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e .-+ Letter from Mr, Baxry White

MAY 181975 of OSHA.
J.T. BARR

Attached is a letter from Mr. Barry White of OSHA interpreting some
aspects of the OSHA vinyl chloride standard on medical surveillance and
massive releases,

If you do not already have thia letter I suggeat it be added to your OSHA

vinyl chloride file, S M(V)( ﬁ’- 2 :
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s regards your :hird question, an ehcrgpngy sitvation under
the standard is one in which an ecployce is exposed to -mzssive
~zeleese of vipyl chloride, not necessarily exposure to concen=

traticns of 100 ppm or greater. The medical surveillence-

offcred to enployees’ erposed to energency conditions will be
left to the discretion of the enployer's physician. Ve will
oot cite cerplojers for violation of the srtandard if their
physician makes a professional judgment that no exacination is
wvarranted,

In anctuer to question 4, the empleyer neced only provide the
opportunity fox exanination 2s set forth in answers ) and £3.

Question 5: An cnergen:y sicuation is one in uhich ez ployees
arec eznosed to a massive dose of vinyl chloride. 'In the
sbsence of exposure, & release of vinyl chloride need not be
reported to OSHA. . The enployer, nust, however, assure taat
eoployees do not enter the area in which the ermergency occurrad
until the ecergency has abatad. -

Question 6:' If an empIOyee refuses medical exadina:ian, no
suitability stateaent need be issued.

Question 7: It is an exployer's responsibility to retaia the
services of a physician who is willing to issuc statenents of
suitability. Questions relating to possible civil liability
should be referred to your private counsel.

I trust that this is the infornmation you desire ‘and I Hope
it vill be helpful to. )ou.

Sincerely,

r)' Dﬁi te

- As<ociate Assistant Secretary
for Regional Prograns
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29 CFR 1910.1017. References to sections for clarification are so indjcated.

R
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Occupatlonal Safety & Health Adn!nis:ratlon, USD . . SRELI . .

1240 East 9th Street, Room 847 , o e LT

Clevcland, Uhio thSS s . B o ‘.;ﬂ‘ CLeonet
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The Department of Labor Standards on Vinyl. Chlor:dc, 29 CFR 1910.93q dated
October L, 1974, has since its promulgation,given rise to several questions _
and possible ramifications on interpretations of certain sections. In
accordance with our meeting June 13, 1375, during discussion on several
21leged violations, we agreed 1'd reduce the questions to writing so that S
the rcgionai or nationol foice(s) could respond. . .o

"It §s ny Lnderstandrng that the Standards refersnce to vinyl chloride on
Hay 25, 1975 (page 23072) has been changed from 29 LFR 1310.93g to

Reference: 29 CFR 1910, 1017(k) (1) _and Appendix A o ‘.

3 Sinze. the coapany rust provide each cmployee the opportunity for .
. examipations and tests, is it mandatory fcr the employee to take -
© tests? If abnormalities are found in initial exom, would follow-

up test be mandatory en the part of both employer and enployce?

2. 1f it Is not mandatory for the employee to ‘take thc medlcal » h
examinatlon and tests, what then is the company 's responsibility?

o i

P
24

Pefercnce: 29 CFR 1910 10173 (3) - - .

283

3. tf under thc Standard 0SHA consvders an exposure of 100 bpm io be S
2n cmergency, what Speclfuc type of ncd«cal survcnllancc should . ]
the employee recelvc1 . ) i

Hon If an chloycc s cxnascd to an emergency and rcfuscs nedicat
attentien, khat is the company's responsibility?

5. if an emergency ozcurs in a plant but no onp‘ojﬂcs are :xpéécd to
viu, would this incidant have to be raao:tgd within 24 hours to_ ..
the OSH.\ dirsetor? ' | . . L shant e
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Referamcn: 29 CFR 1910 1017{%) {4)

;Pagc .2’ Co . ‘ D

6. How would thaz 2ffact the suitability stotemont that each enp%oyen
is to rgceive after the exzm from the examinung physICtan if the
) cxamrnations ere not mandatory? .

7« Halpractlcc suits against p5ysiciaws are no# a major prab!em. IF
there is. a refusal on the exemining physician's part to issue a
statement of suntab:li.y to» cach crployee after examination, what
would the corpany's rcspsns:bal:ty be?
company then taaz?

HES:sp

What action should the

ry truly yours. . o -j‘
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Mr. John Barr/
Mz, J. L. Carvajal
Mz, C, E. Fry

Mr, R. E. Graebert
Mz, H, R, Guest
Dr. R. W, Holland, Jr,
Dz, E. Q. Hull

Dr. W. R. Manning
Mr, R. W. Martin
Mr, F. J. McCarthy
Mr., W. D. Neal
Mz, J. Y. Scharf

Mr. J. B. Hollingsworth .

Dr. T. T. Szabo
Mr. B. D. Tissue

Mr, J. W. Whittlesey

Mrc Jo LA Worstoll

Mr, G. W. Stocking
Mr, R, C. Andrews

Mr, Harry L, Wise

Mr, R. E. Blackwell
Dr. M, Johnson

Mr. Dave Romaine

Dr. H. Schmidt
Mr. D. A. Kuhn
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