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Efforts to Reduce PCB’s in Food
‘Stalled 3 Years After F.D.A. Vow

[
ByRICHARDSE RO

Mare than threq years ago, after
Americans learned that the toxic chemi.
cal enmpounds calied PCB's had become
& widespread contaminant, Food and
Drug Administeation officiais sald they
would lower the permissible lavel of the
subsiance In fods (o make them safer.
The agency pointed out then that fish
were the single most seriously contami.
naled fond,

The F.D.A."R plant remain unrealized.
The reaann, aceording to thoke who have
warked Rirenunusly for the new regula.
tion, I pressure from an unlikely coali.
ton of commercial fishing interests and
some state depariments of environmen.
tal protection. A check of F.D.A. files
shows that the most extensive arguments
againat the proposal rest almost entirely
on the economic ground that the lishing
industry would suffer severely,

The proposed rule would lower the al-
lowable level of PCB's — potychiorinated
biphenyls — in fish from S parts per mil-
lion to 2 parts per million. Fishing inter-
ests, backed by some environmental pro-
tection offictair, have told the Federal
apency that if that rule were enforced,
much of the fih now eaten by Americans
would be classified unfit fur human con-
sumption, A Wisconsin official said that
such a reulation would sffect 75 percent
of the fish caught there.

The praposed level of 2 parts per mil.
lion was adnpted by Canada in November
1973, and fixh containing higher levels
cannot be aold there. Canada had had no
restrictions at all before that time, but It
was able to set its tolerance level with
relative ease because ltx fishing waters

Continued on Page C13, Column |

MONS

008939



-

o — et o

Efforts to Reduze PCR’s in Food

Stalled 3 Years After a U.S. Vow

Continued From Page Al

were not 80 heavily contaminatod as
these of the Uniled States.

PCB's have caused cancer and meta.
belic chanpes and have adversely af-
facted reproductive systems in labora-
twory animals, and researchers strongly

T Michigan, for the director |

Aoi the Department of Natural Resources,

Howard Tanncr, wrote on May 26, 1977,
saying that the lowering of allowable
PCB levels in fish would do little more
than “put some commercial fishermen
out of i lnﬂ that 8 two-y

suspeet that tiny doses, in
fatty tissuos over long periods of time,

study d 's Depart.
ment of He_:lnh “did not reveal any heslth

may cause cancer in As with
other known carcincgens, however, it is
waciear what dosage might be harmful,
Although the Toxic Substances Control
Act of 1976 banned the further manufac-
ture of I'CD’s in this country, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency says 440
mitlion pounda of the substance remains
in the environment — in rivers, inkes,
oceans and dumps. PCB's had been
widely used in clectrical equlpr!mm and

* But the director of the state Health De-
partment, Dr. Maurice 8. Reizen, appar-

* than 25 percent of fresh water fish from

lcenses and enhance fishing opportuni.
ties, cominercial as well as :;naon. in their
states.

The F.D.A. said that the more strin.
gent requirement of no more 1han 2 parts
per million would eliminate a “relstively
minor percentage of marine fish and less

commercial markets.”

ently did not agree. The F.D.A.
a letter from Dr. Reizen, dated June 9,
1977, saying hi, agency “would support
the of !

as
proposed by your agency.*
Contlicts iu Onc Department
In New Yark, there was conflict within
a single agency, the Department of Envi.
ronmental Conscrvation. Leigh M. Blake,

in such varied prod as
dupitcating paper, plasticizers and lubrl.
cants.

Deubtson Commitment

Officials of the Food and Drug Admin.
Isteation say they still plan to foilow
Canada’s jead, but representatives of two
wetional public-interest law firms say

they doui the agency’s commitment.
One of them, the Environmental De.
begun to prepare papers
(L) 1 the 2

! i fisherties manager at the
Watestown oftice, wrote supgesting that
allowable lcvels of PCB's be left at §
rts per million; Dr. Ward Stone, a wild-
ife pathologist in the Albany office of the
depariment, wrote that he had expected
the level to be lowered earlier, Dr, Stone
further asked, “Has the level remained
at 5 p.p.m. because of political and eco-
nomic reasons, or is there some scientific
reason of which ! am unaware?* He hos
m_lrget received a reply, he said.
 The

differences between afficials une |

ency o p

ppm. rule. Tho other, the Natural Re-
sources onse  Council, says that
“gvery legal avenue will be explored” to
Being about the rule. The two organiza-
tions note that they had petitioned the
F.D.A. in November 1975 for *zero
Jevels'* ot PCB's in (ish and other food.

‘The agencey rejected that request, ex-

J at

[
could significantly disrupt the food suj
piy." and, on April 1, 1977, published in
the Federal Register the proposed reduc.
tinnto3p.p.m. It gave a (0-duy period for
sespouse, LUt no action followed that

Dr. Jorenh Highland, chairman of the
saxic chemicais program for the Environ.
mauntal Defenze Fund, calls it “*an unac-
ouptuble, inordinate delay. '

“This is dispraceful,” Dr. Highland
said. “We hove so contaminated the food
supply that we have to cat poison and

have done rothing to lessen the perit
inthree years.*
F.D.A. Alde Sees No Disgrace

John Wessell, » Food and Drug Admin.
istration chemist and an aide to Commis.
sioner Donald Kennedy, denicd that an
unrcasonatits amount of time had clapsed
and said that, in fact, he vias now study.
ingg the reievant ducuments, *‘We have to
listen to the eomments of all interested
postiex,” he auid.

Judpany fsom letrers sent 10 the agen.
¢y, many of (hrie interested parties are
in Michizan, Wiseonsin, Hew York and
New Jerniey, alt of which have serious
water pelintion prabicina. But their inter-
ots are nat all the sume.

the p that {s taking
place In many state governments, with
some expressing concern about sales of
fishing licenses and loss of revenues trom
tourists, and others saying they are more
hc:nlcehmed about the ultimato Impact on

alth, .

State environmental agencies have
backed the fishing interests in some
cascs because they have been pressured
by governors and other state lgcnclaF not
to b i ure
thermore, some of these agencies were
formed from “‘departments of conserva.

tion** whose oricntation was to sel} fishing {

Anth S. Earl, y of Wiscon.
sin's Department of Naturai Resources,
disagrecs: “The F.D.A. assessment falls
far short of the impact on the State of
Wisconsin and other states in the indus-
trialized North Central area which either
border on the Great Lakes or have rivers
and streams which for many years have
boen receiving waters for industrial and
municipal efflyent.”

75% Would Be Affected

He added, It is reasonable (o estimate
that some 78 percent (by weight) of Wia.
consin’s commercial fishery wiil be al-
fected by the 2 p.p.m. tolerance level."

The commercial and sports fishery in
Wisconsin yieids around W million
peuiids a year, contsibuting $232 million
to the state’s cconomy, he said. Am
the Wiscansin fish that are eontaminar
with PCB's at or abave tha 2 pasts per
million level, he said, arc’ alewives,
chubs, whitefish and yellow pereh.

In other states, the more
fish scem to include striped bass, eels,
carp, white perch, sturgeon and sheltfish.
‘The contamination danger is not conined|
to those who eat fish because some kinds
of fish, such as alewives, are processed |
into feed for chickens and other animals.

Other orpanizations that have told the
F.D.A. that they are apainst lowering the
sllowabic level of PCB's include the Na-
tional Fishcries Institute, the Grest
Lakes Fishery Commission, the New
York Chapter of the American Fisheries
Society, the Cape Cod Chamber of Com.
merce, the Midwest Federated Fisheries

Wi C

and the N as!
Fisheries Association.
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