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LE D FRODUCTION IN SOUTHE.ST MISIOURIe

Eaor A. Jones, Lsstt Cenoral Managoe S
St. Joseph Lead Compaxy
Bonne Tcrre, itissouwri

W coments to you this morming apply W lead mining in Southoast
Wascuri, Ry Southoast Missouri I mosa only the Lead Belt roper sround Soone -
Terre and Nlat River, which 1s 60 miles scuth of St. Louls; the Frodaridctown ares
30 niles fartier south, snd the newor deposits of Washinglon County to cur norths
waste

This dstrict has, for rany yesars, accounted for sbout XE of the mine
productiocn of losd in the Untied Statce. It primarily produces lsad, but in the
past eevoral Jyoars has also pruduced an approciahlo tomoge of ty-product sins,
Small quantitiss of silver, wiilo rocovercd, are not commorcislly significante
Therefore, amy chongas 4in the acrket price of lead xmre ospocially isportant.

For tho past 20 years, Socuthoast Missouri lead production has come mostly
from minos oweed by the St. Joseph Liod Compmy, which has oporsted in this dis-
trict for noarly 100 years, Other companics , now operating in the arve (with a
lossar production) are the 3t. Louis Smolting &R afining Compory ond the Mine 14
Motte Corporations )

The oro deposite of the area are ocomparativoly low in grade; thay vary
in 8130 frod & few thousnd tons to onos that aty mine soveral hundrod thousend
tons of ores Thay are flat-lying and adaptable to & high dogree of mechanisstice

oProgertod at tho th Jnmurl “oting, Leod Industrios Associsticn, ipril 1819,
1952, Cnicago, Dlincise
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1 © 7 in mining, A large capital Lavestasnt per smployes must be made to drill, bresk
4 : and load the ore, then transport it distances up to six xiles underground, hoish
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it to concentrating mills on the surface, and dispose of the waste materisl, AV
this time St. Joseph lend Compeny alone handles about 21,000 tons of underground
ore por day in its vn-iouo-iliu, together with about 7,000 tons of chat, i.e.,
tatlings, which are retrested for thelr lead bontests ‘

The price of lesd plays an important pert in the smount of chat and }},g
sarginal grade ore which can be nillsd eoch year{ FRowever, becsuse the dis- '
saminated cres of the Load Belt are mot highgrade, and becsuse they do mot contaia
by-grodoot metals to an approcisble extent, mining in cur district doss not glwe
3 ws the flexidility of action wiich many of the richer or bi-metal deposits of the

West snjay. In othor words, it can be said that if we in our district, want more

1ead, we must xine more ore, for wm ssanot readily switch from the mining of &

‘ lower to a highor grade ore if the price should decline, or vice Yersa,
i 21 of us who oporate mines in the district, are acutoly cost conaciows,
mlmumnmwummmmuwwxm
a9 the wrld prioe for load fluctuates, we must be in a position te reduce ooete
1 in time of stringency, or else we 1oso owr compatitive position, Because of tiis,
snd bocause of the type of mechanisod wining to which the district lseds itself,
develotment work 4s always kept wall ahesd of actmal mining,

Last yoor, 1951, the dlstrict producod 115D tas of Pig Leod oquivalend
sgrinst 125,380 tons 4n 1950, or s decrease of 95, Wy ostimate 1s that in 1952
production will aprroximste that of 1950, Over the longer term, I would ostimate
i that, given existing conditions, production will not vary sore than a few puarcent- '
age pointe one way or anotder for soms years to come, 1 bage the above prediotios
1 on certain davelopesnts locallys In tho Predericktomn ares, the Mine La dbtte

° Corporaticn has comploted tho aining and shut down the Hickory Mat Noe 1 and Mo, 2
A Shafts, and gtartod oporating on the smzll Copparmines orebody, which 19 not axpected

to complotely offset the loss of the above two shafts. Fredericktomn Load Compery
had ceasod operations
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ot their mine, Last year St. Iiuis Smelting and Refining Company was hampered
Yy & strike lasting 7 woeks. This year they should be free to produce the whole
yoar and, in sddition, should increase the rate by about 9%, due to incroased
mechanisaticn and effi{ciency. St. Joe should also have its Barden Creek mine
in operation by July or Angust, but production from this mine will be modest 2%
the start, and the pickup will be gradual. At Indian Creek, the shaft is adowt
m:-mmmrrmpxmmmym-mm This xine will not
e in oporstion until the latter part of 195)., By the time those two plants are
oporating, othor older minos in the Lead Balt proper, will be losing some productios,
00 that the net production of tho district will cwmtimue relatively unchangods
Prom what I have recd and hosrd about Western miming districts, lsbor
in these areas is in critically short spply. Portunately, we in Southeast Mis-
souri, havo had to 4-te an mple supply of good labor. Insofar as St. Joe is
concerned, we have enjayod sxcellers relations with cur mine Union, the Oss, Coke
and Chemical Workers, C.I1.0., and even though in 1952 we shall be negotiating a
-nmtummmw.mdpummtm,amhm;
satisfactory sottlement. Because of the vulnerability of our district to changes
in the world price of lead, W have to be extremely careful sbout adding to owr

labor costs in oontracts that sgy be of soversl years duration., is some of you
know, wo have for yeara in the Load Belt, amaintained wagus on a esliding scale
which fluctuates with the price of lead, andw hope in the interest of doth com~
pary and emplaycos, that this principle myy be coatimmod,

In wy 25 years in the Lead Balt, I have heard sary prodictions which
have dealt with the expected life of various mines. Some wore made when lead
was selling at 54 1b., and at that price & very limited future existed for the
mine in question, With lead st 194 1lb, those mines which were suppoeed to have
pasved cut of existonce years ago, are still opersting strongly. Frarkly, oooe _
of us who have boen long associated with mining in the district, will predict how
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long a given mine will last, % Bave had to suspund oporsticas from time to time
at {ndividual proportios, decauss at the then pride of lead, they proved to de
snprofitabloy howsver, a change in price, of the introfuction of nuw equipment
and improved techriquas, has allowod ws to reocpen such propartisse This has
bapponed time and timo agnin, and no Joudt will be repested in future yoars., To
the bost of wy knowledge,prospocting ty all oparators in the ares was cxrried on
during the past year at a rste which was more than sufficiont to replace with
new ore, that which was extracted. If we fall bohind in cos year, we spoed up
the rate of prospocting in the next. It is, of course, imgracticadle to tis wp
in prospecting end development, tho ecapital required to block cut ere years in
advance of actusl sining.

In cooclusion let me repoat, that those of us with 1l:ng perionoce ia
the district, are hogitant whon 4t comos to making guoesos as to its future mining
life, tut it is my judgwont that production will not changs spprociably one way
or the othor frm the curmemtrate, for many years 10 Come,
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