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' ASb estos l n th e Pl a sa n d and enerey dispersive x-rays, I Abra- ‘
| ham found ttemalite asbestos i the chil '
. . ) dren’s play sand
' gy Rk MoGuome hung in the air 8w he was “shocked™ Cantinned on page 14
las VEcas  When Jerrold Abraham,  when he took a swmple of the sand inte lus I j T

M.D., dumped a new hag of sand inte lus  faboratory al the State University of New
children's saudbox, he was surprised by York (SUNY), Syracuse

the “desse eloud of smoky fine dust’” that Using scanning ck;ct'mn microseapy ‘k ASbestos in P lay Sand

Continued from page 1

Sinee than, the pathologist at the SUNY
Health Setence Center has cheeked aigh
brands of sandbox All of these products
futwe between 100UKK) sud | million as-

ate ouldonrs, where wind mught hedp
disperse asbestos fibers, Dr. Ababam is
concerned with a trend fwanl indoor
sandbaxes in schools and duy centars thal
ame locatest in ol where outdum

bestos fibers per gmm of sand, which is  activitics are often sestncled.

! sufficient 1o give rise tu airbome Concen- Dr. Abrahans’s dats suggest that the

trations way above occupatiiid limix," putential indoor fiber concentrutions are

; § he said e bt ee-well shove recomanended oc-

A § Presenting his findings af s recent meet- cupational amd schoolromu usbostos expxo-

- mg here of the American Lung Associa-  suie lmits, “Highse concentrations wonld

: tion, Ur. Abrohast asked, “"How cas oo doubl be reached wnder wotval play

" cirnpanics myarket scancthimg like this loi candditions m which ghildren throw the

g kids to play in?" sunch wp in the s and @ one another " be

. d Noting that it health hazards of asbes: said He hag poposed repulatory acnons

’ ' tos-fiber thatation are well recoguized. 10 Block dse sale of ashestos-laden play
i

he added, 'With eepard o long-term suid, bt the Consumer Pradluct Safety
effects, we're purtictilarly concerned with Connndssion (CPSCH las refused 1o b
CRprsures aceuriing ul g vory young age © any action,
Wihile admiiting thad many sanebuores ,;(,Q {C é?/‘ S Continaed on page 15
f d (‘C ."
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“Lhey've known aboul the axbosts it “-mnvn Wobe bazardows Hlowewer, e et ‘I“_}f' & wy calt nonfilmous B Kilburn addad, W shouddn'y
temandife, have 1wt 20 veiurs (61 diseie o1 death

j prablent wah these products since fase  S9Rd, o sowntists buve beew very |
satner, bt they have retinsed to take any  SEIUL 0ot 16 say thar fooufibimus tren
action.” he sad. The commissing cen el issale, beciuse we don’Ukaow. Ms i
Hsities B conasidsa temealite fihr toand Bherke achuowiedged it 1 e !
the <ands (0 B 8 nonbaominl suhstance 01 S0ME scientific conrovensy,

Mol s i s ficindbye obyguifomd qo o 1o ark, Gernidne, M D v 50 v ‘

Accutdimp o0 Kaye I Kitharn, M1 i euir elildegn expusiesd Lo | comtminited
predfessar af edivine ut the Dniversity of - sand| 1o mosoribe that this b o Is«-;ml;'
Southern Califosaen and o spresafist sn for our kids ta plav in S
aabestrs relsted  Jung disease,  The Said D Abiskam, T proguose it (e
Gienne and - Alsabain are conert CPSC he prished 10 take aonne ok o
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he added, “Wath wegind (o kong ket
clieuts, wo're paticataly convennsd will
CAPURLILES GLCHTTIIE B VEEY FOUDE age.
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“They've kbown ubout the asbuxtos
probiem with fhese poudocts snce Bt
sumsimer, bul ey have relased to tske uny
ation,”” he swd. *The commisson con-
tinues lo consider tesmatite 1ther founmd th
the samdy 1o he o nonharmful substionee
that s oot officysily chissified as a0 true
asbestun. '

However, e ooted i nembyny of
stdies on tremofile Dhes " clemly show™
thit 11 s associated wih mesolluliong, &
o of cancer that is caused by uabestos
hulation.

