that five of its®
employes died detween 1684 and laat De-!
cember of nnamnrcomn Another man:
who worked in the polyviayl chieride di-:
' vizion han developed the cancer, dut ix,
still Tiving, -

The firm is lnvemuung the lak be-

. vinyl chioride is derivad, was injected <) twven angiosarcama and the men's work- !
" dicated that only ene man — who worked ' into the monkeys' paws: Since these ine -

Jections 1 1969, thoy have languiahed in
their eages while the scientisls wait to sea
H diyease seds in,

Recent tests indmtc that. the mmkgyut
problems,
also abnormnlmu o{ the lver..

e

ing environment. AR} of the men who died H
"of the disense worked st sotng poemt i
the pelyviayl chlcride productiion unit :
Polyvinyl chloride has been manufac-
turcd commercially for more than 35
years. It i» used to produce ilems such as ¢
Y ph records, somo food contain-
.cn,vln insulstion snd oor tile. i
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yours after the cld
Co. moved away from tewn. .

Mo, # ' more than chilling. We con-
faas 0 wme%m :c'huaﬂyﬁ
rage &3 'S
balanced

. series on the spectet of besad
dmedoddmowwmspagsw

Ammﬁynmm&ﬂdﬁym’

‘wwedm&acamynnnlﬂulm
“that benridine, a compound used in the

mimonﬁdymﬁn.hadbemchseiy
ed to of the bladder. Doctors

in Europe zounded wamings as early as
1929, but American workmen were

being
nndmkncm to .
ng\uar!y ngly::posad

as late

THAT WAStheyearxnenploycd
Gnuman(‘.benual a division of Toms

widdy spreed? Tim amn &
g ittt o

shocking NO. As Gibesn

" *“For 15 years the harvest of tunwes
" smeng Cincionati Chemical
‘mained essentially 8 private chrowicle,
Beyond compasy circles, the story was
knewn to several Cincignati urologists
whe treated the workers, (b state agen-

dumthmom'bmtyfcrmsﬁgaﬁ )

mcompmsanoncm

that lingers these mey
Conrinnati

. ki
tian with Gibean, be told of having learn-|
ed of a study of a “horrendous™ locals
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THE WASHINGTON POST
February 22, 1974

COSMETIC COMPLAINTS

by Nancy L. Ross

The cosmetics industry yesterday told a Senate health subcommittee it
had an excellent safety record ~- only 9,700 injuries last year ~- and no
additional regulation, especiaily pre-marketing clearance by the Food and
Drug Administration, was necessary. Testimony came on the second and final
day of hearings to revise cosmetics laws.

Under questioning by Senator Thomas Eagleton (D-Mo.)}, J. Richard
Edmonson, chairman of the Cosmetics, Toiletry and Fragrance Association, did
concede, however, that industry could live with mandatory registration of
manufacturers, f£illing of formulas with the FDA and reporting of verified
complaints.

Industry represen;;tives balked when the senator asked them to respond
to a subcommittee questionmnaire detailing the total number of complaints they

received annually, brand names of the offending products, the total value of

their advertising budgets compared to their safety testing budgets and how

much they had paid out in damage suits, Companies seemed willing to comply

only on the condition the information not be made public.

Earlier, consumer advocate Ralph Nader had accused the industry of

contradicting itself. He said: '"On one hand, they tend to minimize adverse §§
reactions from cosmetics and boast of how safe they are. But at the same %g
time, they sffongly oppose mandatory programs of adverse reaction reporting §§
with public disclosure and don't want the government forcing them to prove
their products safe.”

(more)

BFG29753
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The Health Research Group, a Nader organization, yesterday gsked the
government to ban vinyl chloride, a propellant for aerosols, including
inexpensive hairsprays. A derivative of vinyl chlori&e, polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) has recently been linked to the deaths of five plastics workers in
Kentucky. A sixth worker has also contracted the rare form of liver cancer.

Dr. Wolfe said he did not know how many personal and household products
contained vinyl chloride because no ingredient }abeling is legally required
on cosmetics, He asked FDA Commissioner Alexander Schmidt to make the brand
names pubiic.

Dr. Wolfe maintains a manufacturer he declined to identify told him
recently vinyl chloride was still béing used in hairsprays. A spokesman
for Dow Chemical, which makes vinyl chloride, said it had recommended in
May 1973 that the propellant not be used for personal products. A spokesman
for Aerosol Age magazine said vinyl chloride was no longer in wide use.

CIFA presented an Arthur D, Little Inc. study showing that review of the
25,000 cosmetics now on the market would take "all of the estimated 1,340
qualified experimental and veterinary pathologists now practicing in'the
U.S. half of their time for 30 years and would cost $6.5 billion."”

~ These figures were challenged by Dr, Sidney M, Wolfe of the Health
'Research Group, who said the cost would be much less due to duplication of
cosmetics and because many marginal products would be eliminated at the very

prospect of govermment scrutiny.
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1o BUSINESS POLICIES - THE BUREAU OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS, INC,

WASHINGTON, D,C. - FEBRUARY 21, 1974

The Health Research Group, meanwhild, peritioned CPSC, the Food and Drug Adminis-
uation, and e Environmanial Proiceion Agency to ban the use of vinyl chloride in aerosolized
cosmetics, including hairsprays, in acrosolized household products, and in pesticides, on
grounds “therc is rRubstantal evidence that vinyl chioride is & carxcinogen.

‘The petitioner §s a public fnterest group funded by Ralph Nader's Public Citizen group.
The xresearch group declared: : _

"Vinyl chloride is imown o be uscd as a propellant for aerogols. The chronic exicity
and evidence of carcinogeniciry of vinyl chloride monomer for humans has been documented by
sclentific studies and clinical reports. Immedijate action is necessary to reeulare the use of
the chemical sinee there is no evidence to show that human beings can be safcly cxposed to the

chemieal, . - )
"Vinyl chloride wonomcz, which is uscd in making polyvinyl chloride (FVC), has re-~

" ceived much attcntion in the past few weeks since it hag been linked with 2 rapidly rising num~

| where hair spray is being uged--can oxceed 250 ppm {(Acroxol Ara

ber of lver cancer deaths among vinyl chloridc workers at a single B. F, Goudrich plant in
Louisville, Xentucky. In the past fcw days the sixth case of the rare and invariably fatal can-

- cer--angiosarcoms of the liver-~hay been disgnosed jn & worker at that plant. - ¢

“Expéerimental studies have fcund production of the 2ame type of liver cancer in xata

 after inhslation of vinyl chloride at doscs as low as 250 ppm {for 127 weeks), according io an

Itallan study presented at 2 Department of Labor heaxing on the chemical last Friday.

" ablishied report, the levels of vinyl chloride--under conditiona
According to a publi p . April 1964, p. 47).

it ha= ix:2n meir practice in recent

e i . Gooirich--say that
Most industrics--including B. F. Gowdrich--say The federat

.years to try 10 keep induscrial cxposures dewn to 30 ppm over an 8 hout day.
occupational health standard is currently 500 ppm.

* The Heslth Research Group also requested that the Food and Drug Administration ‘
irmme “lately prohibit the use of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) congaincrs; to package any cosu}?m.
product which is capable of leaching detcctable amounts of vinyl chloride from lts plastic
container. e

In letters to the heads of all three sgéncles, the group requcsted that thc‘ ageacy make
public the brand namex of all aerosol consumex products and cosmetics presentiy roarkcted--
or markcled at ssy time in the past--which contain vinyl chioride a5 a propellant so that
“exposed people™ caa inform their physicians. o . S
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