October 3, 1942.

Lieutenant Albert E. Abreham,
‘Medical Corps,

United States Army,

Dale Mabrey Field,
Tallahassee, Florida.

‘Dear Lt. Abraham:

I have just received a reprint of your article in the May
issue of War Medicine, entitled linical and Subeclinicsal
Lead Intoxication! I was greatly surprised vhen I read the
clinical reports and the laboratory dete and when I recognized
that the conclusion arrived at had been voiced in large part
on the presumptive evidence of lead exposure conveyed by the
‘anslytical data. My first impulse was to write the editor of
War Medicine and to express some coriticism of your article.
On second thought, it seemed the better part of courtesy to
direct my letter to you in the first instance, since in any
event 1t will be necessary for me to call the attention of
the 0ffice of the Quartermaster General as well as scme of my
‘colleagues at thﬁ Army Medical School, to certain points in
the discussion. You may be interested to -ikmow that we have
studied the.lead exposure assoclated with the operation of the
gasoline stove vhi é/was used in this coocking. I am assuming
that the. regular fi1e¢ld cooking equipment was available and
that this vas thagcooking equipment referred to in your article.
Our obaer?ationa”#ould indicate that significant lead exposure
wauld nnt occur £ccept under highly unusual circumstances. It
is ‘my optnian‘thaj‘the exposure described in your two cases
are quite inaign; dicant and, moreover, that the symptoms com-
slais no wise suggestive of lead intoxication.
& with the exception of the lead analyses, —
hggestive, in my opinion, since basophilic stip-
" the red cells can be found in moderste numbers in the
blood of most persons.

Passing nov to the urinary lead findings, the results are such
on mere‘inspection as to indicate their complete lack of any
significanoe. Inlsmuch &8 both in the taxt and in the table
the- quantities are‘written out, I assume that no mistake has
‘been, made. in recording the results obtained. Otherwvise, it
be though . that reference was made here to micrograms of
le&d*ramher thnn milligrams. In any case, they are insignifi-
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cant .If they should be micrograms instead of milligrams, they
are not high enough to be significant; if they are milligrams,
‘they are completely beyond the range of possible lead exocretion.
No such values have ever been seen in human beings in the most
.acute cases of poiapning ‘that are kmown. It 1s doudbtful if the
‘ry lead excretion at 1ts absolute maximum can ever exceed .
: to 31/2imilligrams per liter. Thus, excretion of 5 milli-
igr&ms 1n 2% hours would be & phenomenon of ‘very:great rarity in
cute, even fatal types of lesd intoxication. These ‘
el "instea.d of pzrcving Xposure , h;ve merely

- Cordislly yours,

S " Xobert X. Rehoe, K. D.
. L . /Q!(,.;:' - O H
‘ : ",‘!i o
RAK ef - i -
g A4
i ’i.:'
g b
[
|__l"~‘?'i ]
. ' i
A
1o i
Pt




