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Preliminary Epidemiology linking Vimyl
Chloride with Brain Cancer

Attention is drawn to the attached press coverage
regarding Union Carbide's Texas City plant. 1In brief,
it has been announced that workers formerly exposed to
high levels of vinyl chloride at that location appear to
have incurred an excess of a relatively uncommon brain
tumor presumably as a result of exposure to vinyl chloride.

You may recall that the industry-wide study con-
ducted by MCA showed a suggestive, but not significant
excess of the same sort of tumor. This is brought to
your attention for information purposes onliy since Allied
Chemical is no longer involved in the manufacturing or
use of vinyl chloride. We should, however, consider
this finding in our medical surveillance of active personnel
and retirees known to have been exposed to vinyl chloride
in prior years.

7

W. S. Ferquson

re
cc./E. W. Callahan
CEAD Directors
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. How the scare started/poge 134

. By BILL INMAN
: Peat Reporier

* The llouston Pest, 1370

An unesuslly high number of wockers

* at Union Catbide’s Texas City plam died
of & type of brain tumor that has been
. Yinked to the cancer-causing agent, viny)

« chloride, federal health authorltics con.
+ flrmed Thursday.

© The subclance was once manviacivred

« and (s now processcd at the large chemt

. cal and plastics plant,

* A op Latar ent otflcial sald

. scientisty asrochate the chemical with a
: cancerous lumor known as glloblasioma

» multiform.

. The Houston Post has lexrned medical

* eeruficates Trom st feast nine Texas City
workers who died betaren 192 and 1978
listed thut tepe of tumor sw ihe cause of
death. About 433 death certificaten have
been examined thus Iar by health
authorities.

in addition, federat authocitien say, &

10th plant emplavee w atil] Hving - dad

H Emeyy

been dhgnoud s’ "'probably”’ kaving
the zame lorm of tumor.,

Health records of current and formaer
Texas City plant workers ~— 8,000 to 10.
000 people - are being reconstructed for
study by sclentists working for the Ocew
pational Sslcty and Health Administra.
tion snd the Natlonel Institule for Occe-
pational Safety and Health,

Those records, whichk company
olfictals describe ns “"ghetchy™ and “dit-
Ucult to plece together,” go back to 1941,

*The company (els this Is not & crivls
that potes any Imioediate exposure haz.
ards for current employees,” sald plant
manager Damots Engle Thursday,
“Practl all of the xffocted mploy-
tes worked lor substantiel petriods of
time lrom the mid-"40s through the, |
present in & perfod in which nelthec the
government por the compeny had any
veason o suspect vinyl chlai:k."

The company; he said, I “noi yet
ready” 1o nssume vinyl chiaride is Te-..
mendbhfotﬂudntlu.aOSHAm-.

goste.

*We do think that ff vinyl chioride
should uitimately de dmplicated that
OSHA asd the jodustry sbosld take

-

.S checkmg to see

.
Yae .
“

deaths of workers

mk@d to chemiéal

eredll for recngn!ﬂn; 'hulrdt at. this
stage.
*Our plant his been.ln compHance

snd remalns in compliance™ with cure.
reot chemica! safety standards, be said.

mmmmmommmﬂpm
by a worker complaing,

was prompled
.said Eula Bingham, assistant sccretary
+0f Jabor for occupationsl salely and

bealth in Wazhingtoa,

The complaint was recetved at & Jocal
OSHA oftice Nov, 21 of last year and an
investigation lJaunched Dec. 13, Bingham
said. A.texm of three aclentlsts from
NIOSH, two from OSHA and OSHA zrea
tcchnlcnl parnonnel made the prd!ms-
pary stody.

" *The cmupnny has. pmcd to be very
‘cooperative thus far-1n our Joint stody of
this sttuntioa,™ Bingham noted.

The total mumbar of brafn tumors’

found 2o Iar “would sppear to be higher
than expected" at 3 piant ke that at
Texss City, .which curreatly smploys
about 2, Meu, end pepreceuts An

“unusually’ bl;i lncidm" ol auch
I'leuuu Deaths/pare 154
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aciestific stafl’ would aiso be wade
dalis, Bingham said. + avalable, TR
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soled Uon, inchuding
be avalisbie for _ plant in West Virginia, Company officials
said records al that plant are being 74~ bea
e have aa indicstien that NIOSH exxmined for o timilar pattern. _ 7 Tpbrly benign chemical, firet barst fmio - -, -
R R e e I TN A A m hexdlines in 1774 when it was o
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