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Before procceding, I would like to express theAappreciation of
the Asbestos Inbrmation Association for the opportunity to testify

on the proposed asbestos;regulations.

Asbestos has numerous important applications in our modern
industrial society. Amcng these, it provides built-in pro-
tection,against fire and deterioration in scores'of common pPro-

ducts in daily use. Through the years it has saved coﬁhtless

lives and billions of dollars in ptoperty -damage by preventing

or checking the spreaé of fires.: Asbestos—contalnlng acoustical
proaucts make a waluable contrlbutlon to noise abatement

Products containing asbestos are used, among other appllcatlons,

in the construction of schools, houses, theaters, factorles,.offlce

and other public buildings,'and in the insulation of furnaces,

boilers and electrical equipment,

The asbestos-industry within~the state of Illinois plays an»im~f,

'portant role in the economic life of the state and its people.

The menber companles of the Asbestos Informatlon Association own

~and operate a total ofenmt plants within the boundarles of the
state. ~Some of the. product lines produced at these elght

’Aplants 1nc1ude asbestos-cement plpe, packlngs, gaskets, frlc—

tion materials-—lncludlng both coanntlonal and dlsc braPe lin-

'1ngs--asbesnos—cement-sh et products, asbestos roofing and 51d-

'ing~shingles;.insulatiohs, and many others. A total of 3,118

8001 0550

HFM - 001222



