February 27, 1543

Mr. 8. M. Wagner,

Ethyl Corporation,

977 West Sixth Street,
Los Angeles, Cslifornia.

Dear San: _ !

Thanks very much for your letter of Fetruary 15. The infore
mation you have given me is helpful, and moreocver, your '
suggesticn that additliongl informetion cculd be obtained
elther by yocurself or one of your acsociates, ls & good one.
I should very much appreclate it If you would see vhat
further information can be obtained. I think it is hardly
necessary for you to do 1t yourselfl, unloss you have the

time and inclination. I am entirely willing to leave 1t to
your judgment as to who should make the attempt, and how 1t
should be done.

Following ocur telephone conversaticn, I had rcccaslon to speak
at scme length with Colonel Rasmussen,of the Quartermasters
Department; in Washington, who has the responsidllity for

the develorment and use of the army stove which is designed
to use leaded gasoline as a fuel. I diccussed this matter
with him and gave him all the informstion ycu had given me,
being careful to point out to him that anything that we had
done in the matter had come about as the result of requests
through various channels, for advice eand assistence; that we
had no wish to meddle in the affairs of the Army or make
trouble for them, but we were quite willing to give any possi-
ble assistance. On receiving this information, Colonel
Raspussen promised to look into the matter carefully, and
also tactfully, and to report back to me what he had dis-
covered, if he felt that I should be of any further service.
Meanvhile, I promised not to write to the Medical Officers

or to raise any further questions that might increase the
apprehension of people in the camp and raise difficulties
that might otherwlse not occcur. It is for these reasons that
I am particularly interested in getting some first hand infor-
mation. I am quite willing to work co-operatively with the
Army people, but I am not willing to have this thing white-
washed and hushed up if there are troubles on the way. I am
not well encugh acquainted with Rasmussen to know whether he
1s likely to follow the ostrich policy,which is so common in
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certain governmental circles. Consequently I should like
to know the facts, and I think you are in a position to

obtain them without blas, and without producing any diffi-
culties for anyone. On the basis of facts, I could go to
the Surgeon General of the Army and point out that a situa-
tion 18 developing about which something should be done. I
have very easy access to the Office of the Surgeon General,
tut I am only willing to use 1t vhen it 13 necessary.

With kindest personal regards,

Sincérely yours,

Tobert A. Rehoe, M. D.
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