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NEW YORK — Tiocre is no
evidence tn suppori a recent
statement by a Nashville doc-
or that use of ashestos—ce-
ment water pipe nugat causc
cancer, a noted cancer re-
searcher said here yestorday.
Dr. George Wrizh*, chair-
man of The Institute for QOc-
cupational and Environmental
Health, said ho did not think
such a relationship “will ever
be established.”

WRIGHT, NEAD of the de-
partment of medical research
in internal medicine at St.
Luke's Hospital in Cleveland,
Ohio, gaid a letter from Dr.
James Snell, an assistant pro-
fessor at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity school of medicine, sug-
gesting such a relationship
‘apparentiy anisss out of an
incompicie  perspeetive”  of
the probiem.

Wricht sgeke to nine Metro
cecunciimen here to tour a
Johns-Manvilie plant in New-
ark, N.J., a manufacturcr of
asbestos-cement pipe.

Snell sent a letter last
month to Mclro waterworks
director Rohert L. Lawrence
supporting  Lawrcnee's  deci-
sion to prohibit asbestor-ce-
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ment manulacturers from bid-
dirg on llclro waterpipe pur-
c.ases.

The council commitiee on
purchasing had suggesied that
Lawrence ailow  ashestns-ce-
ment manufacturers to bid be-
cause the product is less ox-
pensive then the cast iron pipe
nuv boing used,

SNELL WROTE (ha! asbes-
tos 1s a known cause of can-
cer and can contaminate

“drinking water. The nhvsician

said he did not believe this
fact had been brouzht to the

“atiention of the U.S. Public

Health Service.

Wright, an advicer te the
U.S. Pubic Health Sorviee,
caid the ashestos-cement pipe
industry had long been avare
of a hnk heotween certan
tvpes of ashestos fibers and
Jung cancer and with Me-
sothelioms, a rare maliznant
tumor found on the lung cov-

e~ and the gastrointestinal

tract, .
He pointed out. however,
that asbestosis fa lung tissue
diseasas) and lung cancer are
caused only by inh-lation of
cartatn  ashostos fibers  In
Jarge amounts and over long
perinds of time.

MESOTHELIONA. he <aid.
nas never been hinked posi-
tively with swalloawed
amounis nf ashestos and 1s
“extremely rare.”

“vidence of rezeareh indi-
cates that virtualiv evervons
15 exposed to ashestes fibors”
he said. “Ia facl. it would ap-
pear reasonable te asyume
that theve is no such thing
as not having been” enposad.
I mere exposure 1s a Cause,
we would al) have .

Wricht c.ded widospread use
of asbestes fihers i insula-
tion, electrical wiring  and
stove ovens and toosters.

TV eTHERE 18T A

areat up-
swing in tihc use of 2s00ates
fiber, bur e wmicicence of
cancer hps  aciuzily folien
of 1 Wright szaid.

Aright said astostes-cem
pipe. c¢cnsishing ol 207 as-
bestos  {ibher, has boen an
water sysieins I SOt arcas
for as long as 30 vears. In
many instances, be said,
therc is no evidence of wear
m these pipes o release as-
bestos fiher.

“After tius many vears of
exprrienee, 10 these  hherd
were to be a source of Meso-
thelioma — a dram:?‘r‘ tumor
— it would b2 knowr " Wrizht
stated.

“THIS WOULD nol escape.
This 15 not a new puint of in-
terest to the industey.™ he
adifed.

Wriglt caid manufacturers
of asbestos products were
amongz the first to discover
its possibie biologica! effects
and have spent ‘millions of
doltars™ in the ficld,

The doctor said he is pre-
parmg a written answer to
Snell’s statement.

“I don’t know Sne!’ or his
backoround in this area”
Vright said. "but no doctor
15 knowledgeabie in all areas.
1 have spent much of myv life
o tins Licld, and even 1 am
not.™

SNELL WROTE Lawrence
Nov. 1. stating he would
consider the use of asbestos-
cement pipe “'a medica! haz-
ard of siznificant degree™ un-
til the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice had checked 1t ont com-
pletely.

Officials of the Johns-Man-
ville Co., asked about this ves-
terday, said the Public Health
Service is among ils custo-
mers.

“We have sold them thou-
sands of fect of pips.” said
Jay Baker, product manager.
*1 fecl certain wo will seli
them much more”

THE COUNCHANEN arc
scheduled to tonr the manu-
facturing plant and rescarch
center today. The company
claims s product wifl save
Metro 8200, 030 a year on pipe
purchases,
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