{Tremulite fibory ure o natnral compe-
yepd of crtshed Hswslone sl one of the
muterials tsed o produce play sand and
other consunser products for lawns and
gardens )

In o wlephune  interview,  Sanles
Lbetde. the program wanager for chegncal
Tsazards ut the CPSC, said tha Dr Abra-
Bam Juily to differentiae Petween twu
distinet torms of tremolite, The Dbrous
Torm s Toumd in oop type of asbestos umd
i constdered carcpogenic As she on-
platned 1, shis form ts dangesus becanse
3t Brgaks down o progressively hinao
neviielibe paglicles or fbees ™ This ne-
vhamew) breahdow s genceatly consud-
credd W e a key clement oo is ghility 1o
oyt cells,

On the othier hand, she said. the non.

fitroms forpy of yemolite found i sand is

Call tremolite asbestos
just as carcinogenic

notkpows to be hisaindous, However, she
whded, o surentists duwve been very
<ure(ol not v say Ul Jootibrous nemo
tite] rs anfe, because we don’t komy 7" M.
Eberte wcknowledped thot this 1s i are
nf sume scieniic controversy "

Matk Geosine, M. D, bas o unigue
background w quadiy bim os i ashestin
authority e spent sis yairs as @ geologsst
doing  mbestos wescarch and is sl
revearch professor in the geology Jepn-
ment st Rutgers University

However, he recently sdded » dilterent
title 1 his OV: he reccives) lus medicot
degree and 18 now in residence st New
Jersey Medical School. As 3 geologist aml
a3y a physician, Dr. Germine cabled ihe
CPEC puxitinn *complet: nonscnse ©

He churped that the "CPSC consul
Lants " wink dor the stone uudustry, Jor
thermore, Die clnped, lemders in asbesos
rescarch belicve that the tremnlite found in
sand ix andeed asbestos,

“They're Both Dengerous’

o U Whin Jihe CESCY s saymg is net

Fpupportad by iny Yactual evidesice whitse

ever,' said Dr. Germine, Al experi-
meotal evidence o dste indicwes thiat
there iy onty wne variable relevan to the
curcinogenicity of 4 minvral fiber, and
that’s the length smd width of the fibee

fhe ranges known 10 be corcinugeniv i
aninls, ™

v e Germine added thi what e aml
others are seeing umler the Jueroscope
bwhen they Took ot play sands ritally
wompradiets”  the clapas neade by the

t

CPRC regasdimg whi ey call nositshro
bt

Accundiog to Kaye B Kilburn, M 1,
predessor of medicte of the University of
Southern Californin wnd o speonhst o

wbestos-rebated iy discuse, s,
Gernune  und Alraliem are  comrecl

“flwre wre varisiiods o the diseases pro-
duerd by varnrous ssbestos sypes, and the
Jushusten] budustey bus maile o o of hese
differences,” be said, " But i17y the dilfer-
eitce briween the mudicil conseguences

oo eating hald w ponnd of arseaic or a foll

pomwl. Woe're tdking slegrees here, and
thev're both dangeious. '
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synd, bul (e Consmrer Poosil ety
Cumnnisston 1CPSCY has relused o Lahe
Wiy actiont

€ onuntied it page 15
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Dr Kilburn sdded. ~"We  showddn't |

hisve o wait 20 yeors tor disease s dvadh
i ey children caposed o Jeoniomaaied
sasd | do pruserihe shat this o not healthy
lost our Kidds for play in

Saisd De. Absalam: 1 propese hat the
L2P3C be pushed fo ke some achon on
this G reguise desting of such prasfuuts
before they are murketed so that pruducts
ke Jthe omes be Sas sutdied] Can't scack
the market,”” he said,

The white and lghtest-voloned  sinds
arg the vixs moxt likely o derive from
crushed  flimestone amd  thay comtain
fremoliie.
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tAM shese sands ave abundum fibwers i |

Tremolite fiber over 25 microns long,
0.1.0.2 microns wide.,




