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This is the sumrary report of the tests conducted at the Elocmington Flant om
Novenber 2 and T, 1971 to evaluste the recently installed ventilation systea
for the urethane and asbestos operztions.

The urethane operations appear to be under contral. Rsphasis should be con-
tinued on general housekeeping, as there continues to be mm area vide situation
of dust generated by handling the urethane material itself, especially after
it has been sawved. Howvever, a series of doth personal-brexthing zone samples,
as wvell as general area samples, indicate that expoe .res are vithin applicable
threahold health limits, :

A number of samples were also taksn in the asdbestos operztions. These were all
personal-breathing sone szmples, and covered at least one worker involved in
ench of the jobs of this area. The results indicate that the ventilation sys-
ten is working as designed, but some probleas still exist. Workers doing jobe
such as trin sav operators, and sander feeders and wloaders are still being
exposaed at levels vhich indicate potential health probless, and are at or
above the propesed legal standards of 5 fibera/ml grester than 5 microms in
length.

Most of this exposure seeaz to be cmused by the materisl handling situation

in the plant. Everytize a board is picked up or loaded onto a pallet, a puff
of dust and asbestos fider is emitted, wvhich is in the same area in vhich the
employees are working., This is further aggrzvated by the double sanding pesses
vhich are often needed for product reasons. A stody and recommendations by the
material handling section of corporste engineering might be money well spent.

Fundasentally, there are two operations which are of immediate and definite
concern. The first is the asbestos batch mixer. As long as he has to open

bag of asbestos and sift through them, he will contimue to be exposed to
elevated levels of asbestos. This man vill definitely have to utilisze an ap~
proved type respirator vhile engaged in this operation, located within the
equipment ventilation enclosure. Congideration should be given to relocating

the actual station at vhich thig man works to gain maxioum benefit of the air-
flows into this enclosure, and if possible, even getting him out of the enclosure.
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The second operation is the men engsged in unloading the bax cars of incoming
asbeatos, especially the one man inside the bax car itsalf. He must weer an
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ss often as coafort dictates. DBesed om the test made, I sericualy doubt that
any filter would last an entire dxy wvithout clagging up. Although no actual
testz vere 3ade on the two men stacking the bags containing asbestas, condi-
tions would indicate that they should also use respiratory protestion.

With the exveption of the jobs noted above, there is no laonger & need for yeour
plant persormnel to be inv .lved in a respirator perascmal protection prograa om
a osndatory baxis. If some of your employees wish to comtiime on a voluntary
baxis for comfort or parsonal ressons, we feel this should be permitted.

If there are mny questiocns you maxy have regarding this matter, plsase don't
hesitate to comtact pe.

G. E. Devitt,
Chief Industrial Hygienist
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