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pr. %, L. Burnette
Assiztant Secretary
Canadien Head 7ffice

You will rec:zll sn your last visit T discussed with you
the prablex =f tuterculosis in Thetford, Since thet time T have nade
further investigzti-n of the prollem aand it would sesa to be worth while
for me to visit Thetfsrd wit: a wiew to firstehand ol.servation of the
situsti~n there. Ssverrl {niusir hyciene surveys have heer cade at
Johnson!> ine in poet yearz, Ths first wus in June 1930 whea Ir. Lansa
was stidying the zebestos industry. Aanmother study was made in ¥arch 1931,
At thst time very high dust csuate were found in Johnson's Vine., Workers
were very careleses gbsrut expectiorating on the floors; drinking water was
suprlied in bucketes; commcn drinking cups wers used. A number of recom=
mendstisns weare :cale to improve general working conditions of thais mine.
%o auhsezuent studs- hus heez meds, Adjacant to Johmson's Kine {s Rell
Mines, sls» a Craup pallcyholders Ta have made a comparison of their morw
tality rates over the last fo:r yesrs, ead the following table shows the
diffaresce ir mortalitr. This zay ant be statistically slignificant but
wo,1d ceex i1 warrant further iavestigztisn, both of Bell and Johnsen's
Kises.

Although Dr. Langa nad concluded fron his astestos study
that tu'crculoels wzg nnt an expected complicatinn from this disease, in
view of this experiexce in Tohnson’s Zines I felt varrmnted in writing te
Dr. Cardner in Saransc t» f£ind out what his present opinion is. He has
made some recent studies, both in Tuelec and ic North Carolloa of this
posaitle relationship and t e pcstmertem evidence indicstes, ian his opinion,
that asbestosls does not predlspose—1liXe silicosis——io tuberculosis. Howe
sever, he thoughl that compsrative mortality and zordlilty studies of tuber-
culoals and asbestosls ir Thetford and other communities i~ Juebec snd
ather nrovinces woulld be very xorik xhiles Tollowing & tric to Jusbee last
week, he hae just wriiten me that, in his opinion, the outstanding feature
in Thetford s not asbeatosls tut tuberculosis.

Since Bill Tehnel is dlanning a trip to Canada also, I
thought T would plan to.go at the.same time. This we expect will be the
week of Sgptember llth. Bill Barrett is arranging, through ir. Perry, to
get invitations for us t: wisii Johrnscn's und tell #inese. There are some
other industriil health contacte thet Mr. Perrr seems to think it wculd be
desiruble for us to mcke slao.

Since thir protlex in Thetford apnears to be largely one of
tuberculosis, it would seem tc te g fertile field for the Canadian Tubercu~
losiz Asscciation and public heczlth agenciss in Cansda. I would be intere
ested in reeting the people that you think would have an interest in this
probles, toth in the Ppovince and in the Dominiom. If they are interested
in making an attack on the vrotles, we might te hma position to give thea
some technical and statistical help and perhaps promote the intersst of
management in this disease,

- In view of this pending trip, other astivities or points o
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interest {3 relztion to our ¥elfare work may occur to you as pertineat
for us %5 105k at. together,

George M. Fheatlsy, K.D.
Assistant Viediesl Directer
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