KE 00104

Cctober 17, 1974

John S. Chapman, M.D., Chief Editor
Archives of Environmental Health
P.O. Box 19745

Ledical Ceunter Staticn

Lallas, Texas 75219

Dear Doctor Clapman:

I return tae review with sowe slight modifications. Shortening of the text
proved to be difficult, next to impossible, since one must, as briefly as
possible, make apparent the nature of the situation. The fact is, in effect,
that a controversy over this matter lhas been raging for many years, and I was
responsible for it, to soume exteat, for cemonstrating some years ago that-lead
is a normdl censtituent of human organisms on a leau-bearing earth, f£ven native
Mexican Indians, living in & primitive part of the earth, inest lead wita
everytaning tiaey cat and drink, and eliminate lead in their excreta regularly.

It has never been possibie to describe, in simple, definitive terns, the
difference between lead us a4 normal constituent of the human Lody, and leau as

a poison, except in certain Guantitative terms. .And so, in resgonse to your
request, I am put to the necessity of cutliniug the sazard, ia Its practical
teras of medical performance, rather than in aefining the precise status of

lead as a joison, This is, unfortunately, tine jroblem of modern medicine in
relation to poisons, and it has to ke met in teirns of wmethods of wedical proceaure
rather taan in any simple defindtion,

I'a sorry that I am put to the necessity of couvincing you taat such is the case,
but this is tihe result of the facts of life. The autlors of this book uave not
learnea tuis lesson, through their own exgerience. I wus compelled to uo so years
ago, through ny wedical responsibility for men engased in industry, {at rirst)
in a very dangerous and urusual incdustry in which tetraethyl lead had to be
handled safely, and then in the larger field of industry in the larger and wider
handling of isnorganic lead compounds. And so I wind u;: in prescribing a meuical
neans ol dealing with the problem of leaa poisoning in early childhoou, rather
Lhan in stuting a definition of lead as a poison. The problem is cne, not of a
substance, but of a specific quantity of a substance which is world-wide in its
occurrence, and is found in all living organisms on this ;lanet, so far as
present evidence indicates.

Sincerely yours,
Rovert A. mehoe, M.D.

Professor Emeritus of
PAK:wb Qccupational Medicine
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