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Mr* Hugh P o a s e t t
Ih© As s o c ia t e d  E t h y l  Company Lt d .» 
The Ad e lp h i 
Lo n d o n , W, C. 2 
En g la n d

De ar Mr, P o a s e t t ;

Yo u r l e t t e r  o f  Au gu s t  2 13 t
r a i s e s  a s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t io n s  M i ic h  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f ic u l t  
to  a n s w e r . We have  co n s id e re d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h i s  k in d  
un d e r e m e rge n c ie s  and have  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  w hat c o u ld be 
done to w ard  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  F l u i d . I  f e e l  t h a t  in  
g e n e ra l  yo u r ap p ro ach  t o  the  p ro b le m  h a s  be e n  q u i t e 
s a t i s f a c t o r y , and I  t h in k  yo u  a re  q u i t e  r i g h t  in  be« 
l i e v i n g  t h a t  un d e r the  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  f i r e ,  the  Et h yl  
F l u i d  w o uld be  Ig n i t e d  and i n  l a r g e  p a r t  c o m p le te ly 
d is p o s e d  o f .

The g r e a t e s t  d an ge r fo r
th e  men i s  t h a t  o f  e xp o s u re  to  v a p o r s , and I  b e l i e ve  
yo u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o n ly  b r i e f  e xp o s u re s  t o c o n - .
c e n t r a t e d  v a p o rs  w i l l  p ro d u ce  a c u te  i l l n e s s  and p e rh a p s 
f a t a l  i l l n e s s .  The p r o t e c t i o n  w h ich  yo u  h ave  s u g g e ste d  
a g a i n s t  s k in  c o n t a c t  s h o u ld  be  a d e q u a te , b u t  a g r e at  
d e a l  o f  ca re  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  to  s e e  t h a t  any s u ch 
e qu ip m e n t i s  k e p t  i n t a c t  and i n  go o d  c o n d i t i o n . Othe r ­
w is e  an y  le a k  o r b re a k  i n  th e  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be  d i s as t r o u s . 
The m oat d e t a i l e d  ca re  s h o u ld  be  ta k e n  i n  th e s e  m a tte r s  
i f  and when i t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,, and th e  men th e m s e lv e s s h o u ld 
know how to  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e lv e s . In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  i t  
s h o u ld  be  rem e m be re d t h a t  w as h in g t e t r a e t h y l  o f f 1 th e 
s k in  w i th  k e ro s e n e  i s  v e ry  e f f e c t i v e  i f  i t  i s  done  p ro m p t ly ,  
b u t  i t  s h o u ld  be  done  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  m in u te s  o f  th e t im e  o f 
s k in  c o n t a c t  o r  i t  i s  l i k e l y  to  be  in a d e q u a te . As  to  th e 
v a p o r s , v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h e m s e lv e s , fo r  e xa mp le , th e 
u s e  o f  m a s k s , p r e fe r a b l y  a i r l i n e  m a s k s , o r th e  u s e  o f  m asks 
c o n t a in in g  c h a r c o a l  i f  n e c e s s a r y . The c a n i s t e r s  on c h a r c o a l 
m asks w i l l  have  t o  be  ch an ge d  f r e q u e n t l y  and no t r ou b le  o r 
e xp e n s e  s h o u ld  be  s p a re d  i n  d o in g  t h i s .

So  f a r  as  p r o p h y la x i s  i s
co n ce rn e d , I  t h in k  i t  w i l l  be fo u n d  t h a t  any ty p e  of  
p r o p h y la x is  w i l l  be l a r g e l y  u s e l e s s  u n le s s  in d e e d  th e re  
may be  some b e n e f i c i a l  p s y c h ic  e f f e c t .  The m e thod of
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t re a tm e n t  w h ich  I  s u g g e s te d  i n  1925  and w h ich  h a s  be e n 
c i t e d  b y  D r , Ro b e r t s o n , i s  p ro b a b ly  v a l u e l e s s , o r at  
l e a s t  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  do e s  n o t  work in. the  way I  
o r i g i n a l l y  th o u gh t  t h a t  i t  w o u ld . The le a d  compounds 
a b s o rb e d  a re  r e l e a s e d  f a i r l y  p ro m p t ly  and a re  e x c r ete d  
i n  c o n s id e r a b le  am o un t. The e x c r e t i o n  i s  n o t  b e n e f ic i a l l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  b;/  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  s a l t s  w h ich  I  a d v i s e d , 
and th e  c h i e f  b e n e f i t  o f  s u ch  s a l t s  i s  t h a t  th e y  ten d  to  
have  a m i l d l y  c a t h a r t i c  e f f e c t  and to  m a in ta in  th e  s a l t  
b a la n c e  o f  th e  b o d y . I t  may be  b e n e f i c i a l  and i t  i s n o t  
l i k e l y  t o  be  v e ry  u s e fu l . In  g e n e r a l , h o w e ve r , the 
pro gram  o u t l i n e d  i s  a d v a n ta g e o u s . So  fa r  as  men who 
have  h ad  s e r io u s  e xp o s u re  i s  co n ce rn e d , th e y  m us t be 
k e p t  u n d e r m e d ica l  s u p e r v i s io n  a t  a l l  c o s t s . In  a d di t i o n  
I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  D r . Ro b e r ts o n  e xam ine  the  a r t i c l e  p ub l is h e d  
by D r . Machle  on t e t r a e t h y l  l e a d  s in c e  he w i l l  f i n d th e re  
a . r a t h e r  .co m p le te : d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  m e tho ds  o f t re a tm e n t 
w h ich  we are  u s in g  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e , and w ith  f ai r l y  
good r e s u l t s .

I  v fis h  t h a t  I  co u ld  be o f
a g r e a t  d e a l  more a s s i s t a n c e  th an  t h l g  l e t t e r  In d i ca t e s . 
I  am a f r a i d , h o w e ve r , t h a t  we w i l l  h ave  to  r e c o g n ize  
the  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  safety m e as u re s  and a p p ly 
them in  a cco rd a n ce  w i th  o u r b ‘>s t judgm e n t In  any 
s i t u a t i o n  w h ich  may a r i s e . •

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

RAKs i s Ro b e r t  A. Ke ho e , M.D.

P .S .  A "s a fe t y  m an u a l" r e c e n t l y  co m p le te d  w i l l  be  av a i l a b l e  
s h o r t l y  and a c o p y  w i l l  be  s e n t  t o  y o u . A s e c t i o n  on © mergendie 
may be  u s e fu l  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n . RAK.
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