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| Jemuary 20, 1937

Herhzler‘ Clinte -
Halstead
Kanaaa

Attention: br, D. V. Gonnenx B

Dear Doe tor Conwellt

I have your letter of January
I am replying to-

ilith coucerning Mr.

your lebter at once in apite of the fact that my

associate Dr, L. W.Senders has plannsed to get in touch ,
with Hr, Qin the course of a trlp which he is making
Into that section of the country, It i3 possible that .
by the time you receive this letber, Dr. Sanders will

have seen you, In any case 1f he has not, he probably

will get in tm:.sh m.th you at & later date,

The ﬁiagncsis in the case of M¥r,

- would appear i:o be justified by the description .

you have given of his condition., However as to
the significance of lead in this pileture, I am more than
skeptical and perhaps it wonld be well 1f I stated the
basis of my abttitude, I am quite familiar with the reports
waich appeared some tlme ago in the literature as to the
possible relationship bebtween lesd absorption and multiple -
sclerosls. In ny opinion the relationship has never been
more than hypothetical, and in the case reported in the
literature the analytical observations were so obvicusly
incorrect that I.attached no significmoe to them. We
in this laboratory have bsen working with lead In animal

and human tlssues for quits some period of time, and the

work which we have done 1n recent years has involved the
uze of methods which are much more precise than thoss in-
general use. -We -are quite vertain in terms of both animal
and human. behavior that 'high lead concentrations in the. -
brain:occcuy only as.the congequence- of massive exposurs bo
lead cmpounds. ‘In general when the rate of absorption 1s )
low, the. quanti.ties of lead which find thetr way to the' =~
central nervous aystem are very mindte indeed. On the ethar
hand, : the results reported wers higher than ‘any we have sesn
even -in- the most acute cases of death from massive exposure,
I'feel quite certain,- tn@refore, that they were obtained by
improper me thods or that the tissues in questwn WOre CONw
taminatea with lead frm exbernal saurcas, In any case 1 am
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quite sure thab no one has esteblished a definite |
relationship between focal hesicns of the brain and ccrd
~ and 1ead absorp‘ k

As to the lead exposure 1nvo1vaé
in the hnndling “leaded gasoline, I think we: will have ta
accept on the basis of very sound eviaanee, thatzih is very
minute indeed, 4f it 'le existent at all, - We have been:.
studying this problem over a period of years and we have -
failed to £ind laborabory ‘evidensce of the existence of lead
- absorption among men who have had. the most severs ‘and proe .

Jongsd exposu ‘rnugh skin contact with leaded gasoline,
Moreover our ¢bgervations on experimental snimals Ao
rer . the ‘shadow of a aaubs‘that the: lead:

jtraathyl lead
It 15 posaible
f

S | presdme from What yﬁu have sa*ﬂ that
Mr. has no “been engagihg in his usual occum tion since
‘October, If you are interested in gotting some. 1nrormation
on the extent of his oceugé ibn‘ 1ead exposure, I would
suggest to you the following ex mente I could send you
containar for a semple of '; plaod nd for s sample of urine

; y before he rq%urné ¢ hls work. - Then if you
ing to allow him to r¢ rn te his work, we might
~¢ daitional samples ah later date, say some months
after he has returned to his Tormer occupation, Any sige
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5. D V. Comwell(oont)

nificant lead a'bsorption would be very madily shown by ,.
‘the eomparison of the results of the two sets of snalyses, .:
Actually we have studied quits a number of persons before
and after exposure of this sort,; and we have yet to find
an instance in which there has been any measureable change -
in the lead content of the blood or the lead oubput of the
exereta, Observatlons comparable to these made in relat:iun-
to the hazsardous iead t;radea always show ver}r sir'nii‘ican‘a
differences, _ ‘, , o

I wonld apgresiate vory much
knowing your reactions to the contents of ny letter, and
I would also be very grateful to you 1f you will tell me
of any further developmenta in Mr, dcasa.

Very traly :yc‘mrs,. .
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