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October 28, 1936

Mr., Losbter P, Roberts
Casilia de Correo No.l7okL
Buenos Alres; Argentina

Dear m-. Robbx-t:ss

I tolte this mesans of calling your
nttontion to 8 situation that is glving us some anxlety.
As you are no doubt aware, tho cleaning of tanks for
leaded gasoline is attended by eertsin dangers, and
from time to ti-e in this country we have seen cases of
poisoning which have resulbted from the falliure to carry
out the precautionary measures which we have advised in
this operation. e have resently had a seriocus rscurrence
of this situation in that a group of soven men wers acutely
poisoned and three of the soven died. The circumstances
connected with this unfortunate affalr have led us to
bolieve that we do not fully understand the factors which are
involved in dangerous exposure fraz this source. Horsover
it i3 quite apparent that tho mechanism uhich we have eme
nloyed 1n putting precautions into effoct has not worked.
It is doubtful if we can expect the distributora of leaded
gasoline to handle this mabtter with entire gatiafaction.
Yie aro making & vory careful investigation of the whole
problem as the basis for subsequent recommendatlons, and
in the course of a few months we should lmow just how
extensive 13 thie problem, and also how we will have to
handle 1t., For the present, outside of the United States
we shall have to rely on the machaniams which now oxist
for carrylng out precautions,

| In order that we may not have any
recurrence of difficuliles during the perloed of our
investigntion, 1¢ secms to me to be ontirely necessary
to see to 4t that the distribubtors of leaded gasoline
in el parts of the world are reminded of the necessity
of carrying out the regulations which appesr in 3ection
5 of our book of regulaticna, I do not mind telling you
in confidence that these resulatiuns may not be entirely
adequate for all situations, I am sure, however, that if
they are carried out as set down, thers will be no serious
difficul ties. It is my opinlon that there will be no
difficulty at all,but I am not guite certain of my ground
at this point, I would suggest that you malke such effort
as 1s possible, end as promptly as possible, to remind the
proper indivicduals among the distributors in South America
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¥r. Ls P, Roberts

of the existence of our regulations for thia*operation,

and of the necessity for rigld adherence to them, Since
leaded gasoline has been in use in South America for such

a relatively short time, it seems improbable that there

will be any considerabla work of this type in the nes»
future, Hor:over in view of the somewhat delicate situaticn
there 1t would be inadvisable to throw an unnecessayy scaroe
into the minds of the people who ar: involved. On the

other hand, the matter should be stressed as well as 1t nay
be snd you will have to use your beat Jjudgment in the matter
of how you go about thia, It iz my feeling that very little
discusgsion will be required and that you can bring thls
matter to the attention of the distributora without any
undue alarm, I should appreciate hearing from you as

to what you hawve been able to agcouplish 1ln this direction
in the near future, NMorcover I shall keep you in touch
with what goes on here, and you will be advised of the
eventual conclusions of ouy inveatigation.

with kindest regards,
Cordlally yours,

RAK:is | Robort Ae Kohody HeDs

cc Mr, Lewis
cec Dr, Edgar
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